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Shemuel, Week 137: 26:13-25 — Dovid and Shaul for the Last Time & >
R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ; ;
26:13-20 Dovid proves that he could have harmed Shaul (continued) et

1. Malbim to Shemuel | 26:19
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The minchah is always associated with a korban and subsidiary to it. He said: | already brought an o/a# for [Divine]
desire, and now | have added a minchah with the olah, like Vayikra 23:37, “An olah and a minchah.” Meaning: He
didn’t kill him the first time, when he cut the corner of his tunic, and that is considered like a korban which comes to
appease. He didn't kill him now, a second time, and that should be considered like a minchah which is associated with
a korban. That should be considered righteousness for me.

2. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 26:19
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He said this about Shaul and his household, which was the portion of Gd, His reign. Or he said it about Michal and

his own household, like Mishlei 19:14, “A house and wealth are the portion of ancestors, and an insightful woman is

from Gd.” Or, he said it about the Land of Israel...

3. Midrash, Sifri Ekev 43
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[Hashem] said to them, “Be careful, lest the yetzer hara trick you, and you separate from [studying] Torah.” For when
one separates from Torah, he goes and adheres to idolatry, as in Shemot 32:8, “They strayed quickly from the path |
instructed them, they have made for themselves a molten calf.” And it says Shemuel | 26:19... Would you ever think
that King David served idolatry2 But since he stopped learning Torah, he would go and adhere to idolatry.

4. Talmud, Ketuvot 110b
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One should always live in the Land of Israel, even in a city which is mostly of idolaters, rather than live outside of the
Land of Israel even in a city which is mostly of Jews, for anyone who lives in the Land of Israel is as though he has a
relationship with Gd, and anyone who lives outside of the Land of Israel is as though he has no relationship with Gd,
as it says, “To give you the land of Canaan, to be your Gd.”
And anyone who does not live in the Land of Israel has no relationship with Gd2 Rather, it is to teach: Anyone who lives
outside of the Land of Israel is as though he worships idols...

5. Rashi to Shemuel | 26:19
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One who leaves from Israel to outside of Israel during the time of the Temple is as though he worships idols.

6. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 17b
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Rabbi Chanina ben Tradyon said to Rabbi Elazar ben Parta: "You are fortunate; you are caught on five charges and

yet you will be saved. Woe is me; | am caught on one charge, and | will not be saved. You involved yourself in Torah

and in chesed, and | was only involved in Torah." It is as Rav Huna said: One who involves himself in Torah alone is

as though he has no Gd.
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7. Rabbi Shemuel Eidels, Maharsha to Avodah Zarah 17b
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He is as though he has no Gd to save him, for he has no true Gd, Gd forbid, for His traits are chesed, and one must
follow His traits.

8. Rashi to Bereishit 26:12
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“In that land” — Even though it is not as great as Israel itself, the land of the seven nations.

9. Ramban to Bereishit 23:19
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The reason it says, “And afterward Avraham buried his wife Sarah in the cave of the field of Machpelah... this is
Chevron in the land of Canaan” - for it went back to explain the field, the place and the land, because the entire portion
mentioned the Hittites and Ephron the Hittite, and so it mentioned at the end that it was in the land of Canaan, which is
the Land of Israel. And so it said at the start of the portion, “in Kiryat Arba, which is Chevron, in the land of Canaan.”
All of this was to explain that the righteous woman died in the Land of Israel and was buried there, for the Hittites were
a Canaanite family.

10. Talmud, Bava Batra 100a
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When one walks its length and breadth, he acquires the place where he walks, per Rabbi Eliezer. The Sages taught:
Walking is ineffective, until he takes control. Rabbi Eliezer learns this from Avraham...

11. “Like the pursuit of the kore/ in the mountains”
o Llike the kore/bird pursuing the nests of other birds, to sit on their eggs (Chullin 140b)
o Llike someone pursuing the korei bird in the mountains (Radak, Abarbanel)
e Llike pursuing a random yodeler in the mountains (Malbim)

12.Talmud, Berachot 62b
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“If Hashem persuaded you against me, He will accept an offering.” Rabbi Elazar said: Gd said to David, “You call Me
a persuader? | will cause you to stumble in that which even schoolchildren know,” as Shemot 30:12 says, “When you
count the heads of the Children of Israel according to their numbers, and they shall give, each the payment for his life,
efc.” Inmediately (Divrei haYamim | 21:1), “And a satan arose upon Israel, and he persuaded David against them,
saying, ‘Go count Israel.””

13. Prof. Ruth Walfish, Megadim 32 http://www.hatanakh.com/sites/herzog/files/herzog/mega32_walfish.pdf

26:21-25 Dovid and Shaul make peace and part ways (forever)
14.Prof. Yehuda Kil, Daat Mikra Shemuel | pg. 272 fn 35
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This is the second time that Shaul admitted that he sinned... But [in Chapter 15] it was between himself and Shemuel,
while here he admitted it in public.

15. Rabbeinu Yonah, Shaarei Teshuvah 3:2
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If a servant sins against his master and comes to humble himself before him, [the master’s] heart will not be with the
servant until [the servant] knows the gravity of his sin. If it appears to him that the sin is light, there will be greater anger
upon him. Therefore, the sinner must acknowledge the gravity of the sin and its punishment, as Shemuel | 26:21 says,
“I have been foolish, and | performed a very great error.”

16. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 26:23
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He prayed before Gd to repay a person for his righteousness and his faith, meaning, “I know that you will not pay me
in kind with my deeds, but Hashem is the true provider of reward.”

Differences in King Shaul from Chapter 24 to Chapter 26
e An explicit, public apology
e Asking Dovid to return home with him
o Telling Dovid that he will be a successful king

Differences in King David from Chapter 24 to Chapter 26
e Dovid initiates contact with Shaul, rather than run/hide
e Dovid could have kept his hands clean and let Avishai kill Shaul; Avishai offered
e Dovid takes something he can return, and does not wield his sword as he did to cut Shaul’s cloak
e Dovid addresses Avner, rather than Shaul
e Dovid stays far away at the end



