7702

Valuable Pursuits that Complement Torah ~ Pirkei Avot 2:2
Rabbi Judah Kerbel ~ Queens Jewish Center ~ 2 Av 5780
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1. Avot 2:2

Rabban Gamaliel the son of Rabbi Judah Hanasi said: excellent is the study of the Torah when
combined with derekh eretz, for toil in them both keeps sin out of one’s mind; But [study of the]
Torah which is not combined with a worldly occupation, in the end comes to be neglected and
becomes the cause of sin.
And all who labor with the community, should labor with them for the sake Heaven, for the
merit of their forefathers sustains them (the community), and their (the forefather’s)
righteousness endures forever; And as for you, [God in such case says] I credit you with a rich
reward, as if you [yourselves] had [actually] accomplished [it all].
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2. Rav Ovadiah Mi-Bartenura
Derekh eretz — labor or trade
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3. Tiferet Yisrael
Meaning that learning Torah is beneficial only when it includes morals and humility.
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4. Hagahot Maimoniot [R. Meir b. Yekutiel Hakohen] on Rambam Hilkot Talmud Torah Ch. 3

Rabbeinu Tam explained that “derekh eretz” is of the essence.
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5. Derekh Chayim (Maharal of Prague — Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel)
Rabban Gamliel is explaining that even things that are Heavenly matters like torah, one should
not say “it’s enough for me to do those and ‘one who obeys the commandments will know no
harm,” and therefore it should not enter one’s mind to not turn one’s attention to earthly
matters and to do labor; rather, a person needs to be engaged with Heavenly matters in the
proper order, and for that reason it says “excellent is the study of Torah with derekh eretz,” and
one should not change the order of priority: derekh eretz comes before Torah, and this is what is
meant “excellent study of Torah with derekh eretz, as derekh eretz comes first.” And




this is like that which we clarified in the introduction that derekh eretz came before the Torah,
and this matter develops based on the creation of man, that wisdom and intellect come after
things that are not entirely intellectual, and this is how it is appropriate for a person to
behave, that first one should learn ‘derekh eretz,” which is not an intellectual
matter, and then he should get closer to Torah, which is intellectual, and this is
what is meant by “excellent is Torah study with derekh eretz.”
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6. Kovetz Shiurim [R. Elchanan Wasserman] Part IT Siman 47

Regarding that which is frequently said by many that “Torah is good with derekh eretz” - there

is a midrash in Parashat Naso “flour mixed in with oil — that the Torah should be mixed in with

good deeds...” and the explanation of derekh eretz in this Mishna is “good deeds,” and
this is what is meant by Rabbeinu Tam in saying that derekh eretz is the essence, that study is
not the most essential rather action.
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7. Machzor Vitri (R. Simcha of Vitry) Section 425

[The language of this Mishna] is astonishing, as it seems that derekh eretz is essential... but we
should reject this, as they are both equal, since it says that “the toil of both” of them
[makes sin forgotten].
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8. Hagahot Maimoniot

But Rabbeinu Elchanan said that on the contrary, Torah is the essence. Firstly, because
Chazal said that one should make their Torah fixed and work casual, and both were upheld; and
it says later in Avot that the Torah is acquired in 48 ways, including decreasing derekh eretz;
and it says here that any Torah that isn’t accompanied by labor is destined to be neglected...
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9. Mirkevet Ha-Mishna

There are those who have pointed out the difficulty that if derekh eretz is defined as “labor,” why
is the word “melakha” sometime termed as “derekh eretz” and sometimes as “melakha?” So
therefore, some said that derekh eretz refers to virtues. So Rabban Gamliel is teaching us three




things here: First, that a person should be complete in their intellectual virtue, and that is Torah.
Second, moral virtues, and that is “derekh eretz.” Third, that a person should have a labor. And I
the young feel it is appropriate to explain that this Sage is not warning the importance of labor,
as this is already stated above. Rather, I am coming to explain that a person should be complete
in their learning and doing, and the action is defined as both derekh eretz and melakha.
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10. Rav Ovadiah mi-Bartenura
As Torah [study] dulls the strength of a man and work pulls apart and breaks the body, and as a
result of this the evil impulse is rendered idle for him.
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11. Rashi
Since he learns and is engaged with Torah and also engages in trade in order to make a living, he
doesn’t covet and steal money from others.
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12. Rav Ovadiah mi-Bartenura

And if one might ask, let him work in Torah [study] and its exertion will cause sin to be
forgotten, therefore it is required to say, "all [study of the] Torah in the absence of a worldly
occupation comes to nothing in the end." As it is impossible for him without food, and [so] he
will rob the creatures and forget his study.
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13. Rabbeinu Yonah

