
SEFER BEREISHIS::::    A STUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY 

A NEW CREATION AND THE PERMISSION TO EAT MEAT

 (`)(`:h ziy`xa) l`paxa`
cizrdn micgete mi`xi ,xard lr mila`zne minnezyn eid daizd on mz`va eipae gpy wtq oi`dfe ,

... zeigd on micgete mi`xi eidy 'ade ... mdiade`e mdiaexw zzin lr mila`zn eidy '`d :'c mixacdn
oia mipicne dhhw leti ot mi`xi eid 'cde ... ur ixt epl oi` ik lek`p `n mixne`a mildazd eidy 'bde
beecfdl mdivtg izlae mdiiga mivw eid el` zeaygn iptne ... lade oiwd enk df z` df ebxdie mig`d

'cd t"r cizrd lr mildape xarl minnezyp z"iyd d`x xy`ke ... dldal ecilei `ly ick mdizeypl
cbpke ... mzeala eid xy` zeaygndn '` lkl miqgein mixaca mze` jxae  mal l` xac dl`d mixac

 ayrd wxid miwna mkl cenri xyaady l"x ... zepefn xcrdn 'bd

(`:h ziy`xa) m"ialn
 .eaxe ext ... miwl` jxaie .mixac 'cn ldazd mny mlerd d`xe daizd on ez`va `"ixdn 'itoexqg [`

ux` e`lni mdy "eaxe ext" mdl xn` df lr ,miyp` 'c wx ex`yp `ly ,ipicnd ueawdsxh eidi `ly [a .
 "... mkzge mk`xene" xn` f"r ,zetxehd zeigd ipylf"r ,lke` lke dcyd gnv lke ur lk zxkpy iptn [b

xya lek`l mdl xizd"mc`d mc jtey" xne` ,lade oiwa enk df z` df mig`d ebxdi `ly [c .

 (a)(`:h ziy`xa) w"cx
 ,miwel` jxaie d`ixad zligza mikexa eid xaky t"r`ycgzp ik ,d`ixad zligzk mdl did dzr

mina ux`d lk dqkzp ixdy edae edz didy xg` mlerde"xt mdl xn`y dn :dkxade .

(a:h ziy`xa) w"cx
 ,mk`xenedpey`x dkxaa xn`y enk(gk:` lirl) ecxe deyake" 

(c:h ziy`xa) w"cx
 xya j`... ez` mzeigdl ynxae digae serae dndaad gxhy itl ,gpl xyad xizd jkitl ik d`xpe
 ,daizdgp cr `l` mlk`le mzindl xzed `ly `l` ezlik`l oia ezk`lnl oia e`xap mc`d jxevl ik

mda gxhy itl.

  (b)(hk:` ziy`xa) o"anx
,rxf rxef ayr lk z` mkl izzp dpd wxi lk j` ,xya lek`le dixa zindl ezy`le mc`l dyxd `l

xya mdl xizd gp ipa e`ayke ,mlk eicgi elk`i ayrdidi mkl ig `ed xy` ynx lk (b h oldl) xn`py ,
 .lk z` mkl izzp ayr wxik dlk`llk z` mkl izxzd oey`xd mc`l izxzdy ayr wxik.i"yx oeyl ,

 ,ux`d zig lkle (xzed `l d"c:hp) oixcdpq zkqna axd yxit okez`e miayrd izzp zeigle mkl
dlk`l ayr wxi lk z`e zepli`d ... .ur ixt lke rxf rxef ayr lk ezy`le mc`l ozp la` ,ok epi`e

deya mlk cgi mlk`n oi`e .mirxfd `le urd ixt `l ,ayr wxi lk ozp minyd serle ux`d ziglej` ,
:`xwn ly eheyt `ede .epizeax zrck gp ipa cr ea eyxed `l xyad

