e the Ides of A
ting the Dots o

Shiur this week is kindly sponsored by Barbara and Yitzchak Lehmann Siegel in honor of her
mother’s yartzheit, Sara Anne Lehmann - Sara bat Yitzchak Meshulam Feish, N"V (24 Adar)

Ides of March

1. Julius Caesar Act 1, scene 2, 15-19

Caesar:

Who is it in the press that calls on me?

| hear a tongue shriller than all the music
Cry "Caesar!" Speak, Caesar is turn'd to

hear.

Soothsayer:

Beware the ides of March.

Caesar:

What man is that?

Brutus:

A soothsayer bids you beware the ides of
March.
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Questions

The Name of the Festival
2 Esther 9:24-26
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1.Memory
3.Devarim 25:17-19
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24 because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the
Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised
against the Jews to destroy them, and had cast pur,
that is, the lot, to discomfit them, and to destroy
them;

25 but when she came before the king, he
commanded by letters that his wicked device, which
he had devised against the Jews, should return upon
his own head; and that he and his sons should be
hanged on the gallows.

26 Wherefore they called these days Purim, after
the name of pur. Therefore because of all the words
of this letter, and of that which they had seen
concerning this matter, and that which had come
unto them,

17 Remember what Amalek did unto thee by the way
as ye came forth out of Egypt;

18 how he met thee by the way, and smote the
hindmost of thee, all that were enfeebled in thy rear,
when thou wast faint and weary; and he feared not
God.

19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God
hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round
about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth
thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt
blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under
heaven; thou shalt not forget. {P}
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The Origins: Amalek
4.Rashi, Devarim 25:18
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Example 1: The Probability of Heads
Rosencranz and Guildenstern Are Dead, ACT |, Tom Stoppard
GUIL (flipping a coin): There is an art to the building up of suspense.
ROS: Heads. GUIL (flipping another): Though it can be done by luck alone.
ROS: Heads. GUIL.: If that’s the word I’'m after.
ROS (raises his head at GUIL): Seventy-six love. (GUIL gets up but has nowhere to
go. He spins another coin over his shoulder without looking at it, his attention being
directed at his environment or lack of it.) Heads.
GUIL: A weaker man might be moved to re-examine his faith, if in nothing else at

least in the law of probability.
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Example 2: The Creation of the World
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rotein in the human body, and each one is a litgle Mir.
iillion types ¢ .

. 1 the  probability proteins shouldn’t exist. To makc;lpm
\ 111

celihoods come in.

1 long shot its existence is, visualize a standard Las Vegas slot machine but
roadened greatly—to about ninety feet, to be precise—to accommodate
1,055 spinning wheels instead of the usual three or four, and with twenty
symbols on each wheel (one for each common amino acid).* How long
would you have to pull the handle before all 1,055 symbols came up in the
right order? Effectively forever. Even if you reduced the number of spin-
ning wheels to two hundred, which is actually a more typical number of
amino acids for a protein, the odds against all two hundred coming up in
a prescribed sequence are 1 in 10° (that is a 1 followed by 260 zeroes).

That i 1f i i g PRI
atin itself is a larger number than all the atoms in the universe.

Connected Time
6.Rav Hirsch, Bereishis 19:9

't vou get when you string amino acids together, .ﬁg
roteins arc wil > : :

o but there may be as 2y
of them. No one really knows, Y D¢ s manygs

o assemble amino acids (which 1 am obliged by lOng
r to here as “the building blocks of” life") in a particulap
such the same way that you assemble letters in a particular order

['he problem is that words in the amino acid alphabet are

e exce wwly long. To spell collagen, the name of a common type of
need to arrange eight letters in the right order. But to make

llag ou need to arrange 1,055 amino acids in precisely the right se-
But—and here’s an obvious but crucial point—you don’t make it. It

makes itself, spontaneously, without direction, and this is where the un-

chances of a 1,055-sequence molecule like collagen spontaneously

sell-assembling are, frankly, nil. It just isn't going to happen. To grasp what

5.A history of Nearly Everything, Bill Bryson

-~ Junts for all this wondrous complexity? Well, one pussibil‘uy

is that perhaps st quite—not quite—so wondrous as at first it seems,

y improbable proteins. T he wonder we see in their as-
omes in assuming that they arrived on the scene fully formed. But

what if the protein chains didn’t assemble all at once? What if; in the great

lot machine of creation, some of the wheels could be held, as a gambler
1ight hold a number of promising cherries? What if, in other words, pro-
ins didn't suddenly burst into being, but evolved.

