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. For her part, and continuing her group's ill-considered foray into Jewish legal decisorship, Hadassah
president June Walker pronounced that the bill "undermines Jewish values" since "the preservation ofa
woman's health is the standard in determining when an abortion is permissible.”

She grievously misleads. To be sure, the Talmudic sources are clear that the life of a pregnancy-endangered
Jewish mother takes precedence over that of her unborn child when there is no way to preserve both lives.
And, while the matter is not free from controversy, there are rabbinic opinions that allow abortion when the
pregnancy seriously jeopardizes the mother's health. But those narrow exceptions do not translate into some
unlimited mother's "right to make her own reproductive choices,” the upshot of Roe v. Wade, which
Hadassah enthusiastically endorses.
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