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The essential principles governing the Jewish legal at-
titude to A.1.D. have thus been laid down in the classics off
Jewish law long ago. The considerations involved, though
complex, may appear to warrant rather liberal conclusions
on the legitimacy of the practice. Nevertheless, in the grow
ing number of modern responsa on_the subject, A.L.D. i
unanimously and utterly condemned. The firstmwit1
WM;T’/—LJWBWnsum in reply to an en-i
quiry from Buda 1 1930. Disregarding the earlier
arguments on an accidental impregnation through water as.
irrelevant and resorting directly ro 2 Biblical reference,” the
author looks on #4.1.D. as plain adultery and on the children
so_produced as Alamzerim.*® But this extreme view found
aaly 1solated echoes in fater responsa,” and the consensus of
rabbinic opinion decidedly rejected both conclusions:

If Jewish law nevertheless opposes A.I.D. without re-
servation as utterly evil, it is mainly for moral reasons, not
because of the intrinsic i“m
apal motives for the revulsion against the practice is the
fear of the abuses to which its legalisation would liggkh.ow-
ever great the benefits may be in individual cases. By reduc-

ing human generation to stud-farming methods, A.I.D. sev-
ers the link between the procreation of children and mar-

riage, indispensable to th intenance of the family as the

'

KXY &5 82 518 poonw nyTan Ny

oo s (2060 ">

Toost_basic and sacred unit of humag_society. It would en-

able women to satisfy their craving for children without the
Becessity to have homes or husbands. It would pave the way

‘to a disastrous increase of promiscuity, as a wife, guilty of

adultery, could always claim that a pregnancy which her
busband did not, or was unable to, cause was brought about
by A.L.D., when in fact she had adulterous relations with an-
other man. Altogether, the gencration of children would be-
come arbitrary and mechanical, robbed of those mystic and
intimately human qualities which make man a partner with

God t1n the creagv ton of the race.™
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