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' Mark Twain on the|Jews

@ |

If the statistics are right. the Jews constitute but pne quarter of one p%rcent
of the human race. It suggests a nebulous puff of star dust lost in the blaze
of the Milky Way. Properly. the Jew ought hardly to be heard of, but he is
heard of, has always been heard of. He is as prominent on the planet as
any other people, and his importance is extrava pantly out of proportion to
the smallness of his builk. ‘

His contribgtions to the world’s list of great/ ngmes in literature, science,
art, music. Enance. medicine and abstruse leafning are also very out of
proportion to the weakness of his numbers. He has made a marvelous fight
in this woriji in all ages; and has done it with hig hands tied behind him. He
could be vain of himself and be excused fpr it. The Egyptiahs, the
Babylonianl&a and the Persians rose, filled the planet with sound and
splendor., tl}hen faded| to dream-stuff and pas sed away; the Gree‘ks and
Romans followed and made a vast noise, and they were gone; other people
have sprung up and held their torch high for a time but it burned out, and
they sit in twilight now, and have vanished. ‘

The Jew s‘aw them a&l survived them all, and is now what he always was,
exhibiting no decadence. no infirmaties. of agg. no weakening of his parts,
no slowing of his energies, no dulling of his al¢rt but aggressive mind. All

things are mortal but the Jews; all other forces|pass, but he remains. What
' is the secret of his immortality? ’

--Mark Twain, Septqn1ber 1897

Source: The National Jewish Post & Observer, Wed., June 6, 1984.
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(Dot "tﬁ[ 29 The NJame of the Parsha %

Lbav

/ Our Parsha begins, “If you pursue My laws /Likewise, if a person totally immerses himself into the
(Bechukosai).” Rashi explains: “this means that one observance of a mitzvah, he and the mitzvah are no

must toil in the study of Torah.” ; longer two separate entities, but one.
In other words, this does not refer to th basic T

he above point, that Bechukosai teaches us a |2ss0n
about observing all the mitzvos in the best and most :
| perfect manner, is a unique quality which we do not find\;_;
by the name of any other Parsha. s
Parshas Mishpatim only speaks about the rational laws,
and Parshas Chukas takes its name from one mitzvah i
particular, the red heifer, rather than the concept of
I{ mitzvos in general. Only Par sai es us
a general message about observing all the mitzvos in the
best possible manner. e
- NS RHLC) | Thus Parshas Bechukosai is a fitting end to the Book of
To stress this point further, Chasidic thought explains Vayikra, a book which stresses the observance of mitzvos
that BeCHuKosai is a derivative of the term C Kikah, tb more than any other book of the Torah, simply by virtue

Wwhich means “engraving.” For, unlike ink which|is used  of the fact that Vayikra contains more laws and less
to write on paper, engraved words are written in stone, narrative than the other four books of the Torah.

i.e. the words and the stone become fused into one single
entity. I e S (S
— .

requirement to observe the mitzvos—for that is
. mentioned in the second half of the verse, “guard My
- commands and observe them.” Rather, we learn here that
in addition to basic observance one should immerse
oneself in the mitzvos with the utmost dedication - “one
must toil” both “in the study of Torah” and likewise with
{; all the other mitzyos. -
 So, the term Bechukosai represents a higher level of
keeping the mitzvos where a person uses all of hi energy
and concentration. ‘

(Based on Sichas Shabbos Parshas Bechukosai 5749)
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