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Zimri’s Downfall at the hands of Omri (15-20) 
 ךְלֶמֶ אסָאָלְ ,הנָשָׁ עבַשֶׁוָ םירִשְׂעֶ תנַשְׁבִּ  וט
 םעָהָוְ ;הצָרְתִבְּ ,םימִיָ תעַבְשִׁ ירִמְזִ ךְלַמָ ,הדָוּהיְ
 .םיתִּשְׁלִפְּלַ רשֶׁאֲ ןוֹתבְּגִּ-לעַ ,םינִחֹ

15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did 
Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah. Now the people were 
encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the 
Philistines. 

 םגַוְ ,ירִמְזִ רשַׁקָ ,רֹמאלֵ םינִחֹהַ ,םעָהָ עמַשְׁיִּוַ  זט
 ירִמְעָ-תאֶ לאֵרָשְׂיִ-לכָ וּכלִמְיַּוַ ;ךְלֶמֶּהַ-תאֶ הכָּהִ
 .הנֶחֲמַּבַּ--אוּההַ םוֹיּבַּ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ-לעַ אבָצָ-רשַׂ

16 And the people that were encamped heard say: 'Zimri hath 
conspired, and hath also smitten the king'; wherefore all Israel 
made Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in 
the camp. 

 ;ןוֹתבְּגִּמִ ,וֹמּעִ לאֵרָשְׂיִ-לכָוְ ירִמְעָ הלֶעֲיַּוַ  זי
 .הצָרְתִּ-לעַ ,וּרצֻיָּוַ

17 And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, 
and they besieged Tirzah. 

 ,אבֹיָּוַ ,ריעִהָ הדָכְּלְנִ-יכִּ ,ירִמְזִ תוֹארְכִּ יהִיְוַ  חי
-תיבֵּ-תאֶ וילָעָ ףֹרשְׂיִּוַ ;ךְלֶמֶּהַ-תיבֵּ ןוֹמרְאַ-לאֶ
 .תֹמיָּוַ ,שׁאֵבָּ ךְלֶמֶ

18 And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, 
that he went into the castle of the king's house, and burnt the 
king's house over him with fire, and died; 

 ינֵיעֵבְּ ערַהָ תוֹשׂעֲלַ ,אטָחָ רשֶׁאֲ ויתָאטֹּחַ-לעַ  טי
 רשֶׁאֲ וֹתאטָּחַבְוּ ,םעָבְרָיָ ךְרֶדֶבְּ ,תכֶלֶלָ--הוָהיְ
 .לאֵרָשְׂיִ-תאֶ איטִחֲהַלְ ,השָׂעָ

19 for his sins which he sinned in doing that which was evil in 
the sight of the LORD, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and 
in his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin. 

-אֹלהֲ  :רשָׁקָ רשֶׁאֲ וֹרשְׁקִוְ ,ירִמְזִ ירֵבְדִּ רתֶיֶוְ  כ
 יכֵלְמַלְ--םימִיָּהַ ירֵבְדִּ רפֶסֵ-לעַ ,םיבִוּתכְּ םהֵ
 }פ{  .לאֵרָשְׂיִ

20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he 
wrought, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of 
the kings of Israel? {P} 
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What great amount of sinning can someone do in 7 days? 
1. Radak 16:19 

 םימיה תעבשב לארשי תא איטחה המ הדבל הצרתב םימי תעבש אלא ךלמ אל אלהו - לארשי תא איטחהל )טי(
 היה רשא םימיה לע ירמז ירבד רתיו 'מאש המ ןכו לארשי תא איטחמ היה בכרה תיצחמ רש היהש ןכל םדוק אלא
 :רמא רש

2. Malbim 16:19  

 :הז ךרדב תכללו תושעל ותעדב רמגש ל"ר .'וכו תכלל 'וכו תושעל אטח רשא )טי(

Split (21-22) 

 םעָהָ יצִחֲ  :יצִחֵלַ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ םעָהָ קלֵחָיֵ זאָ  אכ
 ,יצִחֲהַוְ ,וֹכילִמְהַלְ ,תנַיגִּ-ןבֶ ינִבְתִ ירֵחֲאַ היָהָ
 .ירִמְעָ ירֵחֲאַ

21 Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts: half of 
the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; 
and half followed Omri. 

