Ahavat HaShem and Yir'at HaShem, and their Resonance Today

A Shiur on the 22™ Yahrtzeit of R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik »"xz

By,
Rabbi Dr. Jeffrey R. Woolf

1. M. Avot 3, 6:
INNIY DN NTNY NIDY NI FROIVI FAYI'Y NIWY INIX NN 19D WK XNO97N 1N

['I1 NTO' YR 7y INTIANI ("0 0INY) MMXIY AWNN 17'9X "INl 78 1TV 2¥1 07X (2"9 0*70N)
W' N IR N2 TR (A DRTN) TnRKaY 0IY 17'9R 1101 VISY' DTN 272 TNKIY YIY 17'9R
MY NX DT WK DI 722 (D Nimw) Mmxaw TR 17'OX 01121 ynw'l ' awp' iyl 8
)'N2NA1 YR KAR

Rabbi Chalafta ben Dosa of Kefar Chanania used to say: If ten men sit together and
occupy themselves with the Torah, the Divine Presence rests among them...And
from where do we learn that this applies even to five? ...And how do we learn that
this applies even to three?...And from where can it be shown that the same applies
even to two?... And from where even of one? Because it is written (Exodus 20:24) "In
every place where | cause my name to be remembered | will come to you and bless
you."

2. Rambam, Hil. Avodah Zarah I, 2:
22 INX 12179 201D ITAY DN7 MANRI DX 7RNY NNRIPY 'R DTN 22 1TAY 0NN IDIRY DRI

D'YIN DYN 7D 17 DINNWNYT "2 IMNIX 1WYI 720 17 112172172 17 10011 17 12701 D'IPN
NIY'TINY 1179 201DN NIX X' T MNIXE279 DTAY DIIX DNY7 YT YIRD 'Y IRYIE DRoRNI
NIYaaN 21 0NN 'WRIAENRY'RD DNNIENI72'02 DAY NIYY7 1T 0T 29 17'nNni IR
DRI NTAYY IR DYNINE NN NIXD ITY DYN 707 DNNIREDNY DINNYNI |'Yapnnl
17'NNNI 217D IWYN 7R )2 1WYTINYXNT QNN IT NTIAYAY DN7 DMNIK DNYNDIE,NINN
702 2ITAY DN7 AR DNNAY "2T RN IR 72720 IR XYY 21DDNAY nI71 Tmy? DOnK 0T
NNIXN DX TIAY? D71VN 722 0T 12T VWL, IWYN 7RI 1WYIEINTIAY )T DN7 YTl
T30 DY NDNWI D' IDIXRY |11, NIINNWATZI DN7 21071 1T 1T DRIvn NIy

N7X D'WTI' D' DI0PNI D'YWIN YIRN DY 72 INXNAL INNDD X710 DNyl Dipa '3 'on xanal
yawn1 NTav? 07 NINNWNY? DNRLENA 1DINNIY DDAXR 7 721001 AR 71 YY 79 DNixn
D'727a01 DN X7R NI7R DY 'RY ['MTN [N RXI'D1 ONIND [120 0N I'NY D'ONNIT,NNYA
NN IWTI' K71 NN DY DTR DIV ' R7 DM7190 01X 72X NMT?1 09722 1780 DNIXD WYY
T TV 272001 7710 079N N AT YT 291,029 DY N NPWIMNERN D 071y orTne
11X DNNAXR KINED71Y 7Y 1 TNy

In the course of time, there arose among men false prophets, who asserted

That God had commanded and expressly told them, "Worship that particular star, or
worship all the stars. Offer up to it such and such sacrifices. Pour out to it such and
such libations. Erect a temple to it. Make a figure of it, to which all the people — the
women, children, and the rest of the folk-shall bow down." The false prophet pointed
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out to them the figure which he had invented out of his own mind and asserted that it
was the figure of that particular star which had been shown him in his prophetic
vision. And then they began to make figures in temples, under the trees, on the
mountains, and the hills. There they would assemble, bow down to the figures, and
tell all the people that this particular figure conferred benefits and inflicted injuries
and that it was proper to worship and fear it. The priests would say to them,
"Through this worship, shall you increase and prosper. Do this and do not do that."
Other imposters then sprang up who declared that the star, celestial sphere, or
angel, had communed with them, and said to them, "Worship me in such and such a
fashion,” had taught them a definite ritual, and said to them, "Do this, and do not do
that."” So gradually the custom spread throughout the world of worshipping figures
with various modes of worship, such as offering up sacrifices to them, and bowing
down to them.

