Medical Treatment on Shabbat Il #11: Grama, and Skincare
R” Mordechai Torczyner — michael.torczyner@yu.edu

Mitigation #3: Grama

1. Mishnah Shabbat 16:5 (120q)
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One may make a barrier of vessels, full or empty, to prevent a fire from crossing. Rabbi Yosi prohibited with new pottery

jugs filled with water, because they cannot tolerate the fire, and they would split and extinguish the flames.

2. Rabbi Yom Tov El-Asvili (Ritva, 13t-14th century Spain), Commentary to Shabbat 120b
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Granted there is no biblical prohibition, for gramais certainly not included in “doing”, there still is a rabbinic prohibition.

3. Rabbi Chaim Ozer, Achiezer 3:60 (1934)
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Regarding the matter, as the mechanism of electric kindling is clarified in the journal, before the wire enters the glass,
there is a gap... and when one turns the wheel, a small plate serves as a form of bridge, for the current to cross. Based
on this, there is room to discuss whether turning the wheel in the assembly is only grama. It would be like Sanhedrin
77b, "If one throws an arrow, and there is a shield in [his victim's] hand, and another person takes the shield, or even
the thrower himself takes the shield, he is exempt. When he threw it, there was an interruption before his arrow."... So,
too, regarding Shabbat it would be grama... This is the substance of his position. | asked an electrician...
We see from the position of Rabbi Moshe haKohen that where the arrow is very close to the shield, removing the shield
is itself like shooting an arrow, and would be liable for this... So, too, if one shifted the bridge and the electrical current
would immediately cross...

4. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (20t century Israel), Minchat Shlomo 1:10:6 a3
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It is also clear that even were there a biblical prohibition involved in activating the motor, still, in our case even though

the heat enters immediately and shortly activates the motor, even still, this is not like the rule that one who stirs is liable

for cooking... for there it immediately heats and cooks.

5. Rabbi Yisroel Rozen (201215t century Israel), nawa a»nmwpbx avaw»n, hitp://bit.ly/1zbAC7w
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The definition of an act as grama requires two conditions:

(1) One performs a "dead" action, which does not start a path. For example, one moves a peg on a wall when the

Shabbat clock is off, so that afterward, when the Shabbat clock is on, the light will remain on longer in the room.

(2) Another force, not dependent on the human action, is mixed in. (For example: Fire that a person did not light, or a

Shabbat clock that has been running since before Shabbat.) This cause will later "reveal" that the human did something

before, and then the result will take place: Turning on the light in the room when the appointed time arrives on the clock,

extinguishing a flame when barrels break, and so on.
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In any case, grama requires the element of "later", meaning that there must be a time lapse between the human action
and its results, which will be caused by a separate cause (with a gap of at least several seconds). In practice, the time
must be random, and not a simple delay of a fixed time.

6. Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Auerbach (20t century Israel), cited in Shemirat Shabbat k’Hilchatah 33 (83)
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It would be good to do this such that the urine draws close to it on its own, which would be considered only grama.

7. The Zomet “Shabbat Phone” for Vital Needs
http://www.zomet.org.il/eng/_Uploads/dbsAttachedFiles/ShabbatPhone_Instructions_ ENG.pdf

The Grama switch or button has no electric voltage or current connected o it, it's similar to a light switch on a wall with
the Shabbat clock timer turned off. An electronic circuit periodically scans this switch approximately every 3 seconds. If
the very brief periodic scanning finds that a switch or button has changed state, an operation will be executed after a
few seconds. There is an assurance that no activation will occur while the switch is being pressed.

Skincare: mann

8. Rabbi Dovid Ribiat, The 39 Melochos, #29 Memachaik/Smoothing, pg. 913

Memachaik refers to smoothing hard, rough surfaces (e.g. wood) or even flexible materials (e.g. leather) that are firm
in the sense that they cannot be readily molded into a shape.

Memarayach refers to smoothing soft, pliable substances that may be pressed or molded to a shape (e.g. wax).

9. Mishnah Shabbat 22:3 (Shabbat 146q)
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And if there is a hole in it then one may not place wax on it, because he is smearing.

10. Talmud, Shabbat 75b
JPTIRN DIWR 230 N2AW2 70 100na
One who smears a plaster on Shabbat is liable for smoothing.

11. Talmud, Shabbat 146b
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[Sealing a hole with] oil: Rav prohibits, Shemuel permits. The one who prohibits says we decree because of wax. The
one who permits says we do not have such a decree.

12.Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (1920t century Poland), Mishneh Berurah 314:45
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Even though there is no smearing with oil, it is prohibited as a decree because of wax. And specifically thick oil, since
there is some degree of smearing one might come to confuse it [for the case of wax].

13. Rabbi Dovid Heber, THE KASHRUS, SHABBOS, AND PESACH GUIDE TO COSMETICS

Oils that pour faster (with a viscosity of 600 cP or less) are not subject to this prohibition. For example, STARK tested Ultra
Dawn Concentrated Dish Liquid/Anti-Bacterial Hand Sogp at room temperature (70 F) and determined that it is
permissible to use on Shabbos.

14.Rabbi Yosef Karo (16 century Israel), Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 316:11
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15. Rabbi Avraham Gombiner (17t century Poland), Magen Avraham 316:24
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