Adjusting Sights

This shiur is kindly sponsored by Shevy & Richard Cooperberg Izecher nishmas Shevy's
mother, Rachel bat Yechiel Mechael, Mrs. Rose Friedman Brafman.
and by Paula & Moishe Weinstein on the upcoming yahrzeit of Moishe’s brother, Mr. Israel
Weinstein, Yisrael ben Asher Anshel.
and by Ruchie & Yonah Hamlet on the yahrtzeit of Yonah's mother, Mrs. Sarah Hamlet, Sarah
bat Shmuel, and Ruchi's father's yahrtzeit, Ephraim ben Alexander.

The Journeys of Life




1. The Segula
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2. Bamidbar 33:1-2
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These were the marches of the Israelites who started out from the land of Egypt, troop by
troop, in the charge of Moses and Aaron.
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Moses recorded the starting points of their various marches as directed by the LORD. Their
marches, by starting points, were as follows:

3. Moreh Nevuchim 111:50
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4. Rashi, ad loc.
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R. Tanchuma gave another explanation of it (of the question why these stages are here recorded).

A parable! It may be compared to the case of a king whose son was ill and whom he took to a

distant place to cure him. When they returned home the father began to enumerate all the stages,

saying to him, “Here we slept, here we caught cold, here you had the head-ache, etc.” (Midrash

Tanchuma 4:10:3.
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5. Malbim, Bamidbar 33:5
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A Time for Cleaning
6. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 8a
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Having mentioned the verse, “For whoso finds Me finds life,” the Gemara seeks to clarify its
meaning. It is said, “For this, let every pious man pray to You in the time of finding, that
the overflowing waters may not reach him” (Psalms 32:6). With regard to the phrase, the time
of finding, Rabbi Hanina said: The time of finding refers to the time one must find a wife,
that one should pray to find a suitable woman to marry. As it is said: “He who finds [matza]
a wife finds [matza] good and obtains favor from the Lord” (Proverbs 18:22).
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Rabbi Yohanan said: The time of finding refers to a respectful burial, for which one should
pray.
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Mar Zutra said: The time of finding refers to finding a lavatory. As most places did not
have a sewage system, one was forced to relieve himself outside the city. Because of this
unpleasantness, finding a suitable location was called by Mar Zutra, the time of finding. In the
West, Eretz Yisrael, they say: This explanation of Mar Zutra is preferable to all of them,
as the term motza is explicitly associated in the Bible (see Il Kings 10:27) with the lavatory .

7. Olas Reiya, ad loc.
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1. 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, Habit 2, pages 96-97



PLEASE FIND A PLACE TO READ THESE NEXT FEW PAGES where you can be
alone and uninterrupted. Clear your mind of everything except
what you will read and what I will invite you to do. Don’t worry
about your schedule, your business, your family, or your friends.
Just focus with me and really open your mind.

In your mind’s eye, see yourself going to the funeral of a loved
one. Picture yourself driving to the funeral parlor or chapel,
parking the car, and getting out. As you walk inside the building,
you notice the flowers, the soft organ music. You see the faces of
friends and family you pass along the way. You feel the shared
sorrow of losing, the joy of having known, that radiates from the
hearts of the people there.

As you walk down to the front of the room and look inside the
casket, you suddenly come face to face with yourself. This is your
funeral, three years from today. All these people have come to
honor you, to express feelings of love and appreciation for your
life.

As you take a seat and wait for the services to begin, you look at
the program in your hand. There are to be four speakers. The first

is from your family, immediate and also extended—children,
brothers, sisters, nephews, nieces, aunts, uncles, cousins, and
grandparents who have come from all over the country to attend.
The second speaker is one of your friends, someone who can give
a sense of what you were as a person. The third speaker is from
your work or profession. And the fourth is from your church or
some community organization where you’ve been involved in
service.

Now think deeply. What would you like each of these speakers
to say about you and your life? What kind of husband, wife, father,
or mother would you like their words to reflect? What kind of son
or daughter or cousin? What kind of friend? What kind of working
associate?

What character would you like them to have seen in you? What
contributions, what achievements would you want them to remem-
ber? Look carefully at the people around you. What difference
would you like to have made in their lives?

Before you read further, take a few minutes to jot down your
impressions. It will greatly increase your personal understanding
of Habit 2.

OVER 15 MILLION SOLD

| THE (HABITS OF

_HIGHLY

EFFECTIVE
PEOPLE

Powerful Lessons

I

Steph‘en” R. Covey



