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(1) STRANGERS AND NEIGHBORS

. really serious year-round fast, demanding sustait
 tion and care and focus and a continual re

wihat God has done and what it means for s peogle]

liberal end of Oﬂhodoxy tells me e
to provide an occasion for 0bcdienu?§?°s€ Of the layyg 45
Jew sees someone eating bacop or lobster hey’h € says, if 5
That looks really good. But the Topgy, f"rbi,;s ms ould thmk,
won't because I am a Jew, (He f Oy :ht:te;t it s,oI
grown up kosher, the idea of eating pigs or Crusmceyou ‘je
just gross, but the principle holds nonetheless,) ans is
If you look at it this way, keeping kosher is 2 spﬁimal
discipline of roughly the same sort as the Lenten fast in
Catholic tradition. During Lent, every time I think, O,

what I wouldn’t give for a cup of tea, or a donut, or a glass

of wine, or a lazy evening in front of the TV, or whatever
it is that I have taken on as my fast that year, 1 am reminded
that I don’t because the Son of God emptied himself for
me, poured himself out, hungered and thirsted and suf-
fered and died for me. And here I am feeling sorry for

“myself because I've got a no-caffeine headache, which is

my own stupid fault for getting addicted to the stuff in the
first place and in any case hardly stacks up against cruci-
fixion, O for that matter against what millions of my fel-
low creatures go through every day. I really need to gfet
over myself! If I go through this thought process five or six
times a day for six weeks in the year, maybe ] will get over
myself, just a very little, and draw a little nearer 0 God,

- who has drawn near to me.

keeping kosher is like a
ed atten-

affirmation of

So, by my colleague’s account,

MARIA POGGy JOHNsON
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INVESTING FOR THE FUTURE
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