 ,םעָהָ-תאֶ ,ירִמְעָ ירֵחֲאַ רשֶׁאֲ ,םעָהָ קזַחֱיֶּוַ  בכ
 ךְלֹמְיִּוַ ,ינִבְתִּ תמָיָּוַ ;תנַיגִּ-ןבֶ ינִבְתִּ ירֵחֲאַ רשֶׁאֲ
 }פ{  .ירִמְעָ

22 But the people that followed Omri prevailed against the 
people that followed Tibni the son of Ginath; so Tibni died, and 
Omri reigned. {P} 

How did Tivni die? 
3. Radak 16:22 

 אסא אישהש ןויכ ינבת וגרה יכ רמוא םלוע רדסבו תקולחמ אלב ירמע ךלמ תמש ןויכו ומצע תתימ תמ .ינבת תמיו
 :ינבת תא וגרה טפשוהיל ירמע לש ותב

Omri (23-28) 
 ,הדָוּהיְ ךְלֶמֶ אסָאָלְ ,הנָשָׁ תחַאַוְ םישִׁלֹשְׁ תנַשְׁבִּ  גכ
 ;הנָשָׁ הרֵשְׂעֶ םיתֵּשְׁ ,לאֵרָשְׂיִ-לעַ ירִמְעָ ךְלַמָ
 .םינִשָׁ-שׁשֵׁ ךְלַמָ ,הצָרְתִבְּ

23 In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began 
Omri to reign over Israel, and reigned twelve years; six years 
reigned he in Tirzah. 

 םיִרַכְּכִבְּ--רמֶשֶׁ תאֶמֵ ,ןוֹרמְשֹׁ רהָהָ-תאֶ ןקֶיִּוַ  דכ
 רשֶׁאֲ ריעִהָ םשֵׁ-תאֶ ארָקְיִּוַ ,רהָהָ-תאֶ ,ןבֶיִּוַ ;ףסֶכָּ
 .ןוֹרמְשֹׁ רהָהָ ינֵֹדאֲ רמֶשֶׁ-םשֶׁ לעַ ,הנָבָּ

24 And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents 
of silver; and he built on the hill, and called the name of the 
city which he built, after the name of Shemer, the owner of 
the hill, Samaria. 

 לכֹּמִ ,ערַיָּוַ ;הוָהיְ ינֵיעֵבְּ ,ערַהָ ירִמְעָ השֶׂעֲיַּוַ  הכ
 .וינָפָלְ רשֶׁאֲ

25 And Omri did that which was evil in the sight of the 
LORD, and dealt wickedly above all that were before him. 

 ויתאטחבו ,טבָנְ-ןבֶּ םעָבְרָיָ ךְרֶדֶּ-לכָבְּ ,ךְלֶיֵּוַ  וכ
 ,סיעִכְהַלְ  :לאֵרָשְׂיִ-תאֶ איטִחֱהֶ רשֶׁאֲ ,)וֹתאטָּחַבְוּ(
 .םהֶילֵבְהַבְּ--לאֵרָשְׂיִ יהֵלֹאֱ הוָהיְ-תאֶ

26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
and in his sins wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke 
the LORD, the God of Israel, with their vanities. 
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 רשֶׁאֲ וֹתרָוּבגְוּ ,השָׂעָ רשֶׁאֲ ירִמְעָ ירֵבְדִּ רתֶיֶוְ  זכ
--םימִיָּהַ ירֵבְדִּ רפֶסֵ-לעַ ,םיבִוּתכְּ םהֵ-אֹלהֲ  :השָׂעָ
 .לאֵרָשְׂיִ יכֵלְמַלְ

27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his 
might that he showed, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

 ;ןוֹרמְשֹׁבְּ רבֵקָּיִּוַ ,ויתָבֹאֲ-םעִ ירִמְעָ בכַּשְׁיִּוַ  חכ
 }פ{  .ויתָּחְתַּ ,וֹנבְּ באָחְאַ ךְלֹמְיִּוַ

