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Dovid and Esav, Avigayil and Yaakov g gt
1. Dovid/Esav 400, the sword (25:13), “lest your arm save you” (25:26, 25:31, 25:33)

2. Avigayil/Yaakov  “pass before me” (25:19), berachah (25:27), servant (6) and master (13)

3. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, (2) "92727 921 nwan (and see 7y m qwn 172p nXY in Megadim 29)
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Without a doubt, this parallel is not praising Dovid. It contributes to the overall impression which emerges from this

chapter, that David's first response was inappropriate. With this reaction David adopted the hands of Esav, instead of

the voice of Yaakov.
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Dovid's image is complicated. On one hand, it is full of drive and activity. If we had to define David in one word, we
would say: Energy! He is in constant activity, living the life of the field, always found in the camp at the head of his
armies and not resting at home. Even at the end of his days, he still stubbornly wished to go out with the troops, with
his warriors, and not fo sit in his palace, until his men forced him to do it. (Shemuel 11 21:15-17)...
On the other hand, David is not the heroic warrior whose entire existence is battle and hunting, but he is the sweet
singer of Israel, dreaming of “to sit in the house of Gd all of the days of my life, to gaze upon the pleasantness of Gd
and to examine in His sanctuary.” The songs of Tehillim display a religious experience which extends from the field and
nature, as we expect from the man of the field, but there is also room in them for the experience of the home and the
Sanctuary... In the words of our Sages in their derashah regarding David (Moed Katan 16b, building on Shemuel I
23:8), “’He is Adino ha'Etzni’ — When he sat and immersed himself in Torah he made himself soft (adin) like a worm,
and when he went out to war he toughened himself like wood (efz).” He lived in two worlds, but knew how to blend
them within his personality...

5. Talmud, Gittin 57b
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“The voice is the voice of Yaakov” — No prayer is effective without the involvement of the seed of Yaakov. “And the
hands are the hands of Esav” — No war is victorious without the involvement of the seed of Esav.

25:36-42 Naval dies, and Avigayil marries Dovid
6. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 25:36

L.10W N2 923 0397 R IR O3, 1KY CTNAL AW SRR DR 22790 Xow 07
To avoid diluting the joy of his sheep-shearers. Also, perhaps she feared Naval in his intoxication...

7. Ralbag to Shemuel | 25:37
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It said this in a form of exaggeration, because of his great worry about the magnitude of the gift, and his great fear of
David.

8. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 25:37
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And his heart died in him from the fear and danger which she told him [would have existed] had she not gone there.
He was also pained by the gift she had brought him. Therefore his heart died in him and became stone, meaning that
his feelings were all halted out of the great fear... We might say that he suffered from the black illness, imagining the
great danger that had passed over him and being activated by that imagination with a continuous fear, and fearing
those youths he had seen, thinking they had come to kill him. Therefore he imagined a day of fear for each one, so that
his illness lasted for ten days.

9. Radak to Shemuel | 25:37
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“And his heart died” - It was silenced, as though dead, for he was pained about the gift that his wife had brought to
David... And there is a midrash that Gd waited ten days for him to repent, and so they said, “It does not say ‘for ten’
but ‘like ten,’ like the ten days between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, perhaps he would repent.” And this is unlikely,
for the text testifies about him that for these ten days his heart died and was stone. How could such a man repent!

10. Malbim to Shemuel | 25:38
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Our sages taught many midrashim on this, based on the principle that a number which does not fit the context points to
a known number.

11.Radak to Shemuel | 25:37
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And this suffering was the punishment for his sin, with his death.

12. Talmud Yerushalmi, Bikkurim 2:1
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Gd waited for him for the seven days of Shemuel’s mourning, so that [Naval’s] mourning should not mix with that of the
righteous one. Then another three days, and he died in a mageifah.
Rabbi Chaggai cited Rabbi Shemuel bar Nachman: It does not say “for ten days” but “like ten days,” Gd waited for
him ten days like the ten days between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, perhaps he would repent, and he did not.

13. Talmud, Rosh HaShanah 18a
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What were these ten days [in 25:38]2 Rav Yehudah cited Rav: Opposite the ten meals Naval gave to David’s servants.

Rav Nachman cited Rabbah bar Avuha: These are the ten days between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.

14. Midrash Tanchuma, Toldot 6
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And after he brought her, David separated from her for three months, to know whether or not she was pregnant from
Naval.



15. Ruth/Avigayil
e Humility before a male who is in a position of power
e Blessing Ruth 3:10, Shemuel 1 25:33
o I Ruth 2:15, Shemuel | 25:15
e Proposing

16.Rabbi Amnon Bazak (3) 29357 %21 nwmp
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It appears that through this the text answers a meaningful philosophical question. How did David merit that Avigayil
happened into his path and prevented him from sinning? Why didn’t other sinners merit that someone would stop them
on their way? Based on this parallel we may say that the merit of avof— or more precisely, the merit of imahot - is what
stood for David in this circumstance. In the merit of the acts of kindness of Ruth and in the merit of her humility, her
grandson merited, when he was at the lip of the pit, to be saved from evil via a woman who resembled his grandmother
Ruth in her traits.

25:43-44 Achinoam and Michal
17.Key passages Shemuel | 19, Shemuel Il 3, Shemuel 11 21:8