Imagine if you took all the components that make up a human being-
irbon, hydrogen, oxygen, and so on—and put them in a container with

some water, gave it a vigorous stir, and out stepped a completed person
Fhat would be amazing. Well, that's essentially what Hoyle and others (in
cluding many ardent creationists) argue when they suggest that proteins
spontaneously formed all at once. They didn’t—they can’t have. As Richar¢
Dawkins argues in The Blind Watchmaker, there must have been some
kind of cumulative selection process that allowed amino acids to assemble
in chunks. Perhaps two or three amino acids linked up for some simple
purpose and then after a time bumped into some other similar small clus

ter and in so doing “discovered” some additional Improvement.

s p stems from the root mp, which is related to xp. (In two places
x%p has the same meaning as mp: pox WX [below, 42:38]; xp* wx nx

ooon nnxa oonk [below, 49:1]).

xp, “to call,” means: to cause someone to turn in our direction,
physically or mentally. One who calls us changes our course and turns

us in his direction.

mpn, what happens to us by chance, is a new development we could
not foresee in our path, an event that “calls” to us and changes our
direction. What we call “chance” appears to happen “by chance” only
because we did not anticipate it or foresee it. However, inasmuch as it
was hidden to our eyes, it was foreseen and foreknown to the One Who
called the generations from the beginning. mp2, chance, does not befall
us; rather, we are “called” to it, and it “calls” to us — 7, X

By extension, nmp, the rafters of a house, the roof — w?nch supports
the walls and keeps them aligned in their respective upright positions
— “calls” the walls  nx7p% 1 and prevents them from naturally inclining

downward,
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Disconnected Time
7.Ha’emek Davar, Devarim 25:18
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8."Beautiful Boy (Darling Boy)"
”LIFE IS WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU WHILE YOU’ RE BUSY MAKING OTHER PLANS.

The Fight over Time in the Megillah

The Lots
9.Ralbag, Esther 3:7
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Esther’s Happenstance Plight
10.Esther 4:5-7

;197970 °DPN 1002 1MDN X1pM N 5 Then called Esther for Hathach, one of the
--’Jﬁﬁn-by ANIYM ;,—11355 ﬁan_\;ﬁ quin king's chamberlains, whom he had appointed to
T ﬂ’;-ﬂ_)’_J _Tb mT ,nr-nr_: n ,\_)'_r_b attend upon her, and charged him to go to
' o " Mordecai, to know what this was, and why it
was.

YN IN-ON--12TIR-9N 1NN K¥M 1 6 So Hathach went forth to Mordecai unto the
J9nn-1yw gy quin  broad place of the city, which was before the
o ~ king's gate.

NN ANIR WK-92 IX 2TINID-Tan T 7 And Mordecai told him of all that had

M-SV NIPYH 1NN DK WK QD0 NYIS happened unto him, and the exact sum of the
DTANY--(D™N7P2) oY Nina Jopn money that Haman had promised to pay to the
T S ~ 7 king's treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them.
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11.Esther 4:14

—-NINTD Ny2 WNR YIND-DX 2 T 14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this
ANN D]p@n D'n-nnn:z -nnl_p_ n?¥a] ml time, then will relief and deliverance arise to the
YT M ;ﬂTjN'n ]’:lN—n’ 3'1. nnNy Jews from another place, but thou and thy father's
Ma5nY AVAn "n N';D n ,\)b—-DN. house will perish; and who knoweth whether thou
T T 7 7 art not come to royal estate for such a time as this?'

The Real Lots
12.lbn Ezra, Esther 3:7
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13.Malbim, Esther 3:7
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Turning Point:
Memory

14.Shmos 17:14

1721 NINT AND ,NYn-5x M N T 14 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Write this
ANN-"D :YYAN 2INA D' 19pa  for a memorial in the book, and rehearse it in the

D'MWN NNAN 99Ny 19-NXK NNNK | €ars of Joshua: for I will utterly blot out the
o T EEs ER T Y remembrance of Amalek from under heaven.!

15.Esther 2:1
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16.Esther 6:1
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17.Esther 9:28
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1 After these things, when the wrath of king
Ahasuerus was assuaged, he remembered
Vashti, and what she had done, and what was
decreed against her.

1 On that night could not the king sleep; and
he commanded to bring the book of records of
the chronicles, and they were read before the
king.

28 and that these days should be remembered
and kept throughout every generation, every
family, every province, and every city; and that
these days of Purim should not fail from among
the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from
their seed. {S}
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