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5 And why did they see fit to institute that

one says the blessing of bountiful years as
the ninth blessing? Rabbi Alexandri said:
This blessing was instituted in reference
to those who raise the prices of food. We
pray for rain so that the price of produce
will not rise as a result of shortages, as it is
written: “Break the arm of the wicked”
(Psalms 10:15), referring to the wicked,
who practice deception and extort the
poor. And when David expressed this
request, he expressed it in the ninth
psalm. Although today it is considered the
tenth psalm, the first and second psalms
are actually counted as one, and therefore
this is the ninth psalm. Therefore, the
blessing of the years was fixed as the ninth

blessing.
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