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’ The Rav buttressed this assertion with a basic halakhic

concept. Every day we recite two berakhot regarding the
chosenness (behirah) of Israel. We bless God ."..Who has not made
me a-gentile" (M WY NW), yet we also bless God, "...Who has
chosen us from among the nations” (O0¥N Yo »a N3 WwR). One of
these berakhot seems superfluous. If we bless God for making us
Jews, why repeat the assertion in another berakhah that He chose
us from among the nations?

The answer is that we are "chosen" in two distinct ways. One
aspect of our chosenness relates to being the progeny of Abraham,
and it is this aspect for which we bless God for not having made us
gentiles. There is, however, an additional behirah:

YYTP M0 0719 NOZ0N 7 PINOINT . .. 00YR 5an NYNo Y oy

And you shall be for Me a treasure from among all the nations. . . and you
shall be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation (Exodus 19:5-6).

}6 This behirah comes through the study of Torah. This "chosenness"

involves a higher sanctification than is afforded through simple
lineage.

By understanding the duality of our kedushah, we can
explain a puzzling area of J ewish law. The halakhic status of a Jew
who renounces his religion is complex: although his status as a Jew
is compromised it does not entirely disappear. With regard to
specific halakhot, an apostate Jew is considered no different from a
non-Jew. For example, regarding the slaughter of animals or the
writing of Torah scrolls, an apostate is considered to be a non-Jew:
the meat would be considered non-kosher, and the Torah scroll
cotild not be used. On the other hand, if he betroths a woman, his
betrothal would be valid. How can we understand the hybrid nature
of the halakhot concerning an apostate?

The answer is that the apostate Jew retains the sanctity .

afforded through his.lineage —- a heritage that cannot be renounced,
np matter what he  does, The kedushah of 7wy Now applies equally
to the apostate as it does to the greatest of rabbis. However, the.
second kedushah, the one suggested by Dmyn 53012 NI WN, is
déﬁe?@@:&@é‘iyOftheﬂiﬂawjaualattalnahleonLy_thL@-éﬁl
linitid haTorah. The apostate has renounced this second kedushab.
The Keter Torah sanctifies the individual through the
imperative of "And you shall be for me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation." There is no limit to the kedushah that can be afforded
to the individual through the Keter Torah. The berakhah of "N
omyn Y90 13 M3 is made on Keter Torah -- the kedushat Yisrael

that grows with Torah knowledge.
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