Origins

1. Encyclopedia Britanica
Evil eye, glance believed to have the ability to cause injury or death to those on whom it falls; pregnant
women, children, and animals are thought to be particularly susceptible. Belief in the evil eye is ancient
and ubiquitous; it occurred in ancient Greece and Rome, in Jewish,Islamic, Buddhist,
and Hindu traditions, and in indigenous, peasant, and other folk societies, and it has persisted
throughout the world into modern times. Those most often accused of casting the evil eye include
strangers, malformed individuals, childless women, and old women.
The power of the evil eye is sometimes held to be involuntary; a Slavic folktale, for example, relates the
story of a father afflicted with the evil eye who blinded himself in order to avoid injuring his own children. More
frequently, however, malice toward and envy of prosperity and beauty are thought to be the cause. Thus, in
medieval Europe it was considered unlucky to be praised or to have one’s children or possessions praised, so some
qualifying phrase such as “as God will” or “God bless it” was commonly used.
Measures taken to ward off the evil eye vary widely between cultures. For example, some authorities suggest that the
purpose of ritual cross-dressing—a practice that has been noted in the marriageceremonies of parts of India—is to avert
the evil eye. Asian children sometimes have their faces blackened, especially near the eyes, for protection. Among some
Asian and African peoples the evil eye is particularly dreaded while eating and drinking, because soul loss is thought to
be more prevalent when the mouth is open; in these cultures, the ingestion of substances is either a solitary activity or
takes place only with the immediate family and behind locked doors. Other means of protection, common to many
traditions, include the consumption of protective foodstuffs or decoctions; the wearing of sacred texts, amulets, charms,
or talismans (which may also be hung upon animals for their protection); the use of certain hand gestures; and the
display of ritual drawings or objects.
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http://www.britannica.com/topic/evil-eye/images-videos/Blue-eye-amulets-for-sale-as-protection-against-the-evil/127296
http://www.britannica.com/place/ancient-Greece
http://www.britannica.com/place/ancient-Rome
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Judaism
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Islam
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Buddhism
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Hinduism
http://www.britannica.com/topic/folk-society
http://www.britannica.com/place/Europe
http://www.britannica.com/topic/marriage
http://www.britannica.com/topic/soul-loss

Is It Real?
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4, Rambam, ad loc.
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5. Talmud Bavli, Bava Metzia 107b
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6. Shmos 30:12, Rashi ad loc.
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8. Gur Aryeh, ad loc.
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9. Siddur, Birchos Hashachar
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Does it Have Basis in Halacha?

Looking Into Others’ Property
10. Talmud Bavli, Bava Metzia 107a, Rashi, ad loc.
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11. Mishna, Bava Basra 1:1
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12. Chidushei HaRamban, Baba Basra 59a
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13. Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 378:5 [R. Yosef b. Ephraim Karo, born in Toledo Spain
and died in Safed, 1488-1575]
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Aliyos for Family Members
14. Orchos Chaim, Hilchos Sheini Vechamishi, Siman 26
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15. Maharil, Hilchos Krias HaTorah
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16. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 241:6
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17. Mishna Berura, ad loc.
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Fish on Rosh Hashana
18. Pri Megadim, Eishel Avraham, OC 583:1
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How Does it Work?

Approach One: The Eye Can Affect Reality
19. Rabbeinu Yonah, Avos 2:11
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A. Metaphysics
20. Chazon Ish, Bava Basra Siman 21
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The Physics Behind Schrédinger’s Cat Paradox

By Melody Kramer, National Geographic
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A cat is placed in a steel box along with a Geiger counter, a vial of poison, a

hammer, and a radioactive substance. When the radioactive substance
decays, the Geiger detects it and triggers the hammer to release the poison, {
which subsequently kills the cat. The radioactive decay is a random process,

and there is no way to predict when it will happen. Physicists say the atom

exists in a state known as a superposition—both decayed and not decayed at

the same time.
Until the box is opened, an observer doesn't know whether the cat is alive or dead—because
the cat's fate is intrinsically tied to whether or not the atom has decayed and the cat would, as

Schrédinger put it, be "living and dead ...
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in equal parts" until it is observed. In other words,

until the box was opened, the cat's state is completely unknown and therefore, the cat
is considered to be both alive and dead at the same time until it is observed.

"If you put the cat in the box, and if there's no way of saying what the cat is doing, you have to
treat it as if it's doing all of the possible things—being living and dead—at the same time,"
explains Eric Martell, an associate professor of physics and astronomy at Millikin University.
"If you try to make predictions and you assume you know the status of the cat, you're

[probably] going to be wrong. If, on the other hand, you assume it's in a combination of all of
the possible states that it can be, you'll be correct."

Immediately upon looking at the cat, an observer would immediately know if the cat was alive
or dead and the "superposition" of the cat—the idea that it was in both states—would collapse
into either the knowledge that "the cat is alive" or "the cat is dead," but not both. Schrédinger
developed the paradox, says Martell, to illustrate a point in quantum mechanics about the
nature of wave particles.

"What we discovered in the late 1800s and early 1900s is that really, really tiny things didn't
obey Newton's Laws," he says. "So the rules that we used to govern the motion of a ball or
person or car couldn't be used to explain how an electron or atom works." At the very heart of
quantum theory—which is used to describe how subatomic particles like electrons and protons
behave—is the idea of a wave function. A wave function describes all of the possible states that
such particles can have, including properties like energy, momentum, and position.
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http://news.nationalgeographic.com/
http://www.millikin.edu/academics/cas/physicsastronomy/Pages/Faculty.aspx

"The wave function is a combination of all of the possible wave functions that exist," says
Martell. "A wave function for a particle says there's some probability that it can be in any
allowed position. But you can't necessarily say you know that it's in a particular position
without observing it. If you put an electron around the nucleus, it can have any of the allowed
states or positions, unless we look at it and know where it is."

That's what Schrodinger was illustrating with the cat paradox, he says. "In any physical system,
without observation, you cannot say what something is doing," says Martell. "You have to say it
can be any of these things it can be doing—even if the probability is small."

B. Psychology
21. Shiurei Harav, HaDarom 61
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Approach Two: Disconnecting Blessing

22. Zerah Kodesh, Parshas Vayeitze
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Approach Three: Inviting Questions

23. Talmud Bavli, Rosh Hashana 16b
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24. Divrei Shaul, Agados, Brachos 20a
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25. Michtav Me’Eliyahu, IV page 6 [Rav Dessler
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How Does One Avoid It?
26. Talmud Bavli, Bava Basra 118a
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27. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 55b
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The Root of Blessing

28. Talmud Bavli, Bava Metzia 42a
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29. Ein Aya, Brachos 55b
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