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1. Exodus 12:40

(40) The length of time that the Israelites lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years;

2. Targum Jonathan on Exodus 12:40

T2 DTIAR7 23 90T ™ PR PIZNI AND V2R LI I WYY 10ND TRMDT PIUT PRRY PN 07802 28 32 107 X (2)
D37 WDIT R 7Y RVIN0D °1°3 10°32 002 WRY 7907 RAYY
(40) And the days of the dwelling of the sons of Israel in Mizraim were thirty weeks of years, (thirty times seven years,)
which is the sum of two hundred and ten years. But the number of four hundred and thirty years (had passed away since)
the Lord spake to Abraham, in the hour that He spake with him on the fifteenth of Nisan, between the divided parts, until
the day that they went out of Mizraim.

3. Rashi on Exodus 12:40:2
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Altogether from the birth of Isaac until now were 400 years, and we must reckon from that event, for only from the time
when Abraham had offspring from Sarah could the prophecy (Genesis 15:13) “Thy offspring shall be a stranger” be
fulfilled; and there had been 30 years since that decree made at “the convenant between the parts” until the birth of Isaac.
It is impossible to say that this means that they were 430 years in the land of Egypt alone, for Kohath was one of those
who came into Egypt with Jacob (Genesis 46:11); go and reckon all his years and all the years of Amram his son and the
whole eighty years of Moses, the latter’s son, until the Exodus and you will not find that they total to so many; and you
must admit that Kohath had already lived many years before he went down to Egypt, and that many of Amram’s years are
included in the years of his father Kohath, and that many of the 80 years of Moses are included in the years of his father
Amram, so that you see that you will not find 400 years from the time of Israel’s coming into Egypt until the Exodus. You
are compelled to admit, even though unwillingly, that the other settlements which the patriarchs made in lands other than
Egypt come also under the name of “sojourning as a stranger” (m13), including also that at Hebron, even though it was in
Canaan itself, because it is said, (Genesis 35:27) “[Hebron] where Abraham and Isaac sojourned”, and it says, (Exodus
6:4) “[the land Canaan], the land of their sojournings wherein they sojourned”. Consequently you must necessarily say
that the prophecy, “thy offspring shall be strangers... [four hundred years]” began only from the time when he had
offspring. And only if you reckon the 400 years from the birth of Isaac will you find that from the time they came into
Egypt until the time they left it, was 210 years (as alluded to in Genesis 15:13). This was one of the passages which they
altered for king Ptolemy (Mekhilta d'Rabbi Yishmael 12:40; Megillah 9a).

4. Genesis 15:16
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(16) And they shall return here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”

5. Exodus 6:16-26
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(16) These are the names of Levi’s sons by their lineage: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; and the span of Levi’s life was
137 years. (17) The sons of Gershon: Libni and Shimei, by their families. (18) The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar,

Hebron, and Uzziel; and the span of Kohath’s life was 133 years. (19) The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi. These are
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the families of the Levites by their lineage. (20) Amram took to wife his father’s sister Jochebed, and she bore him Aaron
and Moses; and the span of Amram’s life was 137 years. (21) The sons of Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zichri. (22) The
sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri. (23) Aaron took to wife Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab and sister of
Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. (24) The sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and
Abiasaph. Those are the families of the Korahites. (25) And Aaron’s son Eleazar took to wife one of Putiel’s daughters,
and she bore him Phinehas. Those are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the Levites by their families. (26) It is the same
Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, “Bring forth the Israelites from the land of Egypt, troop by troop.”

6. I Chronicles 2:3-22
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(3) The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, and Shelah; these three, Bath-shua the Canaanite woman bore to him. But Er, Judah’s
first-born, was displeasing to the LORD, and He took his life. (4) His daughter-in-law Tamar also bore him Perez and
Zerah. Judah’s sons were five in all. (5) The sons of Perez: Hezron and Hamul. (6) The sons of Zerah: Zimri, Ethan,
Heman, Calcol, and Dara, five in all. (7) The sons of Carmi: Achar, the troubler of Israel, who committed a trespass
against the proscribed thing; (8) and Ethan’s son was Azariah. (9) The sons of Hezron that were born to him: Jerahmeel,
Ram, and Chelubai. (10) Ram begot Amminadab, and Amminadab begot Nahshon, prince of the sons of Judah. (11)
Nahshon was the father of Salma, Salma of Boaz, (12) Boaz of Obed, Obed of Jesse. (13) Jesse begot Eliab his first-born,
Abinadab the second, Shimea the third, (14) Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, (15) Ozem the sixth, David the seventh;
(16) their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. The sons of Zeruiah: Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, three. (17) Abigail bore
Amasa, and the father of Amasa was Jether the Ishmaelite. (18) Caleb son of Hezron had children by his wife Azubah,
and by Jerioth; these were her sons: Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. (19) When Azubah died, Caleb married Ephrath, who
bore him Hur. (20) Hur begot Uri, and Uri begot Bezalel. (21) Afterward Hezron had relations with the daughter of
Machir father of Gilead—he had married her when he was sixty years old—and she bore him Segub; (22) and Segub
begot Jair; he had twenty-three cities in the land of Gilead.

