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according to mathematical precision? And the answer is as follows.
Any change in the fortunes of the world is foreseen by Hashem. Nothing happens
by itself. Hashem ordains when some good fortune should happen to the world,

or chalila when some misfortune should happen, and He makes it turn out on
certain auspicious dates. When He plans a misfortune for the umos haolam (nations
of the world), He makes it happen at the time of a solar eclipse. A solar eclipse is to
let you know that this is planned by Hashem and it’s not an accident.

Let’s say at the time of a solar eclipse something happens in far off country like
Tibet where there are no Jews. You shouldn’t say that one thing has nothing to do
with the other. The reason that it happened then was to bring your attention to it
and make you aware that Hashem is in charge of the world. He made it turn out at
the time of the solar eclipse...

Therefore, it’s not that the solar eclipse is made to happen at a
time of some misfortune to the gentiles, the misfortune to the
gentiles is made to happen at the time of the solar eclipse. Why?
In order to label it, to let us know that it’s the yad (hand of)
Hashem. - Abraham and Lot (#046)
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who had left his parents as a young child,(leaving being his father who had been a Rov in
Russia) and escaped the Soviet authorities, he was the one who was ready with a specially
prepared perfectly shaped glass shard for the holy tzaddik to use.

The Chofetz Chaim gazed with awesome respect, the same way he quietly stared at his

Chanukah candles, not turning his gaze as long as the light still flickered.

The courtyard of Yeshiva had turned into a veritable observatory; there was no peering
through telescopes, but there was intense gazing through primitive blackened glass.

Darkness descended on the entire sphere, as if a huge inkwell had blotched out the_entire,
sun. It was an eerie darkness, not the darkness of dusk nor the darkness of midnight. A
black screen stretched across the entire sun... and then the marveling spectacle...the sun is
born once again, just as it happened during the six days of creation. Not suddenly, rather a
slow growth, as a child slowly developing, first a thin red sliver, slowly widening, the bright
red color slowly overpowering the darkness. Once again red spills across the entire sphere,
the redness of life, blood once again gushing through the arteries.

The cherry tree once again goes back to its light colored blossoms, in the fields morning is
once again promising. The birds beat their wings in flight with greater assurance, though
still tinged with a bit of doubt. And mankind...small creatures, blink their eyes, filled with
satisfaction and contentment. The sun, once again in its full radiance, reclaims its prowess.

The elderly Chofetz Chaim sits and rests a bit on the chair which had been brought out for
him near the door of his house, enveloped in silence. Slowly, step by step, the Chofetz
Chaim makes his way back inside followed by his son-in-law Reb Mendel[11] and the black
bearded Reb Yitzchok, who's carrying the chair back in. The pure and holy saint stops at the
simple wooden table in the middle of the room and with an expression of victory emits a
joyous call, *...just a mortal creaticlrx'. S

[1]Vol. 40 published Elul 5722 (1962). I came across the article after seeing it referenced in
the introduction to the Sefer Chidushei Grn“t.

[2] Rabbi Shmuel Pliskin was a Talmid of the Radin yeshiva from the year 1925 until 1937.
He later was a Rov in Baltimore and was niftar in 1978. His son, Rabbi Zelig Pliskin Shlita, is
a weil-known author and educator.

[[3] The article does not mention the date of the eclipse being related. After some research,
it seems the eclipse referred to is the total solar eclipse on June 29, 1927. The article
mentions it was during the later years of the Chofetz Chaim (who was niftar in the year
1933), yet Reb Naftali Trop (who was niftar in the year 1928) was the Rosh Hayeshiva at
the time. This would imply that the eclipse took place in the mid-late 1920's. The only
eclipse during that time period which would fit the description would be the eclipse of June
29, 1927. This would also coincide with that which the article mentions that the eclipse
occurred during the early morning hours on a Wednesday. However, the drawback with this
assumption is that the article connotes that a total eclipse was visible in Radin. The eclipse
of June 1927, although indeed being a total eclipse, totality was only viewable from regions
further north than Radin, such as Norway, Finland, and far-north parts of the United
Kingdom. Radin (54) would have only seen a 75% blockage of the sun.

[4] During his later years the Chofetz Chaim rarely left his house, and minyanim were held
there.

[5] Koheles 7:2. The Chofetz Chaim seems to understand Beis Ha’mishteh to be referring to
the celebration of the birth of a child.

[6] Sunrise on that day was 4:45 in the morning, the eclipse began at 6:23.

[7] In March 2017, I had the opportunity to visit Radin and see the Yeshlva building which
still stands today. I made
successful, (The tour was
provided some important

[8] Reb Naftall Trop (1871
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Tefillos For The Great American Eclipse of 2024
Prepared By: Rabbi Baruch Pesach Mendelson

To Be Said Before The Eclipse Reaches Totality:
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To Be Said After The Eclipse:
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