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1. The explanation is simple and unexpected. Throughout the story of Abraham and Sarah, God promises
them two things: children and a land. The promise of the land (“Rise, walk in the land throughout its
length and breadth, for I will give it to you,” Gen. 13:17) is repeated no less than seven times. The promise of
children occurs four times. Abraham’s descendants will be “a great nation” (Gen. 12:2), as many as “the
dust of the earth” (Gen. 13.16), and “the stars in the sky” (Gen. 15:5); he will be the father not of one nation
but of many (Gen. 17:5).
 
Despite this, when Sarah dies, Abraham has not a single inch of land that he can call his own, and he has
only one child who will continue the covenant, Isaac, who is currently unmarried. Neither promise has
been ful�lled. Hence the extraordinary detail of the two main stories in Chayei Sarah: the purchase of land
and the �nding of a wife for Isaac. There is a moral here, and the Torah slows down the speed of the
narrative as it speeds up the action, so that we will not miss the point.
God promises, but we have to act. God promised Abraham the land, but he had to buy the �rst �eld. God
promised Abraham many descendants, but Abraham had to ensure that his son was married, and to a
woman who would share the life of the covenant, so that Abraham would have, as we say today, “Jewish
grandchildren.”
R' Sacks Z"L - https://www.rabbisacks.org/covenant-conversation/chayei-sarah/beginning-the-journey/ 

2. Genesis 23:16

Avraham accepted Ephron’s terms. Avraham paid out to
Ephron the money that he had named in the hearing of the
Bnei Chet—four hundred shekels of silver at the going
merchants’ rate.

בראשית כ״ג:ט״ז
קלֹ֤ אַבְרָהָם֙ שְׁ מַע֣ אַבְרָהָם֮ אֶל־עֶפְרוֹן֒ וַיִּ שְׁ וַיִּ

אָזְנֵי֣ בְנֵי־חֵת֑ ר֖ בְּ בֶּ ר֥ דִּ סֶ֕ף אֲשֶׁ לְעֶפְרןֹ֔ אֶת־הַכֶּ
סֶ֔ף עבֵֹר֖ לַסּחֵֹרֽ׃ קֶ֣ל כֶּ ע֤ מֵאוֹת֙ שֶׁ אַרְבַּ

3. Rashi on Genesis 23:16:1

לעפרןאברהםוישקל AND ABRAHAM WEIGHED TO EPHRON
[THE SILVER] — The name Ephron is written defectively
(without the (ו to indicate that there was something missing
in Ephron viz, sincerity — because he promised much but did
not do even the very least (Bava Metzia 87a): He took from
him big Shekels, viz., centenaria (worth a full 100 smaller
units) as it is said, “money current with the merchant” which
means, such coins as were everywhere accepted as worth a
full Shekel — for there are places where their Shekels are of
large size, centenaria; old French Centenars (cf. Ruth R. 7).

רש"י על בראשית כ״ג:ט״ז:א׳
חָסֵר וָי"ו; לְפִיוישקל אברהם לעפרן.

ה (בבא ה, וַאֲפִלּוּ מְעַט לאֹ עָשָׂ אָמַר הַרְבֵּ שֶׁ
דוֹלִים קָלִים גְּ נוּ שְׁ נָּטַל מִמֶּ מציעא פ"ז), שֶׁ

נֶּאֱמַר עבֵֹר לַסּחֵֹר, הֵן קַנְטָרִין, שֶׁ שֶׁ
כָל מָקוֹם (שם ובכורות קֶל בְּ שֶׁ לִים בְּ תְקַבְּ מִּ שֶׁ

הֵן דוֹלִים, שֶׁ קְלֵיהֶן גְּ ִ שּׁ נ'), וְישֵׁ מָקוֹם שֶׁ
קַנְטָרִין צנטינא"רש בלע"ז:

4. Genesis 24:17-19

(17) The servant ran toward her and said, “Please, let me sip a
little water from your jar.” (18) “Drink, my lord,” she said, and
she quickly lowered her jar upon her hand and let him drink.

בראשית כ״ד:י״ז-י״ט
(יז) וַיּרָָ֥ץ הָעֶבֶ֖ד לִקְרָאתָהּ֑ וַיּאֹ֕מֶר הַגְמִיאִי֥נִי

תֵה֣ ךְֽ׃ (יח) וַתּאֹ֖מֶר שְׁ דֵּ נָא֛ מְעַט־מַיִ֖ם מִכַּ
קֵהֽו׃ּ שְׁ הּ֛ עַל־ידָָהּ֖ וַתַּ דָּ מַהֵר֗ וַתּרֶֹ֧ד כַּ אֲדנִֹי֑ וַתְּ
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(19) When she had let him drink his �ll, she said, “I will also
draw for your camels, until they �nish drinking.”

