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What is the Theme of Masechet Avoda Zara? What is its place in Seder Nezikin?

L Order of the Masechtot
a. For the most part, the masechtot in each seder of Shas are organized by the number of perakim,
starting with the largest and ending with the smallest. For these purposes, the three “Bavas” are
really one masechet.
b. Nevertheless, many Rishonim assumed that there was thematic progression as well.
c. Why then in Avoda Zara where it is, and what does that teach us about the theme of the
masechet?

II. The Rambam
a. Read the following passage from the Rambam’s introduction to the Mishna. Keep the following
questions in mind:
i. Why does he think Masechet Avoda Zara is placed where it is?
ii. What does that imply about the theme of the masechet?
iii. The Mishnayot that he refers to in Sanhedrin are below the Rambam
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III. Tosafot
a. Read the first Tosafot in the masechet.
i. Does he/do they agree or disagree with Rambam?
ii. What is the theme of the masechet that emerges, if any?
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IV. The Mishnayot
a. Skim the Mishnayot in the entire masechet.
i. Does a theme emerge?
ii. Does it fit the above models?

V. The Gemara
a. Start skimming the Aggadot on the first several daf (don’t worry about getting everything).
b. What does this add to the theme of the masechet?
c. We will return to this in our shiur on Aggada.

VI. The Meiri
a. Read the following 2 passages from the Meiri. What does he think about the placement and
theme of the masechet?
b. Does his organization of the chapters help develop a theme?
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VII. Extra Sources

a. See this article by R. Avihud Schwartz, briefly outlining a similar idea:
https://www.etzion.org.il/he/%D7%91%D7%99%D7%9F-%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C-
%D7%9C%D7%A2%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9D-%D7%A4%D7%AA%D7%99%D7%97%D7%94-
%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A1%D7%9B%D7%AA-%D7%A2%D7%91%D7%95%D7%93%D7%94-%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%94



