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13.12 Women Saying Kaddish

Related by Dr. Joel B. Wolowelsky, “Modern Orthodoxy and
Woman’s Self-Perception,” Tradition, vol. 22, no. 1 (Spring 1986), p.
80, 1. 9.

About fifteen years ago, the issue [of permitting a woman to recite
Kaddish] came up in an out-of-town chapter of Yavneh, and I
asked a board member [who was one of Rabbi J. B. Soloveitchik’s
students] to put the duestion to the Rav. He wrote me: “I spoke
with the Rav about the question you asked concerning a girl saying
Kaddish. He told me he remembers being in Vilna at the Gaon’s
kloiz, which wasn’t one of your modern Orthodox shuls, and a
woman came into the back [there was no ezrat nashim] and said
Kaddish after Ma’ariv. I asked him whether it would make a differ-
ence if someone was saying it along with her or not, and he replied
that he could see no objection in either case.” An advisory board
member subsequently confirmed that this was the Rav’s opinion.
Recently, I have heard of a number of people who recalled similar
incidents of women saying Kaddish in prewar Lithuania.
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