The matter is like its simple understanding - when he neglects work, it brings him to poverty
and it drags along several sins and its evil is great. As on account of it, he will 'love gifts and not
live," and flatter people even if they are evildoers, in order that they give to him. Also when the
money from the gifts runs out, he will become a thief or a kidnapper (or gambler) and will bring
'home loot taken from the poor' so that he not die of hunger. And when a person reaches these
traits, his spirit knows no restraint and he will not rest and not be still until he transgresses all of
the commandments that are stated in the Torah, since 'one sin brings along [another] sin.'
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14. Sefer Orchot Tzaddikim, “Gate of Joy”
The Creator, blessed is He, created man for many different types of labor, and he created for him
sustenance through hard work and toil, and if everything was ready without any toil, we
wouldn’t need many mitzvot, such as charity, robbery, theft, coveting, and many others. And a
person would not trust in God. And this is why King Chizkiyahu of Judah hid the Book of
Healing, in order that one who is ill would trust God and not in medicine. And if one does not
work and did not have to toil to find sustenance, he would pursue after transgressions, as it is
written “and Yeshurun grew fat and kicked.” And our sages said “excellent is Torah with derekh
eretz, as the two together rid one of sin.
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15. Tiferet Yisrael
All Torah that is not accompanied by labor — even if your behavior is proper.
Will be neglected — will be constantly burdened by having to beg for their needs.
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16. Midrash Shmuel

That which is said “any Torah that does not come with labor” — meaning that when one learns it,
meaning that when one learns Torah, their intention is not to do work and to fulfill the teachings
of Torah, rather their intention is to be called “rabbi” or “sage,” and their intention is not to
know the mitzvot in order to fulfill them, (as it says “an ignoramus is not pious” — and his
intention was not this), rather he had some other external intention, this person’s Torah will
cease in the end since it was not for the Torah’s sake, and not only that, but also this Torah that
was learned will cause him to sin because up until now, if he sinned, it was merely an “error” not
a [more severe] “iniquity” because before, he was just an ignoramus who didn’t know right from
left. But now that he has learned Torah and knows what will cause him to stumble and did not
learn it in order to fulfill mitzvot, this Torah causes sin, and the sin becomes an iniquity, not
error since he knows what he is supposed to do it and does not do it, and this is intentional
sinning, not unintentional.

2 MVN 3 PI9 MIAN IY ININY WITN .17

DY DXPOIWN MXNN NWYNR DY) NNNN TID DY ININTNY GRY DN 10D NN DY DIPOIN 931 1IN
77 DNONXDN NX INY XYY NT DY DN N> DX Y DD DY MXNI XD NN PIDYD KD ONIQ DNY PN NN
YMON NIAKN MIAN MITY DNOYN TN DI DY NIITI 11D DNV DYDY DNNY DXPOIY 1PN DNINDN WY
. MIAKN MIAN NPT DNIN




17. Midrash Shmuel

“All of those who engage in communal needs” — to say that even though we have cautioned
about the importance of learning Torah and doing mitzvot and those engaging in communal
needs do not have the time to learn Torah or engage in mitzvot, nonetheless they should not be
upset by this and should not neglect their work — rather they should do their work and do it for
the sake of heaven, as this is the best of all, and it clarifies that the merits of ancestors helps
them...
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18. Rambam Avot 2:2

By derekh erets (the way of the world), he meant involvement in a livelihood. And his saying,
"and leads to sin" is as I explained it in another place [about] their saying (Kiddushin 29a), "In
the end he will steal from the creatures." And about his saying, "And as for you, I credit you with
a great reward, as if you [yourselves] had done it [on your own]," it is the word of God to those
who work for the community. As sometimes they are prevented from doing a commandment
while they are occupied with the needs of the community. And he said that God, may He be
blessed, counts the reward upon them as if they had done that commandment even
though they did not do it, since they were involved with the needs of the community for the
[sake of the] name of Heaven.
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19. Tiferet Yisrael
Even though their engaging with the community disrupts their Torah and livelihood, and those
two things are necessary to get rid of soon, nonetheless their righteousness endures.
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20. Midrash Shmuel

After cautioning a person to do work in order to sustain themselves, now it is talking with those
who chose their livelihood to be from dealing with communal matters, and they are paid by the
community for everything they do based on its weight — they are paid more for the bigger tasks
and less for the smaller tasks — now it is admonishing them to not burden the community to give
them a big salary, as they alone do not do everything, as they have partners in the tasks, as the
merit of ancestors helps them, and their righteousness endures to help them, and if they think of
it this way, they realize that they only deserve half of the reward for that task.
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21. Rabbeinu Yonah
Not to be honored and not to derive benefit from them and not to lord over them, but rather to
lead them in the straight path, and everything should be for the name of Heaven.
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Even though the merit of their ancestors sustained them and their needs were accomplished by
the merit of their ancestors, and not by you - you the ones working - I credit you as if all their
needs were accomplished by you and in your merit... And 'all that you do, the Lord will make
successful in your hand,' since "the merit of their ancestors sustains them." Hence one who
works for the community will benefit himself very much - but only if he directs his
heart to Heaven.
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22. Machzor Vitri

If you tried hard the first time and it was not successful, nonetheless do not give up that we
gained nothing from it since it did not work out, as for sure Hashem does not deprive them of
due reward. Rather Hashem considers it like you did it and it was successful, as the Sages said
that Hashem conjoins a good intention with the action.




