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Shemuel, Week 132: 25:32-35 — Dovid’s Response / Dovid, Yaakov and Esav L K
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ;
From last time vl
e MY 73 ONTANY https://www.youtube.com/watch@v=hdpHI13BoU4
o YO Shemot 27, Melachim | 6:29, Yirmiyahu 10:18, among others

A remarkable pair of talmudic passages
1. Talmud, Megillah 14a-b
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“And she was riding on the donkey, descending in the hidden part of the mountain” — “the hidden part of the mountain”2
It should say “from the mountain”! Rabbah bar Shemuel said: It was about blood from hidden places. She took blood
and showed it to him. He said to her: Do we show blood [for examination] at night? She said to him: Do we judge
capital cases at night? He replied: He is a rebel against the throne, and there is no need to judge him [by day — Tosafof].
She replied: Shaul is still alive, and your coin has yet to circulate! He said to her: “And blessed be your reason, and
you are blessed, for you kept me today from entering damim [blood]” — Damim implies two.

2. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 2:3
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She said to him: My master David! What have | done, what have my children done, what have my animals done? He
said to her: He cursed the monarchy of David. She replied: And are you a king? He said to her: Didn’t Shemuel anoint
me as king? She said to him: Our master Shaul’s currency/reputation still endures. “And | am [only] your maid” - this
teaches that he had propositioned her. Inmediately, she took out her bloodstain and showed it to him. He said to her:
Do we examine bloodstains at night? She said to him: Do your ears not hear what your mouth says22 We don’t examine
bloodstains at night, but we judge capital cases at night22 He replied: His judgment was completed while it was still
day. She replied, “And let this not be a pukah for you” — Rabbi Leizer said: There were verbal detractions there.

3. Talmud, Megillah 15a
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There were four beautiful women in the world: Sarah, Rachav, Avigayil, Esther. And according to the view that Esther
was greenish, remove Esther and add Vashti.

4. Midrash Tehillim 53:1
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Dovid and Esav, Avigayil and Yaakov, Naval and Lavan
5. Dovid-Naval matches Yaakov-Lavan

No losses Bereishit 31:38-39  Shemuel | 25:7

Day and night Bereishit 31:39-40  Shemuel | 25:16
No wages Bereishit 31:41-42 Shemuel 1 25:21
Sheep shearing Bereishit 31:19-20  Shemuel | 25:4-5
Ten days Bereishit 31:22-24  Shemuel | 25:38

6. Midrash Tehillim 9:17
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“On the death Laben” - on the death of Naval; the letters of LBN are like the letters of NBL. Then why did it say Laben
and not Naval? Because his deeds were like the deeds of Lavan.
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7. Midrash Tehillim 14:3
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“The naval says in his heart”... Rabbi Yudin cited Rabbi Simon: Naval is Lavan, the letters of one are like the letters of
the other. Just as Lavan was a deceiver, so Naval was a deceiver.

8. David/Yaakov comparisons
Shepherds

Suffering at the hands of a father-in-law
Relationships with Rachel and Michal
The spiritual side

9. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, (X) *®m»927 ®21 nwmp
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It seems that there is a meaningful difference between Naval and Lavan. Lavan was obligated to pay Yaakov, for Yaakov
was his hired worker, with an explicit agreement between the two parties, as opposed to Naval, who seems not to have
owed Dovid anything. But this very opposition teaches that there was no ethical justification for Naval’s conduct, and
the relationship formed between Dovid and his men and Naval's men should have been no less binding than explicit
employment. Ignoring this obligation would be in the class of deception: “Just as Lavan was a deceiver, so Naval was
a deceiver.”

10. Dovid/Esav 400, the sword (25:13), “lest your arm save you” (25:26, 25:31, 25:33)
11. Avigayil/Yaakov  “pass before me” (25:19), berachah (25:27), servant (6) and master (13)

12.Rabbi Amnon Bazak, (3) s9%727 %21 nwp (and see 7y » qwn 172p nRY in Megadim 29)
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Without a doubt, this parallel is not praising Dovid. It contributes to the overall impression which emerges from this

chapter, that David's first response was inappropriate. With this reaction David adopted the hands of Esav, instead of

the voice of Yaakov.

13.Rabbi Moshe Lichtenstein, %9y 1ae a2
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Dovid’s image is complicated. On one hand, it is full of drive and activity. If we had to define David in one word, we
would say: Energy! He is in constant activity, living the life of the field, always found in the camp at the head of his
armies and not resting at home. Even at the end of his days, he still stubbornly wished to go out with the troops, with

his warriors, and not fo sit in his palace, until his men forced him to do it. (Shemuel 11 21:15-17)...



On the other hand, David is not the heroic warrior whose entire existence is battle and hunting, but he is the sweet
singer of Israel, dreaming of “to sit in the house of Gd all of the days of my life, to gaze upon the pleasantness of Gd
and to examine in His sanctuary.” The songs of Tehillim display a religious experience which extends from the field and
nature, as we expect from the man of the field, but there is also room in them for the experience of the home and the
Sanctuary... In the words of our Sages in their derashah regarding David (Moed Katan 16b, building on Shemuel I
23:8), “'He is Adino ha’Etzni’ — When he sat and immersed himself in Torah he made himself soft (adlin) like a worm,
and when he went out to war he toughened himself like wood (efz).” He lived in two worlds, but knew how to blend
them within his personality...

14.Talmud, Gittin 57b
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“The voice is the voice of Yaakov” — No prayer is effective without the involvement of the seed of Yaakov. “And the
hands are the hands of Esav” — No war is victorious without the involvement of the seed of Esav.



