3D Parsha: A Multidimensional Approach to the Topics You Thought You Knew

Orlah: What Are We Waiting For?

Mrs. Emma Katz, NILI Director
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When you enter the land and plant any tree for food, you shall regard its fruit as forbidden. Three years
it shall be forbidden’ for you, not to be eaten. In the fourth year all its fruit shall be set aside for
jubilation before nin'; and only in the fifth year may you use its fruit—that its yield to you may be
increased: | nin' am your God.
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Such shall be the covenant between Me and you and your offspring to follow which you shall keep:
every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, and that
shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. And throughout the generations, every male
among you shall be circumcised at the age of eight days. As for the homeborn slave and the one
bought from an outsider who is not of your offspring, they must be circumcised, homeborn and
purchased alike. Thus shall My covenant be marked in your flesh as an everlasting pact. And if any
male who is uncircumcised fails to circumcise the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from
kin; he has broken My covenant.”
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But Moses appealed to nin, saying, “The Israelites would not listen to me; how then should Pharaoh
heed me, me—who gets tongue-tied!”
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Open your hearts to the LORD, Remove the thickening about your hearts— O men of Judah and
inhabitants of Jerusalem—Lest My wrath break forth like fire,And burn, with none to quench it,
Because of your wicked acts.
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To whom shall | speak, Give warning that they may hear? Their ears are blocked And they cannot
listen. See, the word of the LORD has become for them An object of scorn; they will have none of it.
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It really means obstructed as regards the lips.
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meant lit., ye shall close its closing (regard it as enclosed): the meaning being that it shall be, as it
were, closed up and barred so that no benefit may be derived from it.
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The meaning of ve-areltem et orlato (then ye shall count as forbidden) is that the fruit is counted as a
foreskin which is harmful and serves no purpose, s
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Now the fruit of the first three years is not fit to be brought before the Glorious Name because it is
small; neither does the tree in its first three years impart good taste or flavor into its fruit. Besides,
most trees do not bring forth fruit at all until the fourth year. Therefore we are to wait with all of them
[an equal period of time], and are not to taste of their fruit until we have brought of the planting which
we have done, all its first good fruit to be holy before G-d, and there [in Jerusalem] we are to eat it and
praise the Name of the Eternal. Thus this commandment is like that of the first-fruits. It is furthermore
true that the fruit which comes forth from the tree when it is first planted, contains an abundance of
moisture which attaches to and is harmful to the body and it is not good to eat it
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It is further mentioned in the Nabatean Agriculture that the ancient idolaters caused certain things
named in that work to rot, waited till the sun stood in a certain degree [of the ecliptic], and then they
performed many acts of witchcraft. They believed that that substance should be kept ready by every
one, and when a fruit-tree is planted, a portion of that rotten substance should be scattered round the
tree or under it; the tree would then grow quicker and produce more fruit than is generally the case.
They say that this process is very extraordinary; it acts like a talisman, and is more efficient than any
kind of witchcraft in accelerating the productiveness of fruit-trees. | have already shown and explained
to you how the Law opposes all kinds of witchcraft. The Law, therefore, prohibits us to use the fruit
yielded by a tree in the first three years after it has been planted, so that there should be no
opportunity for accelerating, according to their imagination, the productiveness of any tree. After three
years most fruit-trees in Palestine yield fruit by the ordinary course of nature, without the application
of those magical performances which were very general in those days. Note this remarkable fact.
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Adam is being criticized here for his inability to refrain from eating forbidden fruit. Rabbi Mordechai
Yosef Leiner claims that Adam and Eve’s sin was primarily one of impatience, of eating the fruit before
the time was right. Rabbi Leiner writes in the Mei HaShiloach that this midrash indicates that had
Adam and Chava waited, the Tree of Knowledge would have become permitted. The knowledge in the
Tree was Kadosh, and, like the Orlah, was only forbidden temporarily.

To end with an idea: why do we talk about planting when we enter into Eretz Yisrael at all?
(connection to Yom Haatzmaut)- to know our mission there
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