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1. Shemot 40:34-38 

ד ( לד)  ֵ֑ הֶל מוֹע  וֹד הוַיְכַַ֥ס הֶעָנָ ָ֖ן אֶת־א ֹ֣ ן׃ ' וּכְבֹ֣ שְכָָּֽ א אֶת־הַמִּ וֹד ה( לה)מָל   יו הֶעָנֵָָ֑֖ן וּכְבֹ֣ ן עָלָ  י־שָכַַ֥ ָּֽ ד כִּ הֶל מוֹע ֵ֔ ה לָבוֹא֙ אֶל־א ֹ֣ שֶֶׁ֗ ל מ  ן׃ ' וְל א־יָכ ֹ֣ שְכָָּֽ א אֶת־הַמִּ ( לו)מָל  

י ל מַסְע  ל בְכ   ֵ֑ שְרָא  ֹ֣י יִּ וּ בְנ  סְע  ן יִּ שְכֵָ֔ ל הַמִּ עַֹ֣ עָנָן֙ מ  עָל֤וֹת הֶָּֽ ם׃ וּבְה  וֹ׃ ( לז)הֶָּֽ עָלֹתָּֽ וֹם ה  וּ עַד־י  סְעֵ֔ א יִּ ה הֶעָנֵָָ֑֖ן וְל ֹ֣ א י עָלֶ  ם־ל ַ֥ ן ה( לח)וְאִּ י֩ עֲנַַ֨ ש ' כִּ ם וְא ֵ֕ שְכָן֙ יוֹמֵָ֔ ל־הַמִּ עַָּֽ

ם׃ יהֶָּֽ ל בְכָל־מַסְע  שְרָא   ית־יִּ ָּֽ ַ֥י כָל־ב  ינ  וֹ לְע  יְלָה בֵ֑ הְיֶַ֥ה לַ   תִּ

 (34) the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. (35) Moses could not 

enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud had settled upon it and the Presence of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. (36) 

When the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the Israelites would set out, on their various journeys; (37) but if the cloud did 

not lift, they would not set out until such time as it did lift. (38) For over the Tabernacle a cloud of the LORD rested by 

day, and fire would appear in it by night, in the view of all the house of Israel throughout their journeys. 

 

2. Double Ending of Shemot – Rabbi Menachem Leibtag 

 
 

3. Ramban on Numbers 1:1:1 

וכבר הזהיר על טומאת מקדש . המצוות שנצטוו בענין אוהל מועדהתחיל עתה לסדר בספר הזה , אחר שביאר תורת הקרבנות בספר השלישי( א) 

כאשר (, במדבר א נא" )והזר הקרב יומת: "צוה. כאשר הגביל הר סיני בהיות הכבוד שם, ועתה יגביל את המשכן בהיותו במדבר, וקדשיו לדורות

 (.שמות יט יג" )כי סקול יסקל: "אמר

After it explained the laws of the sacrifices in the third book, it begins to detail in this book the commandments that were 

commanded regarding the Tent of Meeting.  It already instructed regarding impurity of the Temple and holy things, and 

now it sets limits on the Mishkan in the desert as limits were set on Har Sinai when the Glory was there.  He commanded 

"the stranger shall die" (Bamidbar 1:51) as it says "for he shall surely be stoned" (Shemot 19:3).... 

 

4. Shemot 40:1-2 

ר( א)  ַ֥ ר׃ ' ה וַיְדַב  אמ ָּֽ ה ל  שֶַ֥ ד׃( ב)אֶל־מ  ָּֽ הֶל מוֹע  ן א ַ֥ שְכַ  ים אֶת־מִּ דֶש תָקִֵּ֕ ד לַח ֵ֑ וֹן בְאֶחָֹ֣ אש  דֶש הָרִּ  בְיוֹם־הַח ַ֥

 (1) And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: (2) On the first day of the first month you shall set up the Tabernacle of the 

Tent of Meeting. 

 

5. Vayikra 9:1-2 

ל׃ ( א)  ָּֽ שְרָא  קְנ  י יִּ ן וּלְבָנֵָ֑יו וּלְזִּ ה לְאַהֲר   שֵֶ֔ א מ  י קָרָֹ֣ ינִֵּ֔ וֹם הַשְמִּ י֙ בַיֹ֣ ל( ב)וַיְהִּ יִּ את וְאַַ֥ ר לְחַטָָּ֛ גֶל בֶן־בָקָָ֧ ֹ֣ ךָ ע  ן קַח־לְְ֠ ל־אַהֲר ֶׁ֗ אמֶר אֶָּֽ ה׃ וַי ֹ֣ ַ֥י יְהוָָּֽ פְנ  ב לִּ ם וְהַקְר   ֵ֑ ימִּ ה תְמִּ לָ   לְע 

 (1) On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the elders of Israel. (2) He said to Aaron: “Take a calf of the 

herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish, and bring them before the LORD. 

