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Shemuel, Week 96: 20:1-18 — Review Chapter 19; The Patience of David? T
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Review Questions for Chapter 19

19:1-7 Shaul and Yehonatan

(1) Why does Shaul think he can be open with Yehonatan about his desire to kill Dovid?
(2) How does Yehonatan try to convince Shaul to stop attacking Dovid?

19:8-10 Shaul attacks Dovid while he is playing music; Dovid flees
(3) Why are the Plishtim still attacking?
(4) If Shaul swore not to harm Dovid, why did he attack Dovid now?

19:11-17 Shaul and Michal

(5) Why does Shaul tell his men to surround the house, but not enter?
(6) How does Michal know that Shaul wants to kill Dovid?

(7) Why do Michal and Dovid have ferafim?

(8) What is kevir izim?

(9) Has Michal chosen Dovid?

19:18-24 Shaul and Shemuel

(10)  Why does Shemuel take Dovid to Nayote

(11)  What happened to Shaul’s agents?

(12)  Why does Shaul remove his royal clothing?

(13)  See Melachim Il 1; why does Eliyahu burn them, while Shemuel gives them prophecy?

Outline of Chapter 20

20:1-4 Yehonatan insists his father doesn’t want to kill Dovid
20:59 Dovid proposes a Rosh Chodesh test of Shaul’s intentions
20:10-17 Yehonatan devises a means of notifying Dovid

20:18-23 The test is set in motion

20:24-34 Shaul fails the test
20:35-42 Yehonatan admits the truth to Dovid

Why is Dovid still in Shaul’s Palace?
1. The problem 20:1, 20:5, 20:18

2. Radak to Shemuel | 20:2
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It appears that Yehonatan brought him back before his father after the event in Nayot, and [David] was at his father’s

table like the daily routine, as 20:5 says, “And | will sit with the king to eat.” Meaning: My custom is fo sit with him at

his table each day. And yet, David feared...

3. Rabbi Elchanan Samet, (2) 303371 717 °2 2207771 DRIZWYH HIRW 192 NI — 5-¥° 2%775, pg. 3
T2°K1 0" P97 9 FIRDILA2TTR LT IR 200N AW QWA OIR L0701 2K DOOPNT 12 WOW OnD PIRW DX 091N P70
M7 99 7RI LDIAR 79NN DR PTAT? 1100V 72907 OR1AWY 901 OV 29199077 TIRY O3 IR 72°WNRnT LAY M IRY 5V 1w
R P99 IR 777702 21207 12 DR INOA DIAR 211X OR 191N 2T 17 1T AR RO IR LTATT 9 DIRY OV AW avon
.. TP0I192 DRI MWD 17,700 RIT 32 227272 YIRS 792 DRI R IR MW IR 0771080
Radak understood that Shaul had attacks that came and went, but the impression that arises from the text is not so. Just
the opposite — it appears that from Chapter 19 onward, rvach raah was manifest on Shaul, driving him throughout the
stories with Michal and Shemuel. Therefore, we must define the illness differently. It appears that the rvach raah was



manifest on Shaul the entire time, but it did not cause him to act irrationally. True, his illness caused him to suffer from
fear or irrational paranoia, but the actions he took to prevent the events he feared were entirely rational actions...

4. Prof. Moshe Zvi Segal, "R 5159, Introduction to Chapter 20
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The story in this chapter is not a continuation of the previous, for how could Yonatan not know that his father had
decided to kill David, after all that was told from 19:2 and onward? And how could David not have feared to come to
Yonatan, when Shaul had tried — many times — to catch him and kill him2 And how could Shaul wait for David to arrive
at a feast on Rosh Chodesh, once he had left his home and fled? And see Radak and Ralbag who tried to resolve the
questions, but without success...
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The fact that he removed the royal uniform and joined the prophets, as an act of surrender and desire to return to his
master Shemuel, testified that he accepted the authority of the prophet Shemuel. One may then say that what happened
in Nayot in Ramah was a sort of treaty brokered by Shemuel between David and Shaul. Perhaps this was an explicit
treaty, clearly stated, and perhaps not, but there is no doubt that this is the message of the situation described at the
end of Chapter 19. The prophecy signified Shaul’'s abandonment of his pursuit of David. One may even propose that
David did not flee from Shaul, but to Shaul.
True, this answer is not complete, and we are compelled to force it a bit. However, Ramban, in his introduction to Sefer
haMilchamot, already noted that the wisdom of Torah is not mathematics, the science of trigonometry, and at times it
has great difficulties with incomplete answers. Every answer pays a price, but the solution we are suggesting pays the
lowest price.

6. Ramban, Introduction to Milchamot Hashem
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You, who examine my book — do not say in your heart that all of my answers against haRav Rabbi Zerachyah z”| are
all winning answers in my eyes, compelling you to acknowledge them in the face of your stubbornness, such that you
will glorify yourselves when you have one doubt against those who learn it, or you push your mind to enter the hole of
the needle to push away from yourself the force of my proofs. It is not so, for all who learn our Talmud know that there
are not, in the debates of its commentators, complete proofs or, in general, clear-cut challenges. In this wisdom there
are not clear signs, as in the calculations of frigonometry and the experiments of mathematics.
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Once Shaul reached Nayot in Ramah, David did not flee far away, but to a field beside Shaul’s house, near the lions'’

den. David’s rationale was that at the moment he would flee from the royal palace, he would turn into a fugitive, pursued



by Shaul, and it would be hard for him to find a place for his leg and head to rest. Because of this, David still hoped
that there would be a chance to be saved from this. Therefore, he turned to Yehonatan for help. He hoped that just as
Yehonatan had already succeeded in calming Shaul once, and he had even caused Shaul to swear that he would not
kill David, so he would succeed this time as well to achieve a temporary, or even permanent, treaty.
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Yehonatan and David made a covenant between them immediately after David defeated Goliath, at Yehonatan's
initiative. Apparently, the nature of the covenant was that they would not separate from each other, and so Yehonatan
succeeded in keeping his friend, whom he loved with such a powerful love, nearby. David was compelled by his
covenant with Yehonatan, and he could not flee, even though Shaul was trying to kill him. David returned to Yehonatan,
wishing for Yehonatan to free him from the covenant so that he could flee...

9. Prof. Feivel Meltzer, Daat Mikra to Shemuel | 20:1
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“And he came” to Yehonatan's house, or to the place where Yehonatan was staying then... And logically, he came to
him in the dark of night, on the night when Shaul prophesied...