 ,df didemdl yie ,zlkynd ytpd ilral da encp ,mytpa dlrn zvw mdl yi drepzd ytp ilray iptn



dzinde xrvd on egxaie ,mdipefne mzaeha dxiga ... ,ux`d lr ekxc z` xya lk zigyde ,e`hg xy`ke
exeara mneiw ik ,lek`le hegyl zeyx mdl ozp ,oind meiwl mdn livd gp xearae ,leana ezeniy xfbpe:

... igd on xa` mdl xq`e ytpa zeyxd mdl ozp `l df lk mre

 (d:h ziy`xa) o"anx
ozpe ,dlk`l ur ixt ea xy` urd lk z`e rxf rxef ayr lk z` mc`l ozp dxivid zra ik ,oiprd ceqe ...

 ,dlk`l ayr wxi lk z` diglxn` xy`k dzre .mbdpne mrah `ed ik ,ok idie (l ` lirl) aezkd xn`e
eidiy zeevl jxved ,dlk`l dfl df miigd ilra eidiy bdpna e` raha myede miigd ilrad hegyiy mc`a

mda etexhi `le mdn e`xii mde ,mdipiyl sxh mc` ipal miigd ilra x`ymknc z` j`e xn`e .
:ef z` ef sexhl mda x`yp ok m` ,dzxag cin dig mc yexci `l ik fenxl ,mkizeytpl

mc jetyl bdpnd didy dhigyd xzid iptn o`ka minc zkity xeqi` exikfd mrh dfeepizeax zrc lr ik ,
 ,dfa oey`xd mc` xidfd xak (a ep oixcdpq)ig lk mc jetyl mkl izxzd xnel jxved dhigyd iptn la`

eze` jetyl rah mdl didi `ly miigd lkle mkl xeq` didiy mknc izlef:

(my ziy`xa) l`paxa`
cr lek`l milgin eid m`o ixt ur `le ux`d ayr `l lek`l mkl did `l daizd on e`viyk eipae gp la`

 ... xya zlik` mkl xizd ,arxa ezeni minxk erhie zecy  erxfiyecnli mzlik`l g"ra mbxday itle
lecb xzei zeixfk` `edy igd on xa` mdl xq` zeixfk`

Rav Michael Rosensweig, “Parshas Noach: A New Creation?” (www.TorahWeb.org)
[T]he cumulative evidence makes a compelling case for the view that this second creation reflects man's
limitations and Hashem's disappointment. Coming on the heals of the need for such a radical restructuring
and the Divine assessment- (8:21)" ki yezer lev ha-adam ra mi-neurav"-, it is likely that the new world order
constituted a concession to man's inability to sufficiently distinguish himself from the rest of creation.
According to Abarbanel, he was permitted meat as a concession to ensure his survival. According to other
perspectives, man's lower ambitions and aspirations no longer justified such dietary restrictions. The world
was, indeed, reconstituted, but on a different basis. The need to reiterate the theme of zelem elokim and the
prohibitions against murder in this context of lowered expectations is paramount. 

This perspective is consistent with the view that we have developed elsewhere (TorahWeb, parshas Noah,
5760, 5761) according to which Noah, himself, especially in contrast to both Avraham and Moshe, personifies
the values of compromise and survival, not those of spiritual excellence and idealism. His association with the
7 Noachide commands, and especially his personal link with every min hachai, which simultaneously accents
the allowance of meat and its restriction, contrast dramatically with the loftier spiritual idealism embodied by
taryag mizvot and the total corpus of Torah and halakhah. 

The impact of the mabul on human nature and world order may have been profound. However, the ideal
challenges presented to Adam continue to inspire mankind in general, and especially Am Yisrael.
Notwithstanding the second act of creation following the "tohu vavohoo" after the mabul, it is the initial creation
of Bereishis that we continue to commemorate on Rosh Hashanah ("hayom harat olam") and every Shabbat. As
the Ramban notes the fact that we designate days of the week by their distance from Shabbat conveys a
powerful message that the entire week revolves around Shabbat. In this way, Jews continue to underscore their
ideal commitment to Hashem in the post-mabul world.