 

6. Rashi ibid 

ים .ויהי ביום השמיני( א)  לוּאִּ דֶר עוֹלָם; לַמִּ שְכָן בוֹ בַיוֹם וְנָטַל עֶשֶר עֲטָרוֹת הַשְנוּיוֹת בְס  יסָן שֶהוּקַם הַמִּ דֶש נִּ  :הוּא ר אש ח 

 AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE EIGHTH DAY of the installation of the priests into their sacred ויהי ביום השמיני (1) 

office (cf. Sifra); this was the New Moon of Nisan on which the Tabernacle was finally erected (cf. Rashi on Exodus 

40:29) and it (that day) received ten crowns (it was distinguished in ten different ways) which are enumerated in Seder 

Olam 7 (Sifra, Shemini, Mechilta d'Miluim 2 1; Shabbat 87b). 

 

7. Bamibdar 7:1-3 

ים( א)  ֹ֣ ה לְהָקִּ שֶֶׁ֜ וֹת מ  י בְיוֹם֩ כַלַ֨ מְ  וַיְהִִּ֡ יו וַיִּ לֵָ֑ חַ וְאֶת־כָל־כ  זְב   יו וְאֶת־הַמִּ לֵָ֔ תוֹ֙ וְאֶת־כָל־כ  ש א  ֤ וֹ וַיְקַד  תֶׁ֜ ח א  מְשַַ֨ ן וַיִּ שְכֶָׁ֗ ם׃ אֶת־הַמִּ תָָּֽ ש א  ַ֥ ם וַיְקַד  י ( ב)שָח   ֹ֣ יא  יבוּ֙ נְשִּ ֙ וַיַקְרִּ

ם הָ  ַ֥ ת ה  י הַמַט ֵ֔ ֹ֣ יא  ם נְשִּ ם ה ֵ֚ תֵָ֑ ית אֲב  ֹ֣ י ב  ל רָאש   שְרָא ֵ֔ ים׃ יִּ ָּֽ ים עַל־הַפְקֻדִּ מְדִּ  ֹ֣י ה( ג)ע  פְנ  ם לִּ יאוּ אֶת־קָרְבָנֶָׁ֜ ַ֥י ' וַיָבִַּ֨ ה עַל־שְנ  ר עֲגָלָָּ֛ ר בָקֵָ֔ ֹ֣י עָשָֹ֣ ת צָב֙ וּשְנ  ש־עֶגְלַֹ֥ ש 

https://www.sefaria.org/profile/jonathan-ziring
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.40.34-38
https://www.sefaria.org/Ramban_on_Numbers.1.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Exodus.40.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.9.1-2
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.7.1-3


ן׃ שְכָָּֽ ַ֥י הַמִּ פְנ  ם לִּ יבוּ אוֹתָ  ַ֥ ד וַיַקְרִּ וֹר לְאֶחֵָ֑ ים וְשֹ֣ אִּ   הַנְשִּ

 (1) On the day that Moses finished setting up the Tabernacle, he anointed and consecrated it and all its furnishings, as 

well as the altar and its utensils. When he had anointed and consecrated them, (2) the chieftains of Israel, the heads of 

ancestral houses, namely, the chieftains of the tribes, those who were in charge of enrollment, drew near (3) and brought 

their offering before the LORD: six draught carts and twelve oxen, a cart for every two chieftains and an ox for each one. 

When they had brought them before the Tabernacle, 

 

8. Rashi Bamidbar 1:1 

בָתָן לְפָנָיו מוֹנֶה אוֹתָם כָל שָעָה  תוֹךְ חִּ ם מְנָאָן —מִּ צְרַיִּ מִּ ים, כְשֶיָצְאוּ מִּ נְיַן הַנוֹתָרִּ ידַע מִּ גֶל מְנָאָן ל  יהֶם מְנָאָם, וּכְשֶנָפְלוּ בָע  ינָתוֹ עֲל  , כְשֶבָא לְהַשְרוֹת שְכִּ

יָר מְנָאָם שְכָן וּבְאֶחָד בְאִּ יסָן הוּקַם הַמִּ  :בְאֶחָד בְנִּ

 Because they were dear to him, He counts them every now and then: when they went forth from Egypt He counted them 

(Exodus 12:37), when many of them fell in consequence of their having worshipped the golden calf He counted them to 

ascertain the number of those left (cf. Rashi Exodus 30:16); when he was about to make His Shechinah dwell amongst 

them (i. e. when He commanded them to make a Tabernacle), He again took their census; for on the first day of Nisan the 

Tabernacle was erected (Exodus 40:2) and shortly afterwards, on the first day of Iyar, He counted them. 

