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Four Expressions of Redemption
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Therefore, say to the Children of Israel: ‘I am Hashem, and I shall take
you out from under the burdens of Egypt; I shall rescue you Jrom their service; I
shall redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. I shall take
you to Me for a people and I shall be a G-d to you; and you shall know that I am
Hashem your G-d, Who takes you out from under the burdens of Egypt.

Rashi and Rashbam write? that the four cups of wine we drink at the Pesach Seder
parallel the four expressions of redemption: nR¥—7 shall take you out, "n23m—I shall
rescue you, No®N—1 shall redeem you, and "nnp9—1I shall take you.

One is allowed to drink between the first and second cups of wine, as well as
between the second and third. But between the third and the fourth it is forbidden to eat or
drink. Why is this so? There are people who think that the redemption is about the physical
deliverance from bondage, freedom and liberation from the yoke of the oppressor. For such
people, the first three expressions of redemption are sufficient, "nx¥w, *n>¥m, and noRa, I
shall take [you] out, rescue [ you] nd redeem [you]. The fourth one, 232 *n™m av% * nonx

D°PIR? PP, and I shall take you to Me for a people and I shall be a G-d to you—they are
willing to forgo. Our Sages teach us that the first three expressions of redemption are not
the most significant aspects of redemption, and this is why it is permissible to drink between
the first, second and third cups of wine. But between the third and the fourth one cannot eat
or drink because the crux of redemption is the redemption of the soul, and it is this
redemption for which we are grateful —the salvation of the soul and the closeness o G-d,
receiving the Beis HaMikdash and having the Divine Presence rest among us. This is the
point of redemption, as the Ramban says® “The exile did not end until the day [the people]
returned to their place and returned to the stature of their forefathers.”
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* Ramban, in his introduction to Sefer Shemos.
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