7. Genesis 46:12
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(12) Judah’s sons: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah—but Er and Onan had died in the land of Canaan; and Perez’s
sons were Hezron and Hamul.

8. Numbers 7:12
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(12) The one who presented his offering on the first day was Nahshon son of Amminadab of the tribe of Judah.
9. Exodus 17:12
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(12) But Moses’ hands grew heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it, while Aaron and Hur, one
on each side, supported his hands; thus his hands remained steady until the sun set.

10. Numbers 32:41
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(41) Jair son of Manasseh went and captured their villages, which he renamed Havvoth-jair.

11. I Chronicles 7:20-27
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(20) The sons of Ephraim: Shuthelah, his son Bered, his son Tahath, his son Eleadah, his son Tahath, (21) his son Zabad,
his son Shuthelah, also Ezer and Elead. The men of Gath, born in the land, killed them because they had gone down to
take their cattle. (22) And Ephraim their father mourned many days, and his brothers came to comfort him. (23) He
cohabited with his wife, who conceived and bore a son; and she named him Beriah, because it occurred when there was
misfortune in his house. (24) His daughter was Sheerah, who built both Lower and Upper Beth-horon, and Uzzen-sheerah.
(25) His son Rephah, his son Resheph, his son Telah, his son Tahan, (26) his son Ladan, his son Ammihud, his son
Elishama, (27) his son Non, his son Joshua.

12. Haggai 1:12
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(12) Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak and all the rest of the people gave heed to
the summons of the LORD their God and to the words of the prophet Haggai, when the LORD their God sent him; the
people feared the LORD.

13. I Chronicles 3:17-19
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(17) and the sons of Jeconiah, the captive: Shealtiel his son, (18) Malchiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar, Jekamiah, Hoshama,
and Nedabiah; (19) the sons of Pedaiah: Zerubbabel and Shimei; the sons of Zerubbabel: Meshullam and Hananiah, and
Shelomith was their sister;

14. Shadal on Exodus 6:20:1
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(1) We are forced to say that Scripture left out some of the generations between Kehat and Amram, for in [Numbers 3:28]
the count for Kehat of all the males from a month and up was 8,600, and he only had four sons as his family, so each of
those four sons would [have had to] have 2,150 sons. And behold Amram only had Aaron, Moses, and Miriam. Moses
only had two sons, and Aaron four, so how is is possible for Amram, Yitzhar, Chevron, and Uziel to have 2,150 souls
[each] in the second year after leaving the land of Egypt? Therefore, one must conclude as IB Koppe in his essay,
"Israelitas non 215, sed 430 annos in Eagypt commoratos esse," Gottinga 1777, where he said (and Rossenmueller agreed
with him) that Levi, Kehat, and Amram were not in sequential generations, but rather other generations were between
them. And according to this, one can answer as its plain meaning the number of 430 years that Israel was in Egypt
[Exodus 12:40]. And according to this, the powerful procreation of the Israelites in Egypt can be understood, which the
Torah did not speak of as an actual miracle. And the wise Jost (Volume 1 page 2) said that the names mentioned here are
family names, so it is saying that so long as the father was still alive, the children stayed bonded together as one family for
the most part (even though sometimes sons would divide their fathers household, as was the case for Isaac and Ishmael in
the lifetime of Abraham, and Jacob and Esau in the lifetime of Isaac), and with the death of the father the family would
split, and sometimes even after the death of the father they would not split off until some time. So the plain meaning of
this section according to his opinion is that the family of Levi remained one family unit, and was called "Levi" for the
span of 137 years after the death of Jacob, and then, after Levi died, the family split into three, the names of which being
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Gershom, Kehat, and Merari. So, the family of Kehat stayed as one unit for 133 years, and afterward it was split into four
families. And at the time of the exodus from Egypt, 137 years had already passed, and the Amram family was one family,
of which came Moses and Aaron. So if you add together the three numbers of 137, 133, and 137, and add 17 years on that
for how long the Israelites were in Egypt before Jacobs death, you have 424 years, meaning close to 430 years. Therefore
(he says) whenever it says "the son of Yitzhar", "the son of Kehat", etc, it means "the descendant of Yitzhar", "the
descendant of Kehat".

