Zimri’'s Downfall at the hands of Omri (15-20)
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15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did
Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah. Now the people were
encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the
Philistines.
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16 And the people that were encamped heard say: 'Zimri hath
conspired, and hath also smitten the king'; wherefore all Israel
made Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in
the camp.
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17 And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him,
and they besieged Tirzah.
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18 And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city was taken,
that he went into the castle of the king's house, and burnt the
king's house over him with fire, and died;
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19 for his sins which he sinned in doing that which was evil in
the sight of the LORD, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and
in his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin.
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20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he
wrought, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel? {P}
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What great amount of sinning can someone do in 7 days?
1. Radak 16:19
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2. Malbim 16:19
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Split (21-22)

oy o¥n oyne 5x1wr ovn phm ik X3 || 21 Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts: half of
2¥nm ,irbnnb ,nea-12 nan nx mn | | the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king;
JRY NN and half followed Omri.

,0U71-NX ;™Y MK WX ,0p7 prn 29 | | 22 But the people that followed Omri prevailed against the
Fomn ,12n non snea-12 120 1nx WX | | people that followed Tibni the son of Ginath; so Tibni died, and
{a} .y || Omri reigned. {P}

How did Tivni die?

3. Radak 16:22
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Omri (23-28)

,TTA 791 XOXY MY nnxX) 0wbw nawa 13 | | 23 In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began
57 My oy x-Sy M 7on | | Omri to reign over Israel, and reigned twelve years; six years
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DM223--0W NX7 L1NY 3-nX 11 13 | | 24 And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents
WX YR OY-NX K1pN ,7070-0X 5120 5702 | | of silver; and he built on the hill, and called the name of the

MW A X nw-ow by ,maa | | city which he built, after the name of Shemer, the owner of
T " || the hill, Samaria.

597, M wa Y10 My npyn na || 25 And Omri did that which was evil in the sight of the
195 2wy | | LORD, and dealt wickedly above all that were before him.

PAROM,02-12 DY 777-522 ,791 13 | | 26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat,
,002n5 HXIr-nx Xonn WK L (inxkena) | | and in his sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke
.DiPbana--5x1w? ok mm-nx | | the LORD, the God of Israel, with their vanities.

Rabbi Ya'akov Trump
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27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his
might that he showed, are they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel?
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28 And Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in
Samaria; and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. {P}
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JODIEE How did he go so far worse than Achav?

4. Ralbag 16:25

Jericho
°
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Marriage of North and South
5. Il Divrei HaYamim 18:1

,Ti2d1 iy voviin'? 'n1 X 1 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance; and
ARNKY L IAND'L ;207 he allied himself with Ahab by marriage.

6. Seder Olam Rabba 17
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Building of the Kingdom
7. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 102b
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Rabbi Yohanan says: For what virtue was Omri, king of Israel, who was Ahab’s father,
privileged to ascend tothe monarchy? It is due to the fact that he added one city in Eretz
Yisrael, as it is stated: “And he bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents
of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city that he built after Shemer,
the owner of the hill, Samaria” (I Kings 16:24).

8. Meisha Stele, c. 840 BC, Discovered: 1868-70, Present location: Louvre

| am Mesha, son of Chemosh-gad king of Moab, the Dibonite. My
father reigned over Moab thirty years, and | have reigned after my
father. And | have built this sanctuary for Chemosh in Karchah, a
sanctuary of salvation, for he saved me from all aggressors, and
made me look upon all mine enemies with contempt. Omri was king
of Israel, and oppressed Moab during many days, and Chemosh
was angry with his aggressions. His son succeeded him, and he
also said, | will oppress Moab. In my days he said, Let us go, and |
will see my desire upon him and his house, and Israel said, | shall
destroy it for ever. Now Omri took the land of Madeba, and
occupied it in his day, and in the days of his son, forty years.
And Chemosh had mercy on it in my time. And | built Baal-meon
and made therein the ditch, and I built Kiriathaim.

9. 1l Melachim 22:39
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