Megillat Esther, Week 18: Authorship, Taxes and Popularity :
R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com B

Who wrote the book?
1. Evidence? 9:20, 9:29-32

2. Talmud, Bava Batra 15a
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The Great Assembly wrote Yechezkel, Trei Asar, Daniel and the Book of Esther.

3. Talmud, Megillah 7a
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Esther sent to the Sages: Record me for generations! They sent to her: “Have | not recorded for you shalishim” — Three,
not four.” Until they found a text in the Torah, “Record this as a memorial in the book” — ‘Record this’ which is written
here and in Deuteronomy, ‘A memorial’ which is recorded in the Prophets, ‘In the book” which is written in the megillah.

4. Rashi to Esther 9:20
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“And Mordechai wrote” — This is this megillah, as it is.

5. lbn Ezra, Introduction to the Book of Esther
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It appears correct in my eyes that Mordechai composed this megillah, and this is the meaning of “And he sent scrolls,”
all of which were versions of one scroll, the megillah, as in patshegen. The Persians copied it, and it was recorded in
the chronicles of their kings. They were idolaters, and they wrote the name of their deity in place of the honoured and
awesome Name, as did the Kutim... And it was for Divine honour that Mordechai did not mention it in the megillah.

6. Malbim to Esther 9:29-32
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Esther wanted that this megiflah should remain among the Writings, but there was a debate about this among the sages,
for one may not add to the Sacred Writings, as in Megillah (7a)... There was also a claim against accepting these days
as established law, violating the prohibition against adding [to the Torah]. Therefore, Esther needed to join with
Mordechai, and she wrote, with the full authority of her monarchy, to uphold this second scroll of Purim, meaning to
uphold the scroll itself... Based on these statements of Esther and her claims, which she wrote to the sages of that
generation, the elements of this “Purim” were upheld, they agreed to establish this “Purim” and make it eternal law...

7. Talmud, Megillah 19a
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“Upon a scroll, with dyo, etc.” How do we know this2 The pleonasm of kefivah — ketivah. Here it says, “And Queen

Esther wrote” and “And Baruch told them: From [Yirmiyahu's] mouth he recited to me all of these words, and | recorded

them on a scroll, with dyo.”

8. Talmud, Pesachim 66b
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‘A sage who is arrogant loses his wisdom’ from Hillel... ‘A prophet [who is arrogant] loses his prophecy’ from Devorah,
as seen in 5:7 and then 5:12.

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 93a
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But Nechemiah son of Chakaliah recorded all of Ezra’s deeds; why wasn't the book named for him2 Rabbi Yirmiyah
bar Abba said: Because he took credit for himself, as in Nechemiah 5:19... Rav Yosef said: Because he degraded
earlier ones, as in Nechemiah 5:15... And even of Daniel, who was greater, he spoke thus. ..

10:1  The Tax
10. Rabbi Avraham lbn Ezra to Esther 10:1
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The text mentioned this to teach that he succeeded in all of his ways, and his might was visible, because Mordechai
was his viceroy.

11. Maharal, Or Chadash on Esther 10:1
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Because of the great deed he performed upon Haman, Achashverosh’s throne was feared, so that everyone listened to
him even though he placed taxes upon them...

12. Maharal, Ner Mitzvah 1, ny9a%nam pasr sy
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And the Talmud (Kiddushin 72a) said, “’And a second beast, like a bear. (Daniel 7:5)’ Rav Yosef taught: These are the
Persians, who eat and drink like a bear, who are fleshy like a bear, who are hairy like a bear, and who are restless
like a bear.” Meaning: They perpetually seek to swallow up; this is their trait. Thus it is written regarding this empire in
Esther 10:1, “And King Achashverosh placed a tax on the land and the islands of the sea.” What does this come to
teach, saying that the king placed a tax on the land2 Only, it comes to say that this was the strength of Achashverosh,
that he was lacking, and he perpetually sought to fill his desire with wealth...

13.Dr. Schlomo Reimer, The Emotional Foundations of the Human Personality (1998), pg. 60
The absence of emotional security always tends to spawn hate. The combination of emotional insecurity and hate
invariably gives rise to a personality trait in which aggression is practised for the express purpose of bolstering security.

10:3  “Most”2

14.Talmud, Megillah 16b
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“And accepted by rov of his brethren” — Most of his brethren, not all of his brethren. This teaches that some of the

Sanhedrin left him. Rav Yosef said: Torah study is greater than saving lives, for at first Mordechai was listed after four,

and in the end after five. (Ezra 2 vs Nechemiah 7)

15. Midrash, Pesikta Zutrita to Esther 10:3
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This teaches that one cannot satisfy everyone. No one was as good for Israel as Mordechai, and yet it says of him that
he was ‘beloved for rov of his brothers’, and not for all of them.



16. Abarbanel to Devarim 33:24
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It reported something shocking, that Mordechai, a Jew, was viceroy for King Achashverosh, and further, he was great
among the Jews. For even though he was viceroy to the king, [one would expect that] he would not be great in the eyes
of the Jews, for they would always say, “But who is his father2” “But who is this, who is he, that his heart should be so
full as to become arrogante” Therefore it said that he was great in the eyes of the Jews.
It would be even stranger for him to be beloved to most of his brethren and that they not envy his power, for this is also
very much part of the nature of the Children of Israel. Therefore, it reported this shocking thing, saying that he was
beloved to most of his brethren. Not all, but most. And in truth, this was because he sought good for his nation, and
sought the welfare of all of his descendants [or: the nation’s descendants].

17.1n case it is of interest
https://www.sie.org/templates/sie/article_cdo/aid /2865772 /jewish/Should-Mordechai-Have-Sacrificed-His-Torah-

Study.htm

Review questions for Chapters 8-10

1) Was Achashverosh actually able to rescind his decree2 How would we know?

2) What two costume practices in the Middle Ages demonstrates that our Purim costumes are meant to emulate
Mordechai’s royal garb from Chapter 82

3) At the end of Chapter 8, were the Persian citizens becoming Jewish as a political act, or a religious act?

4) How were the Jews able to carry out a targeted offensive in Chapter 9, and what is the evidence that this was only
a fargeted offensive?

5) Why did the Jews spontaneously send gifts of food to each other to celebrate, before the letters of Mordechai and
Esther mentioned it2

6) Who wrote the book of Esther, and why does it matter?

7) Why does Chapter 10 emphasize the tax of Achashverosh?

8) What is the message in saying that Mordechai was beloved to “most of his brethren”?2
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