28 And Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in 
Samaria; and Ahab his son reigned in his stead. {P} 

 
Samaria, 1925 
 
How did he go so far worse than Achav? 
4. Ralbag 16:25  

 דוע רשפאו םירחא םיאטח אוטחל דוע ףיסוהו רפסש ומכ םעברי תאטחב ךלהש המדי - וינפל רשא לכמ עריו )הכ(
 תיבמ הארש המ ינפמ רסומ לבקיש יואר היה יכ םעברי תאטח לכב ותכל ינפמ וינפל רשא לכמ ערהש רמאש
 ערהש רמאיש יואר הנה םעברי תאטחמ טעמ ריעהל הז ינפמ רסומהמ ללכ לבק אלש יפלו םעברי תיבו אשעב
 :טבנ ןב םעברי ךרד לכב ךליו ורמא ינפמ ןכ ןינעהש דיעיו וינפל רשא לכמ

Marriage of North and South 
5. II Divrei HaYamim 18:1 

 ,דוֹבכְָו רשֶֹׁע טפָשָׁוֹהילִ יהְִיַו  א
  .באָחְאַלְ ,ןתֵּחַתְִיַּו ;בֹרלָ

1 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance; and 
he allied himself with Ahab by marriage.  

 
6. Seder Olam Rabba 17 

 /'א םיכלמ/ םש( 'וגו םעה קזחיו ,המלש תוכלמ ירמע ךלמ אסאל א"ל תנשב ,הנש םיעברא וז תקולחמ התיה המכ
 ינבת תא וגרה ,השאל ונב טפשוהיל ירמע לש ותב אסא אשנש ןויכ ,ינבת תא וגרה המ ינפמו ,)בכ זט
... 
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 הרזגנ ,ירמע לש ותבל ונב תא אסא אישהש ןויכ אלא ,םינש יתשכ ויבאמ לודג אהיש ןבל רשפא יכו יסוי יבר רמא
 ירבד/ םש( 'וגו והיזחא תסובת התיה םיהלאמו רמוא אוה ןכו ,באחא תיב םע הלכתש ,דוד תיב תוכלמ לע הרזג
 .הז םע הז םויב וב םהינש ולפנו ,)ז בכ /'ב םימיה

Building of the Kingdom 
7. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 102b 

 תא ןקיו )דכ ,זט א םיכלמ( רמאנש לארשי ץראב דחא ךרכ ףיסוהש ינפמ תוכלמל ירמע הכז המ ינפמ ןנחוי ר"א
 רהה ינדא רמש םש לע הנב רשא ריעה םש ]תא[ ארקיו רהה תא ןביו ףסכ םירככב רמש תאמ ןורמש רהה
 ןורמש

Rabbi Yoḥanan says: For what virtue was Omri, king of Israel, who was Ahab’s father, 
privileged to ascend tothe monarchy? It is due to the fact that he added one city in Eretz 
Yisrael, as it is stated: “And he bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents 
of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city that he built after Shemer, 
the owner of the hill, Samaria” (I Kings 16:24). 

 
 

8. Meisha Stele, c. 840 BC, Discovered: 1868–70, Present location: Louvre 

I am Mesha, son of Chemosh-gad king of Moab, the Dibonite. My 
father reigned over Moab thirty years, and I have reigned after my 
father. And I have built this sanctuary for Chemosh in Karchah, a 
sanctuary of salvation, for he saved me from all aggressors, and 
made me look upon all mine enemies with contempt. Omri was king 
of Israel, and oppressed Moab during many days, and Chemosh 
was angry with his aggressions. His son succeeded him, and he 
also said, I will oppress Moab. In my days he said, Let us go, and I 
will see my desire upon him and his house, and Israel said, I shall 
destroy it for ever. Now Omri took the land of Madeba, and 
occupied it in his day, and in the days of his son, forty years. 
And Chemosh had mercy on it in my time. And I built Baal-meon 
and made therein the ditch, and I built Kiriathaim.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9. II Melachim 22:39 

 תיבֵוּ ,השָׂעָ רשֶׁאֲ-לכְָו באָחְאַ ירֵבְדִּ רתֶֶיְו  טל
 רשֶׁאֲ ,םירִעָהֶ-לכְָו ,הָנבָּ רשֶׁאֲ ןשֵּׁהַ
 ירֵבְדִּ רפֶסֵ-לעַ ,םיבִוּתכְּ םהֵ-אוֹלהֲ  :הָנבָּ
  .לאֵרָשְִׂי יכֵלְמַלְ--םימִָיּהַ

39 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, 
and the ivory house which he built, and all the cities 
that he built, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Israel?  
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