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depth and apply the timeless lessons to our
lives.
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6.1 - Of Mothers and

Monarchs

This shiur is kindly sponsored by Hedy and Heshy Lazar upon the yahrzeit of Hedy's sister, Shaindel Raizel bat
Meir n"y

The Sins of Yehuda (14:21-24)

-12 ;772,790 ,inSw-12 ,002nm X3 || 21 And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam
MY yaw i35na oyann mw nnxy owaax || was forty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
miu.’;' mrnf WUQ.-;I..US W’Dn ’DT:?T‘TD-Wg .TI'?P ;IQ.‘TU' seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the LORD had chosen out
' i of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there; and his mother's name
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was Naamah the Ammonitess.
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ARVM WK ,0NXOAA 003K 10 WX San | | they moved Him to jealousy with their sins which they committed,
above all that their fathers had done.
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24 and there were also sodomites in the land; they did according to all
the abominations of the nations which the LORD drove out before the
children of Israel. {P}
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When did this unfold?
1. 1l Divrei Hayamim 11:17

17 So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam
the son of Solomon strong, three years; for they walked three years in
the way of David and Solomon.
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How did it get to this?

2. Abarbanel 14:21
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The Raid from Egypt (14:25-31)
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25 And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak
king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem;
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26 and he took away the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the
treasures of the king's house; he even took away all; and he took away all
the shields of gold which Solomon had made.
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27 And king Rehoboam made in their stead shields of brass, and
committed them to the hands of the captains of the guard, who kept the
door of the king's house.
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28 And it was so, that as oft as the king went into the house of the
LORD, the guard bore them, and brought them back into the guard-
chamber.
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29 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, are they
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
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30 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continually.
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31 And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers
in the city of David; and his mother's name was Naamah the
Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead. {P}




Who is Shishak?

3. "Sheshonk I”, Encyclopedia Britannica

Sheshonk I, also spelled Shoshenq or Shishak, (flourished 10th century BCE), first king (reigned 945-924 BCE) of the 22nd dynasty of ancient
Egypt (see ancient Egypt: the 22nd and 23rd dynasties).

Sheshonk came from a line of princes or sheikhs of Libyan tribal descent whose title was “great chief of the Meshwesh” and who appear to have
settled in Bubastis in the eastern Nile River delta. He was a general under Psusennes II, the last king of the 21st dynasty (1075-c. 950 BCE), and
probably ascended the throne without a struggle, making Bubastis his residence and marrying his son Osorkon to a daughter of Psusennes II.
According to the Bible, “Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem” (1 Kings 14:25-26) about 930 BCE in support of Jeroboam, the
pretender who challenged the right of Solomon’s son Rehoboam to succeed to the Israelite throne. Sheshonk’s victories in Palestine were
celebrated by reliefs and inscriptions at Karnak. Although the biblical account reported the looting of the palace and temple, the name Jerusalem
did not survive in the Egyptian record. A fragment bearing Sheshonk’s name was found at Megiddo.

The Bubastite Portal at Karnak, showing the
cartouches of Shoshenq I.

What happened in the war?
4. |l Divrei Hayamim 12:3-9
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DX Mm-127 ™7 ;323 22 M nixna 1| 7 And when the LORD saw that they humbled themselves, the word of
onb AN DONWX XD 1131 xS mwny | the LORD came to Shemaiah, saying: "They have humbled themselves; I
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PO wrath shall not be poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.
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What was the point of the copper shields?
5. Rashi 14:28
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6. Abarbanel 14:27
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7. Malbim, Il Divrei Hayamim 12:11
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8. Kohelles 5:12-14
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Aviam in Yehuda (15:1-8)
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1 Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of Nebat
began Abijam to reign over Judah.
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2 Three years reigned he in Jerusalem; and his mother's name
was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom.
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3 And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done
before him; and his heart was not whole with the LORD his
God, as the heart of David his father.
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4 Nevertheless for David's sake did the LORD his God give him
a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his son after him, and to establish
Jerusalem;
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5 because David did that which was right in the eyes of the
LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that He
commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter
of Uriah the Hittite.
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6 Now there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the
days of his life.
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7 And the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are they
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam.
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8 And Abijam slept with his fathers; and they buried him in the
city of David; and Asa his son reigned in his stead. {P}

9. Abarbanel 15:2

Why do we need to hear about his mother?
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10. 1l Shmuel 3:3
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What does this say about dynasty?
11. Ralbag 15:4
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What does it tell us about him in Divrei Hayamim?

12. Il Divrei Hayamim 11:18-23
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18 And Rehoboam took him a wife, Mahalath the daughter of Jerimoth
the son of David, and of Abihail the daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse;
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19 and she bore him sons: Jeush, and Shemariah, and Zaham.
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20 And after her he took Maacah the daughter of Absalom; and she bore
him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, and Shelomith.
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21 And Rehoboam loved Maacah the daughter of Absalom above all his
wives and his concubines--for he took eighteen wives, and threescore
concubines, and begot twenty and eight sons and threescore daughters.
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22 And Rehoboam appointed Abijah the son of Maacah to be chief, even
the prince among his brethren; for he was minded to make him king.
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23 And he dealt wisely, and dispersed of all his sons throughout all the
lands of Judah and Benjamin, unto every fortified city; and he gave them
victual in abundance. And he sought for them many wives.

Asa in Yehuda and his Reformation (15:9-14)
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9 And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel began Asa to
reign over Judah.
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10 And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem; and his mother's
name was Maacah the daughter of Abishalom.
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11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, as did
David his father.
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12 And he put away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the
idols that his fathers had made.
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13 And also Maacah his mother he removed from being queen, because
she had made an abominable image for an Asherah; and Asa cut down
her image, and burnt it at the brook Kidron.
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14 But the high places were not taken away; nevertheless the heart of
Asa was whole with the LORD all his days. {S}
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Is he a son or a brother of Aviam?
13. Chida 15:1
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Why did he not remove the Bamos?

14. Ralbag 15:14
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What did this have to do with his mother?

15. Radak 15:1
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