Baasha’s Rebellion Against Nadav (25-32)
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25 And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel
in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and he reigned over
Israel two years.
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26 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD,
and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin wherewith
he made Israel to sin.
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27 And Baasa the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar,
conspired against him; and Baasa smote him at Gibbethon,
which belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel
were laying siege to Gibbethon.
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28 Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah did Baasa slay
him, and reigned in his stead.
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29 And it came to pass that, as soon as he was king, he smote
all the house of Jeroboam; he left not to Jeroboam any that
breathed, until he had destroyed him; according unto the
saying of the LORD, which He spoke by the hand of His
servant Ahijah the Shilonite;
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30 for the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and wherewith
he made Israel to sin; because of his provocation wherewith he
provoked the LORD, the God of Israel.
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Baasha’s Reign (33-34)
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Perek 16

The Prophecy Against Baasha (1-7)
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being like the house of Jeroboam, and because he
smote him. {P}
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Fulfilment: Zimri’'s Rebellion (8-14)
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10 and Zimri went in and smote him, and killed him, in the
twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned
in his stead.
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11 And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as
he sat on his throne, that he smote all the house of Baasa;
he left him not a single man-child, neither of his kinsfolks,
nor of his friends.
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12 Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasa,
according to the word of the LORD, which He spoke
against Baasa by Jehu the prophet,
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13 for all the sins of Baasa, and the sins of Elah his son,
which they sinned, and wherewith they made Israel to sin,
to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, with their
vanities.
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14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are
they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel? {P}

What is the relevance of where the 2 murders happen?

Why should Baasha be punished?
Wasn'’t he just fulfilling the words of the prophecy against the house of Yerovam?
| Melachim 14:14-15
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Moreover, the LORD will raise up a king over Israel who will destroy the House of Jeroboam,
this day and even now.
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“The LORD will strike Israel until it sways like a reed in water. He will uproot Israel from this
good land that He gave to their fathers, and will scatter them beyond the Euphrates, because
they have provoked the LORD by the sacred posts that they have made for themselves.

2. Avos 2:6
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Moreover he saw a skull floating on the face of the water. He said to it: because you drowned

others, they drowned you. And in the end, they that drowned you will be drowned.

3. Mishna Torah 6:5
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Now, reverting back to the subject of predestination is it not written in the Torah: »"Know of a surety that
thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them”
(Gen. 113), lo, here is a decree against the Egyptians to do evil? And it, moreover, written: ”And this
people will rise up, and go astray after the foreign gods of the land” (Deut. 31.16), lo, here is a decree
against Israel to worship idolatry, then why visit retribution upon them? Because He did not decree that
that particularly known person shall be the one to go astray. Forsooth, every individual of those who did
go astray to worship idolatry, had he not done so to worship of his own free will, he would not have
worshiped. And God made known no more than custom of the world. This is like to one who says:
rAmong this people will be righteous and wicked”. Not because of this will the wicked one say that it
had long since been decreed that he should be an evildoer, seeing that God made known to Moses that
there will be wicked people among Israel. Or, this is like the subject of poverty, of which it is said: ”For
the poor shall never cease out of the land” (Ibid. 15.11). Likewise the Egyptians, if each and every one of
those who vexed and wronged Israel had no desire so to wrong them, he had it in his power to refrain
from doing it; for, He did not decree against a particular man, but made known to Abraham that in the
end his seed will be enslaved in a land which is not theirs. But we have already stated that it is not within
the power to comprehend the foreknowledge of the Holy One, blessed is He!

4. Raavad, ad loc.
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Now.. is it not written etc. These are unseasoned, lengthy words; by the life of my head, I am
tempted to say, they are childish words. Should the Creator say to the perverters: "Why did thou turn
aside, I made no mention of thy name, to afford thee the excuse of saying that I decreed it against
thee", the perverters will say to Him: "Upon whom then is Thy decree applicable, if on those who did
not turn aside, behold, Thy decree was not established". But of, this Verse "And this people will rise
up, and go astray after the foreign gods of the land", we long ago suggested that in the subject of the
foreknowledge of God there is no connection with predestination, much less can it be utilized here,
seeing that even Moses said: "For I know that after my death ye will in any wise deal corruptly" (Deut.
31.29), and preceding this he, moreover, said: "Behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have
been rebellious against the Lord; and how much more after my death?". How much more, then could
the Creator speak thus without it being a decree? As for the subject of the Egyptians, it is no question
at all for two reasons: first, it is a known doctorine that God inflicts no punishment against a wicked
man unless it be through a more wicked man than he, whenafter that wicked man will have retribution
visited upon him; For, so it is said: "O Ashur, the rod of Mine anger", (Is. 10.5), but, "When thou hast
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ceased to spoil, thou shalt be spiled" (Ibid. 33.1); because of thy wickedness, and haughtiness of thy
heart, and vain glory against Me. The Egyptians, too, were wicked and it was meet that they receive
the plagues; yet, if they had listened to Moses at first and let the children of Irsael go forth, they
would neither have been plagued nor drowned in the Red Sea; but the spitefulness of Pharoah, and his
insulting words against the Creator in the presence of His messenger caused the punishment to be
visited upon him. Second, because the Creator said: "And they shall afflict them" (Gen. 15.13), but
they afflicted them with rigour, put some of them to death, and killed others by drowning, as the
subject is spoken of saying: "I was but a little angry, but they helped for evil" (Zech. 1.15); they were,
therefore, found guilty".

5. Chovas Halevavos Shaar Hateshuva 9
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6. Rashi 16:7
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And because he had killed him [Nodov]. Since he too, committed the same sins, consequently he
should not have killed him, therefore he was punished for his murder. And similarly we find, “And |
will avenge the blood of Yizre’el upon the house of Yeihu, :Hoshe’a 1:4. because they did not turn
away from Achov’s ways, they were punished for his murder.
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Conclusion
7. Abarbanel 16:7
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