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Shoftim 20:40-21:4 — Victory and Regret 2 "%
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20:29-48 The battle (continued)

1. Three groups of soldiers from the 11 tribes

Group A The ambush behind the city of Givah (10,000 fighters)
Group B The group that attacks Givah at the outset, and is driven back
Group C The rest of the fighters

2. Outline
o 20:29 Ambush set by Group A
e 20:30-32 Binyamin falls into Group B's trap, pursuing them
e 20:33-35 Binyamin's force is cut off from Givah; Group C rallies, Group A attacks Givah; 25,100 dead
e 20:3640 Group A destroys Givah, signals Groups B and C
e 20:41-43 The war is concluded
o 20:44-48 The death toll
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4. Canaan - Devarim 20:11, Devarim 3:6
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5. Rashi to Shoftim 20:48
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One should be surprised regarding the thousand; where were they2... And the thousand fled to the cities, and they fell
on the next day when Bnei Yisrael returned to the cities of Binyamin...

6. Radak to Shoftim 20:15
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And one could explain that this thousand fell in the first battles when Israel was struck, for it is not possible that no one

from Binyamin died in those battles, and the text only enumerated those who died when Binyamin was struck before

Israel [in the third battle]. And in a midrash it says that those thousand went to Rome, and settled there.

21:1-25 Wives for Binyamin
7. Radak to Shoftim 21:1
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They set them as ex-communicated people, not to marry among them anymore, due to the repellent deed they had
done in not handing over the wicked people and sinners.

8. Prof. Yehudah Elitzur, Daat Mikra to Shoftim 21:1
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Measure for measure for the immorality of the rapists of Binyamin. Through this they sought to be separated from the
group of sinners.

9. Talmud, Taanit 30b
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[Tu b’Av] was the day Binyamin was permitted to marry into the nation... What was their exegetic basis [to permit
marriage fo the next generation]2 Rav said: 21:1 says “from us” — not from our children.
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10.Ramban to Bereishit 19:8
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And affer the deed they regretted it... for they recognized their error and punishment.

11. Metzudat David to Shoftim 21:3
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Why did this fakalah happen to us, to eliminate a tribe from Israel2 As if asking: What can we do to save the tribe?

12. Abarbanel to Shoftim 21:3
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Regarding this statement, | think Israel complained for two reasons. First, their 40,000 casualties, as it says, “Why,
Hashem, Gd of Israel, did this happen in Israel”... Second, “to have a tribe lost from Israel,” meaning: Had the
plague struck the nation of Israel in battling enemies in conquering their fortress or palace, we would have been silent,
but we suffered great harm to achieve an ignominious end, destroying a tribe from Israell...

13. Malbim to Shoftim 21:3
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Had Israel not fallen the first two times, they would not have destroyed Binyamin to the point of elimination. They
would have punished the sinners alone, not killing children and women and destroying everything... And now they
came before Gd, sitting and crying and examining why this happened, why Gd had been angry at them to the point
of their defeat on the first two occasions.

14.Ralbag to Shoftim 21:17
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They said this to show that Gd had not caused these 600 to escape other than to prevent elimination of a tribe from
Israel. Therefore, we must do this...

15.Radak to Shoftim 21:17
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There must be a yerushah of a remnant from Binyamin, and a tribe shall not be eliminated from Israel. Yerushah,

because it is a yerushah from our patriarch Yaakov that there would always be twelve tribes from his descendants.

16.Radak to Shoftim 21:22
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If Binyamin was going to leave the tribes, Gd would not have said to Yaakov, “And kings will emerge from your loins

(Bereishit 35:11),” which He said only regarding Binyamin, who was yet to be born. And they said, “Since kings will

come from Binyamin, and they have not come yet, we are obligated to draw them near.”

17.Malbim to Shoftim 21:13
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This would benefit the nation, not to have a flaw in the national whole by losing a tribe. They had a tradition that the

Shechinah would not be manifest upon them if the tribes would be missing one.