15. More Children: Rabbi Yaakov Medan http://www.hatanakh.com/sites/herzog/files/herzog/Medan%?201.pdf
In order not to unnecessarily increase the Egyptian exile, and in order to maintain an understanding of the matter that
accords with that of the Sages, Rashi, the Ramban and the other early commentators, we must find a way to answer
Shadal's most relevant question. | believe that the key to the answer lies in the verse in Sefer Bereishit:
""Now, your two sons who were born to you in the land of Egypt, before | came to you in Egypt - they are mine; Ephraim
and Menashe will be mine like Reuven and Shimon. And whoever is born to you, whom you bear after them, will be
yours; they shall be called after the name of their brethren in their inheritance.”" (Bereishit 38:5-6)
It seems to me, according to the literal text, that Yosef had more than two sons. This is what the verse is teaching us when
it says, "To Yosef were born two sons BEFORE THE YEARS OF FAMINE BEGAN" (Bereishit 41:50), implying that
later on more were born, and it is to these that Yaakov refers when he says, "whom you bear after them." These children
are not listed in the genealogy of Yosef's sons, since they join in the inheritance of their brothers, Menashe and Ephraim.
Similarly, the Tanakh lists ten sons of King David (six in Chevron - Shmuel 11 3:2-5, and four in Jerusalem - Shmuel |1
5:14), but Chazal speak of him having four hundred sons; indeed, the verses hint at many more children. Hence the names
listed are only the heads of households, with these households numbering not only their sons but also their less important
brothers. It is also possible that many of the descendants of the tribes were killed or died all kinds of terrible deaths during
the Egyptian subjugation, and their children joined the families of their fathers' brothers, just as the orphaned Lot joined
the family of Avraham. According to this approach, too, only the main heads of households are listed, each representing
hundreds and thousands of people, just as each person listed among those who returned from Babylon with Zerubavel
represented hundreds or even thousands of family members (see Ezra 2). Let us examine one example, which may serve
to strengthen our assumption. Yaakov went down to Egypt with seventy souls. His sons went down, each with an average
of four sons, and these sons in turn also had children. These children are the only ones mentioned in the census conducted
in the fortieth year in the desert (Bamidbar 26), but clearly our assumption cannot be that Yaakov's children stopped
bearing children from the time they reached Egypt. When they went down to Egypt they were still young - aged forty or a
little more, at their peak (compare to the age at which Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov bore their children). Is it possible
that the thirty-nine year old Yosef had no more children? Or Yehuda, aged forty-three? And why should we assume that
Peretz, who was a whole generation younger than his father, stopped having children after Chetzron and Chamol, who
went down with him to Egypt? But if he did indeed bear more children, why are the families of these other children not
listed in the census of those who inherit the Land, in the fortieth year? We are forced to conclude, then, that those born in
Egypt are subsumed under the households of their brethren who went down to Egypt, and that they join in their
inheritance.

16. How many children would you need? R. Medan
....we may explain Chazal's teaching that the women used to bear "six at one time" (literally, "six from one belly"). This
does not mean that the women used to bear sextets; that would be an altogether unnatural phenomenon. What the teaching
means is that every mother ("belly") would bear six children during the course of her life. We may assume that, on
average, these six children would be three sons and three daughters - and this accords with the size of the families noted in
our parasha (keeping in mind that only the sons are listed). Let us now attempt to calculate of the numbers of Benei
Yisrael: Based on the assumption that the generation that went down to Egypt numbered sixty males who were still of
child-bearing age, the next generation would have numbered 180 males; the third generation - 540, the fourth - 1620, the
fifth - 4860, the sixth - 14,580, the seventh - 43,760, the eighth - 131,280, and the ninth - some four hundred thousand.
Assuming that it was the seventh, eighth and ninth generations that left Egypt, after about 190 years there were six
hundred thousand, and after 210 years - all were aged 20. The miracle of the reproductive multiplicity in Egypt was
therefore a "hidden" miracle - that despite the hardships of Egyptian subjugation and their persecution, women bore six
children, and this average did not waver up until the time of the Exodus.

17. Levi? Either skipped generations as above, or (R. Medan):
To our view, the Tribe of Levi was exceptional in its much smaller number of generations. The reason for its limited
population [4] may have been their custom of marrying late (perhaps wanting to observe the tradition of their forefathers),
or because as prophets and Torah scholars (see Shmuel I 2:27 and the midrashim of Chazal) they separated themselves
from their wives, and numbered only four generations
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