י֙ךָ֙ ם֤ לִגְמַלֶּ קתֹוֹ֑ וַתּאֹ֗מֶר גַּ כַל֖ לְהַשְׁ (יט) וַתְּ
תּתֹֽ׃ לּוּ֖ לִשְׁ אָב֔ עַד֥ אִם־כִּ אֶשְׁ

5. Genesis 18:4-7

(4) Let a little water be brought; bathe your feet and recline
under the tree. (5) And let me fetch a morsel of bread that you
may refresh yourselves; then go on—seeing that you have
come your servant’s way.” They replied, “Do as you have
said.” (6) Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said,
“Quick, three seahs of choice �our! Knead and make cakes!”
(7) Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf, tender and
choice, and gave it to a servant-boy, who hastened to prepare
it.

בראשית י״ח:ד׳-ז׳
עֲנוּ֖ ָ חֽ־נָא֣ מְעַט־מַיִ֔ם וְרַחֲצוּ֖ רַגְלֵיכֶם֑ וְהִשּֽׁ (ד) יקַֻּ

חַ֥ת הָעֵץֽ׃ (ה) וְאֶקְחָה֨ פַת־לֶחֶ֜ם וְסַעֲדוּ֤ תַּ
ם֖ ן֥ עֲבַרְתֶּ יֽ־עַל־כֵּ עֲברֹ֔וּ כִּ כֶם֙ אַחַר֣ תַּ לִבְּ

׃ רְֽתָּ בַּ ר֥ דִּ אֲשֶׁ ה֖ כַּ עֲשֶׂ ן֥ תַּ כֶם֑ וַיּאֹ֣מְרוּ֔ כֵּ עַלֽ־עַבְדְּ
רָה֑ וַיּאֹ֗מֶר (ו) וַיְמַהֵר֧ אַבְרָהָם֛ הָאהֱֹ֖לָה אֶל־שָׂ

י֥ י וַעֲשִׂ לשֹׁ֤ סְאִים֙ קֶמַ֣ח סלֶֹ֔ת לו֖שִּׁ מַהֲרִי֞ שְׁ
ח֨ קַּ קָר֖ רָץ֣ אַבְרָהָם֑ וַיִּ עֻגוֹֽת׃ (ז) וְאֶל־הַבָּ
ן֣ אֶל־הַנַּעַ֔ר וַיְמַהֵר֖ תֵּ קָר֜ רַךְ֤ וָטוֹב֙ וַיִּ ן־בָּ בֶּ

לַעֲשׂוֹ֥ת אתֹוֹֽ׃

6. Genesis 24:29

Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban. Laban
ran out to the man at the spring—

בראשית כ״ד:כ״ט
מוֹ֣ לָבָן֑ וַיּרָָ֨ץ לָבָן֧ אֶל־הָאִי֛שׁ ולְּרִבְקָה֥ אָח֖ ושְּׁ

הַחו֖צָּה אֶל־הָעָיִֽן׃

7. Rashi on Genesis 24:29:1

וירץ AND HE RAN — Why did he run and what did he run for?
(The next verse explains why). הנזםכראותויהי AND IT CAME
TO PASS WHEN HE SAW THE RING —he said, “This must be
a rich man ,״ and he had an eye to his money.

רש"י על בראשית כ״ד:כ״ט:א׳
ויהי כראות אתלְמָה רָץ וְעַל מָה רָץ?וירץ.
מוֹן:הנזם מָּ יר הואּ זֶה, וְנתָָן עֵינָיו בַּ , אָמַר עָשִׁ

8, Genesis 24:50

Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “The matter
was decreed by the LORD; we cannot speak to you
bad or good.

בראשית כ״ד:נ׳
ר֥ בֵּ בָר֑ לאֹ֥ נוכַּל֛ דַּ וַיַּעַ֨ן לָבָן֤ ובְּתואֵּל֙ וַיּאֹ֣מְרוּ֔ מֵה' יצָָא֣ הַדָּ

אֵלֶי֖ךָ רַע֥ אוֹ־טוֹֽב׃

9. Rashi on Genesis 24:50:1

ובתואללבןויען THEN LABAN AND BETHUEL
ANSWERED —He (Laban) was a wicked person
and so rushed in to answer before his father.