As time gradually passed, the honored and revered Name of God was
forgotten by mankind, vanished from their lips and hearts, and was no longer known
to them. All the common people and the women and children knew only the figure of
wood and stone and the temple edifice in which they had, from their childhood, been
trained to prostrate themselves to the figure, worship it, and swear by its name. Even
their wise men, such as priests and men of similar standing, also fancied that there
was no other god, but the stars and spheres, for whose sake and in whose similtude
these figures had been made. But the Creator of the universe was known to none,
and recognized by none save a few solitary individuals, such as Enosh, Methusalah,
Noah, Shem, and Eber. The world moved on in this fashion until that pillar of the
world was born, the patriarch Abraham.

3. Rambam, Hil. Yesode ha-Torah I, 1-2:
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It is our duty to love and fear this honored and revered God ( X211 72210 DwN)

As it is said: "You shall love the Lord your God" (Deut. 6, 5) and it is further said:
"You shall fear the Lord your God" (ibid. 6, 13).

And what is the way that will lead to the love of Him and the fear of Him? When a
person contemplates His great and wondrous works and creatures, and from them
obtains a glimpse of His wisdom which is incomparable and infinite, he will
straightway love Him, praise Him, glorify Him, and long with an exceeding longing to
know His great Name, even as David said, "My soul thirsts for God, for the living
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God" (Ps. 42, 3). And when he ponders these matters, he will recoil frightened, and
realize that he is a small creature, lowly and obscure, endowed with slight and
slender intelligence, standing in the presence of Him who is perfect in knowledge.
And so David said "When | consider Your heavens, the work of your fingers- what is
man that you are mindful of him?" (Ps. 8, 4-5).

4. Sefer Mitzvot Gadol, Mitzvot Aseh 3:
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5. Uvikashtem mi-Sham, 21-22:

We are commanded by the Halakhah to utter a benediction over every cosmic
phenomenon: over the afterglow of the fiery sunset and the purple of the sun-
rise trickling along the mountaintops; over the rising moon sprinkling its pale
light; over the stars in their courses and the comets leaping from clear space;
over the sight of the rainbow in the clouds; over the thunder and lightning
arising from mist; over the budding trees and the sweet-smelling exquisite
flowers; over the murmur of the ocean and the rushing of the surf; upon eat-
ing water and bread, the fruits of the trees and the crops of the fields; over the
healthy body, created with wisdom, with its muscles and nerves; over the abil-
ity to move and to stand erect. In short, we utter a benediction over everything
man encounters that demonstrates the power of creation. What is a benediction
— whether birkat ha-nehenin, a blessing over something we imbibe, or birkat
re’ivah, a blessing over something we behold — if not praise and thanksgiving
to God for the nature of the world, a nature that changes. in the instant that
the benediction is uttered, into a supernatural, miraculous universe; if not the
redemption of nature from its muteness, deprivation, and solitude; if not the
identification of the cosmic dynamics with the primordial will of the Creator,
which is hidden and acts from within its hiding place on organic and inorganic
matter, on animal, vegetable, and mineral! What does the benediction attest
to if not the strange fact that — in spite of the psychological law that habit and
custom dull the subtleties of feeling, dim the alertness of the intellect, and
extinguish the flame of ecstasy — the Jew is enthusiastic about each and every
phenomenon? (21-22).



6. Addition to Halakhic Man (Lawrence Kaplan in Mentor of Generations, 338):

Halakhic man is neither a liberal nor an extremist. He dislikes the
ady to compromise, but also disapproves ol the ex

liberal who is re .
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lakhic truth.
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7. Shulhan Arukh, Orah Hayyim 476, 2:
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