SEFERPBEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

A NEW CREATION AND THE PERMISSION TO EAT MEAT
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Rav Michael Rosensweig, “Parshas Noach: A New Creation?” (www.TorahWeb.org)

[The cumulative evidence makes a compelling case for the view that this second creation reflects man's
limitations and Hashem's disappointment. Coming on the heals of the need for such a radical restructuring
and the Divine assessment- (8:21)" &7 yezer lev ha-adam ra mi-neurap"-, it is likely that the new world order
constituted a concession to man's inability to sufficiently distinguish himself from the rest of creation.
According to Abarbanel, he was permitted meat as a concession to ensure his survival. According to other
perspectives, man's lower ambitions and aspirations no longer justified such dietary restrictions. The world
was, indeed, reconstituted, but on a different basis. The need to reiterate the theme of zelew elokim and the

prohibitions against murder in this context of lowered expectations is paramount.

This perspective is consistent with the view that we have developed elsewhere (TorahWeb, parshas Noah,
5760, 5761) according to which Noah, himself, especially in contrast to both Avraham and Moshe, personifies
the values of compromise and survival, not those of spiritual excellence and idealism. His association with the
7 Noachide commands, and especially his personal link with every min hachaz, which simultaneously accents
the allowance of meat and its restriction, contrast dramatically with the loftier spiritual idealism embodied by
taryag mizvot and the total corpus of Torah and balakbab.

The impact of the mabu/ on human nature and world order may have been profound. However, the ideal
challenges presented to Adam continue to inspire mankind in general, and especially Az Yisrael.
Notwithstanding the second act of creation following the "#whu vavoboo" after the mabul, it is the initial creation

of Bereishis that we continue to commemorate on Rosh Hashanah ("bayom harat olaw'") and every Shabbat. As
the Ramban notes the fact that we designate days of the week by their distance from Shabbat conveys a

powerful message that the entire week revolves around Shabbat. In this way, Jews continue to underscore their

ideal commitment to Hashem in the post-mabu/ world.