רש"י על בראשית כ״ד:נ׳:א׳
יב לִפְנֵיויען לבן ובתואל. ע הָיהָ, וְקָפַץ לְהָשִׁ אָבִיו:רָשָׁ

10. Genesis 24:14

let the maiden to whom I say, ‘Please, lower your jar that I
may drink,’ and who replies, ‘Drink, and I will also water
your camels’—let her be the one whom You have decreed for
Your servant Isaac. Thereby shall I know that You have dealt
graciously with my master.”

בראשית כ״ד:י״ד
ךְ֙ י־נָא֤ כַדֵּ ר֨ אמַֹר֤ אֵלֶי֙הָ֙ הַטִּ וְהָיהָ֣ הַנַּֽעֲרָ֗ אֲשֶׁ

קֶה֑ אתָֹהּ֤ י֖ךָ אַשְׁ מַלֶּ תֵה֔ וְגַם־גְּ ה֔ וְאָמְרָה֣ שְׁ תֶּ וְאֶשְׁ
י֥תָ חֶסֶ֖ד י־עָשִׂ ךָ֣ לְיִצְחָק֔ ובָּהּ֣ אֵדַע֔ כִּ ֙ לְעַבְדְּ הכַֹחְ֙תָּ

עִם־אֲדנִֹיֽ׃
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11. Rashi on Genesis 24:14:1

הכחתאתה HER THOU HAST APPOINTED — She is
�t for him since she will be charitable and will
therefore be worthy of admission into the house
of Abraham. The word הכחת means selected; old
French approuvest; English thou hast selected.

רש"י על בראשית כ״ד:י״ד:א׳
הֵא גּוֹמֶלֶת חֲסָדִים,אתה הכחת. תְּ וכְּדַאירְאויּהָ הִיא לוֹ שֶׁ

, אפרו"בישט רַרְתָּ ל אַבְרָהָם; ולְּשׁוֹן הכַֹחְתָּ בֵּ בֵיתוֹ שֶׁ נסֵ בְּ לִכָּ
בלע"ז:

12. Genesis 24:64

Raising her eyes, Rebekah saw Isaac. She alighted
from the camel

בראשית כ״ד:ס״ד
פּלֹ֖ מֵעַל֥ הַגָּמָלֽ׃ רֶ֖א אֶת־יִצְחָק֑ וַתִּ א֤ רִבְקָה֙ אֶת־עֵינֶי֔הָ וַתֵּ ָ שּׂ וַתִּ

13. Haamek Davar on Genesis 24:64:2

Because of fear and humility, as if she understood
that she was not �tting to be a wife to him
(Yitzchak) and from then, fear entered her heart.
She was not with Yitzchak like Sara was with
Avraham or Rachel with Yaakov...

העמק דבר על בראשית כ״ד:ס״ד:ב׳
מרוב פחד ובושה כמו שמבינהותקח הצעיף ותתכס.

שאינה ראויה להיות לו לאשה ומאז והלאה נקבע בלבה
פחד. ולא היתה עם יצחק כמו שרה עם אברהם. ורחל עם

יעקב...

14. Aznaim L'Torah 
Yitzchak loved Eisav... and Rivka loved Yaakov.
Yitzchak was a 'complete/pure offering' and did
not experience any trickery or deception in his
father's house. When Eisav would ask him how to
tithe the straw - he believed in his righteousness.
Rivka however, saw trickery in Aram and the
house of her father. Therefore, she was able to
distinguish between good and bad and
recognized Eisav.

אזנים לתורה על בראשית כ״ה:כ״ח
ויאהב יצחק את עשו... ורבקה אוהבת את יעקב. יצחק

היה ״עולה תמימה״ ולא ראה בבית אביו און ומרמה,

וכשעשו שאל אותו איך מעשרין את התבן, - האמין

בצדקתו. אבל רבקה ראתה בארם ובבית אביה תוך

ומרמה ולפיכך ידעה להבחין בין טוב לרע, והכירה את

עשו

15. Pirkei Avot 1:2

Shimon the Righteous was one of the last of the
men of the great assembly. He used to say: the
world stands upon three things: the Torah, the
Temple service, and the practice of acts of piety.

משנה אבות א׳:ב׳
דוֹלָה. הואּ הָיהָ אוֹמֵר, ירֵָי כְנסֶֶת הַגְּ ְ יק הָיהָ מִשּׁ דִּ מְעוֹן הַצַּ שִׁ
ה דְבָרִים הָעוֹלָם עוֹמֵד, עַל הַתּוֹרָה וְעַל הָעֲבוֹדָה לשָׁ עַל שְׁ

מִילותּ חֲסָדִים: וְעַל גְּ
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