 

9. Rashbam on Numbers 1:2:1 

 לפי שמעתה צריכים לבוא לארץ ישראל ובני עשרים ראוים לצאת בצבא המלחמה 

from this point on the Israelites were headed for the land of Israel, and all males over the age of 20 were enlisted in the 

army for that purpose… 

 

10. Ramban on Numbers 1:45:1 

 ...וזהו שאמרו רבותינו מרוב חבתם מונה אותם כל שעה... יהם מצרימה ועתה הם כחול היםאולי להודיעם חסדו עליהם כי בשבעים נפש ירדו אבות ...

כי ישימו עליהם עינם לטובה יבקשו עליהם ... והוא נודע אליהם בשמו יהיה לו בדבר הזה זכות וחיים ' ועוד כי הבא לפני אב הנביאים ואחיו קדוש ה 

שהמלכות עושה בבואם למלחמה כי עתה היו מזומנים ליכנס לארץ ולבא במלחמה עם מלכי האמורי אשר ויתכן שנאמר עוד כי היה זה כדרך ...רחמים

כי המנין מפני צבא המלחמה ועוד שיחלק להם הארץ למספרם וידע כמה חבלים יפלו להם מן הארץ הנכבשת להם כי לולי דבר ... בעבר הירדן

 המרגלים היו נכנסים שם מיד 

1. Perhaps He wanted to make His kindness known to them, for they had gone their ancestors had gone down to Egypt 

with 70 people and now they were like the sand by the sea... This is what the rabbis meant when they said "because of His 

love he counted them always." 

2. Additionally, one who comes before the father of prophets and his brother and is known by name will have merit and 

life... for they will pay favorable attention to them and pray for mercy for them... 

3. It's possible that this was done as a king does when he goes to war, for now they were ready to enter the land and battle 

the kings of the Emori on the other side of the Yarden... for the numbers were for the army.  Also, the land was to be 

divided according to their numbers, and they needed to know how many portions would fall to them in the conquered 

land, for if it had not been for the spies, they would have entered immediately.   

 

11. Bamidbar 1:2-3, 46 

ר לְגֻלְגְ שְ ( ב)  וֹת כָל־זָכָ  מֵ֔ ר ש  סְפַֹ֣ ם בְמִּ תֵָ֑ ית אֲב  ֹ֣ ם לְב  תָ  שְפְח  ל לְמִּ שְרָא ֵ֔ י־יִּ ָּֽ ת בְנ  וּ אֶת־ר אש֙ כָל־עֲדַֹ֣ ם׃ אֶׁ֗ ל ( ג)לֹתָָּֽ ֵ֑ שְרָא  א בְיִּ א צָבָ  ַ֥ צ  עְלָה כָל־י  ים שָנָה֙ וָמֵַ֔ ֤ ן עֶשְרִּ בֶַ֨ מִּ

ה וְאַהֲר ָּֽ  ם אַתַָ֥ תָ  בְא  ם לְצִּ תָָּ֛ וּ א  פְקְדַ֥ ים׃( מו)…ן׃תִּ ָּֽ שִּ וֹת וַחֲמִּ א  ש מ  ַ֥ ים וַחֲמ  ֵ֑ שֶת אֲלָפִּ לֶף וּשְלֹֹ֣ וֹת אֶ  אַ֥ ש־מ  ים ש  הְיוּ֙ כָל־הַפְקֻדִֵּ֔ ָּֽ  וַיִּ

 (2) Take a census of the whole Israelite community by the clans of its ancestral houses, listing the names, every male, 

head by head. (3) You and Aaron shall record them by their groups, from the age of twenty years up, all those in Israel 

who are able to bear arms… (46) all who were enrolled came to 603,550. 

 

12. Shemot 38:26 

ים שָנָה֙ ( כו)  ֤ ן עֶשְרִּ בֶַ֨ ים מִּ ר עַל־הַפְקֻדִֶּׁ֗ ב ֶׁ֜ ל הָע  דֶש לְכ ַ֨ קֶל הַק ֵ֑ קֶל בְשֶֹ֣ ית הַשֶ  ַ֥ לֶת מַחֲצִּ קַע לַגֻלְג ֵ֔ ים׃ בֵֶ֚ ָּֽ שִּ וֹת וַחֲמִּ א  ש מ  ַ֥ ים וַחֲמ  שֶת אֲלָפִֵּ֔ לֶף֙ וּשְלֹֹ֣ וֹת אֶ֙ אַ֥ ש־מ  עְלָה לְש   וָמֵַ֔

 (26) a half-shekel a head, half a shekel by the sanctuary weight, for each one who was entered in the records, from the 

age of twenty years up, 603,550 men. 

 

13. How many censuses were there? 

• Rashi: 2 [Identical numbers may be coincidence.  Netziv:the second census assured we reached the needed number.] 

• Ramban and others 1+ : Shemot was more general.  Bamidbar got into details of family.  [Number of deaths may have 

been equal to the number of people coming of age; may have been a difference in terms of Shevet Levi] 

• Chizkuni, Bechor Shor, Gra 1: In Bamidbar 

• Cassuot: One census that took several months to implement, as we find by Dovid.   
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