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Moreh Nevuchim 3:34

Among the things that you likewise ought to know is that the Torah does not consider the isolated/individual, and
the command was not given with a view to the minority of cases. Rather, in everything that it is desirable to accomplish,
be it an outlook or a character trait or an action that is effective, only the things that are a majority are considered, and no
attention is paid to something that rarely occurs, nor to the damage that will occur to an individual human because of that
decree and Torah governance.

For the Torah is a Divine thing, and (therefore) you can learn (about it) from natural things, where the general
utilities found in them include and necessarily entail private damages, as has been explained in our words and in the words
of others.

On the basis of this distinction, you should not be astonished that the purposes of the Torah are not fulfilled in
every individual. Rather, it follows necessarily that there will be people whom that Torah governance does not bring to
perfection, as the forms of natural species do not achieve all that necessarily follows from them in each individual
member of the species, for everything comes from one Deity and one Actor, were given from one Shepherd, and the
reverse of this is impossible, and we have already explained that the impossible has a fixed nature that will never change.

Furthermore, on the basis of this distinction it would not be proper for the commandments to be influenced by the
changing conditions of human beings and the times, in the way that the preparation of medicines is influenced, with each
preparation specific to each individual in accordance with his mixture of humors at that particular time, but rather it is
appropriate for Torah governance to be absolute and completely general, even though this will be negative for some
people, and not negative for others, for if it were according to the individual there would be a loss for all, “and you would
given your words by degrees”.

For this reason, it is inappropriate for matters in the Torah aimed at immediate purposes to be bounded by time or
place, but rather the laws should be absolute and framed generally, as the Exalted said “the congregation — there shall be
one statute for you etc”, and their intent is the general utilities, which relate to the majority, as we have explained.
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