King Solomon’s Arc, Week 33: 9:15-10:13 — Who Paid for it / The Milo / A Queen Visits

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

9:15-22, 2627 Who does the work? Who pays for it2
1. More about the labourers  Melachim | 5:27-28, Divrei haYamim | 22:2, Divrei haYamim Il 2:16-17

2. Rashi to Melachim | 5:27
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“And the tax was” — the salary of 30,000 men.

3. Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:25
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And since it mentioned the great expenditure Solomon made for buildings and the work of the Beit haMikdash, and it
also informed that he did not collect the tax from Israel or the foreigners, but only physical labour for the buildings, it
saw fit to inform from whence came all of the gold for this great expenditure. He did not take from what his father David
left, for he put all of that in the stores of the House of Gd. It said that Solomon brought his gold by boat from Ophir; that
provided all of it.

4. Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:24
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It explained that the intent of this entire story was that Solomon made many great and mighty buildings, and he did not

tax Israel, and they did not donate independently as did the people of the wilderness for the creation of the Mishkan.

For he did not take anything from them, other than the aforementioned work by the foreigners.
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In the Sanctuary, on the other hand, the royal and empiric aspect stands out. The nation of Israel is already established
in its country and the monarchy is established, and the construction of the Sanctuary is performed as one of the royal
mitzvot (after establishing a king and destroying Amalek). The ties formed with neighbouring nations for this purpose
also testify regarding the royal/empire aspect of the building of the Sanctuary. The nation itself is not close to the matters
of the Sanctuary. In the time of Shiloh there was idolatry in the land, and also when there was a major altar in Nov and
Givon, and the Ark was in Kiryat Yearim and Ir David, we don't find any special interest of the nation in these places.
The king was the planner, organizer and executor of the building of the Sanctuary, and the nation’s role was primarily
in the tax he collected from them. Also in the future, “The king, Mashiach [or: the anointed king] will stand and restore
the reign of David to its old, first power, building the Beit haMikdash.” (Rambam, Laws of Kings 11:1)

9:16 Gezer
6. History Yehoshua 10:33, Yehoshua 16:10, Shoftim 1:29, Divrei haYamim | 20:4-8

7. Dr. Sam Wolff, A Sleeping Giant Awakens — The New Excavations of King Solomon’s City of Gezer
https://www.antiquities.org.il/article_eng.aspx@sec_id=17&sub_subj_id=485
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9:24 The palace of Pharaoh’s daughter, and the Milo
8. An explanation  Divrei haYamim |1 8:11

9. Radak to Divrei haYamim Il 8:11
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And although the Aron was only in one of the houses, which was consecrated for it, he considered all of the houses
consecrated because the Aron had entered the area.

10. Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:24
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Lest they say that Pharaoh’s daughter was in the place where the Aron stood.

11.First appearance  Shemuel Il 5:9 / Divrei haYamim | 11:7-8

12. Rashi to Shemuel Il 5:9
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The surrounding wall was low and they filled it with dirt, and the height of the mound was in the middle and it sloped
downward in every direction. This was called “Milo”, and upon it David built houses.

13.Rabbi Yitzchak Levi (1) avwysa mabw mshn https://www.hatanakh.com/download/file/fid /9915
14.The previous function of the Milo

e An open plaza for gathering Radak/Malbim to Shemuel Il 5:9

e A defensive moat Ralbag/Abarbanel to Shemuel Il 5:9

e Access fo the king Ralbag to Melachim | 11:27

e A path for royal flight Radak to Melachim | 11:27
15. What did King Solomon do to the Milo?

e Housing for her servants Rashi to Melachim | 9:24

e Her palace Ralbag to Melachim | 9:24

e Beauty around her palace Abarbanel to Melachim | 9:24

16.Talmud, Sanhedrin 101b (see Melachim | 11:27 first)
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Why did Yeravam merit the throne? Because he rebuked Solomon. And why was he punished?
Because he rebuked him in public, as in Melachim | 11:27. He said to him: Your father David made breaches in the
wall so that the Jews could ascend for the pilgrimage, and you have fenced them in for the sake of making an angaria
for Pharaoh’s daughter!

17.Radak to Melachim | 11:27
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David made breaches in the wall of Zion so that if Israel would rebel, he would flee through there without their
knowledge, as is the practice of Ishmaelite kings today. They make breaches in their fortresses so that if the residents
will rise up against the king, they will flee through there; they call it the “Gate of Treason”. And Solomon closed that
breach, and Yeravam said, “See his arrogance, that he closed the breach!” Meaning, he feels secure, not fearing a
rebellion.
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18. Rashi to Talmud, Sanhedrin 101b
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So that they would enter via the gates, to know who enters in order to collect a tax from Pharaoh’s daughter. (My Rebbe)
Or: He closed the gates and made a tower for Pharaoh’s daughter atop one of the gates, and everyone passed that
way, so that they would be found with her, to honour her and serve her. All royal service is called angaria.
Or: Solomon regularly closed the gates of the Azarah and kept the keys himself, and the king’s way was to sleep until
three hours of the day, and Israel stood at the Azarah until the king rose. Yeravam said to him: Do you want them to
pay an angaria to Pharaoh’s daughter to give them the keys?

19. Midrash, Vayikra Rabbah 12:5
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9:25 King Solomon’s sacrifices
20.  The three festivals Divrei haYamim Il 8:13

Non-comprehensive review questions for Chapter 9

1) What is the dual message of Hashem’s message to Solomon after the Beit haMikdash is dedicated?
2) What is the meaning of the cities given by Solomon to Hiram and vice-versa?

3) How did Solomon pay for the construction, and is it a good thing?

4) What is the message in the Pharaoh’s conquest and transfer of Gezer?

5) What was the Milo before Solomon built it up for Pharaoh’s daughter?

6) What angered Yeravam ben Nevat about the Milo construction?

7) What do we learn from Solomon’s korbanot?

Outline of Chapter 10

10:1-13 The Queen of Sheba visits
10:14-22 King Solomon’s wealth, including his throne
10:23-25 King Solomon’s international standing

10:26-29 King Solomon’s horses and the general prosperity

The Utopia
21.The original model Devarim 28:1-14

22.The future Yeshayahu 11:2-14

23.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Melachim 12:5
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And at that time there will be neither famine nor war, neither kinah nor competition, for benefit will flow greatly and all
delicacies will be as common as dust, and the world will only pursue knowledge of Gd. Therefore, all Israel will be
great sages, knowing that which is hidden and comprehending the Creator as much as humans can, as it is written,
“For the world will be full of knowledge of Gd, like water covers the sea.”




