Mitzvah and Commentary:

The Relationship Between the Written & Oral Torah

I — Purpose of Commentary
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When we have endeavored to undertake this job [to write] volumes about learning Torah and explaining
it’s laws, we mentioned in the introduction to our work on the Mishnah the foundations that are ciritical
to believe in regarding prophecy and the fundamentals of tradition, and what all Rabbinic Jews must

believe in regarding the Oral Torah

II —Centrality and Operationalizing of Mitzvos
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All of the mitzvos that were given to Moshe at Sinai were given with their commentary. As it

says “l gave to you the Tablets of stone, the Torah and the mitzvah.” “Torah” refers to the



Written Torah and “mitzvah” refers to its commentary. And He commanded us to fulfill the

Torah based on the mitzvah. And “mitzvah” is what is known as the Oral Torah.
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This mode of slaughtering, which is spoken of in the Torah, must be explained, so as to know on
what organ of the animal shehitah is performed; what is the extent of shehitah; with what
instrument, when, where and how shehitah is executed; what things invalidate shehitah; and
who may serve as a shohet. All these details are implied in the biblical command, which states:
"You shall slaughter any of your cattle or sheep ... as | have instructed you, and you may eat to
your heart's content in your settlements." All these details were commanded orally, like the
rest of the Oral Torah which is referred to as Mitzvah (commandment), as we have explained in

the introduction to this work.
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And the [Vilna Gaon’s] learning schedule was like how Moshe

would [teach us]: He would learn the written Torah with its

Oral commentary in a manner that one would know how to

derive [those oral laws] from every word and vowel, as was

evident from his book on the Torah.
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And after that, a person should study Mishnah for 5 years until
they know it by heart. [Mishnayos] are legal rulings without their

reasons.
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And after that a person should study Talmud for 5 years until
they know in a general fashion the reasons for the laws and their
sources in the Written Torah and how they are derived using the
13 Principles, as well as all the other hermeneutics of the sages
that [which they arrived at] via tradition for Moshe at Sinai, their

own logic, or as decrees to protect the laws of the Torah.
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And after that, a person should dedicate the rest of their lives,
each according to the intellectual and logistical abilities, to delve
into the Talmud with questions and answers to arrive at the
depths of the reasons and interpretations, and to infer one thing

from another to innovate new laws and derivations from verses.
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The Torah is referred to

The truly humble soul

as mashal hakadmoni,

recognizes that its mission in

“the primeval analogy,” -

life lies in the pragmatic aspect

an analogy for ‘the

of Torah, both in studying it

Primary Being of the

for himself and explaining it to

world,’ i.e., G-d. Just as an

others: and in doing acts of

analogy enables a person

material kindness by lending an

to grasp the analogue, so
too, the intellectual
dimension of the Torah
serves as an analogy that
enables limited human
beings to connect to the
Essence of G-d.

empathizing mind and counsel
from afar regarding household
concerns, though the majority, if
not all, of these concerns are
things of falsehood. For the
loftiest beginnings are rooted in
the end.







