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Shemuel, Week 104: 21:1-7 — Raiding the Mishkan T
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21:1 _ Yehonatan's Losses
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“And he arose and went, and Yehonatan came into the city.” (21:1) This verse sharpens the reality that in the end,
Yonatan did not go with David, but returned to the city. Perhaps there was no other option here, and one should not
entertain the thought that Yonatan should have gone with David and separated from his father. But the bottom line is
that in this verse, Yonatan seals his lot. Once he ties his lot with the lot of his father, and not with David’s, it is necessarily
decreed that Yonatan will die with his father in the Gilboa mountains, and not take part in David’s future monarchy.
This moment was, it appears, the most tragic in Yonatan's life. It is very possible that this is the subject of David's elegy,
“Shaul and Yehonatan, who were beloved and pleasant in their lives, and in their deaths were not separated.” Yonatan's
choice to remain beside his father in his lifetime brought about the fact that in their death the father and son were not
separated from each other.

21:24 The fugitive arrives in Nov
2. Achiyah and Achimelech  Shemuel | 14:3

3. Ploni Almoni Melachim Il 6:8, Ruth 4:1

4. Malbim to Shemuel | 21:7
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And David told him to provide five loaves, because the kohen gadol took five loaves, as seen in Yoma...

5. Tosefta Yoma 1:5
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How did the kohen gadol take first2 He would say, “This sin offering is mine,” “This guilt offering is mine,” one of the
two loaves, four or five loaves from the showbread.

6. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 21:7
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He asked for five loaves parallel to the five books of the Torah, and this was the most sacred number to David. This is
why he composed the book of Psalms as five separate books.

21:5-10 Achimelech helps David innocently, and is caught
7. Two approaches to the identity of the bread
Showbread Thanks-Offering
21:6 “And it is in the way of chol It hgs. been removed from the fc/l?le, We purified ourselves even though
so it is no longer subject to me‘ilah | we expected to eat mundane food
21:6 “And even if today it were Even with me’ilah, we could eat it; We will certainly be careful as we
consecrated in a vessel” we are in danger are eating that which is sacred

[t was removed from the table, and

21:7 “To place hot bread on the fresh bread has been placed there
day it is taken away” or

It has been removed, and it's still hot




8. Vayikra 24:5-9, adapted from Koren tr. c/o sefaria.org
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And you shall take fine flour, and bake of it twelve cakes: two tenth measures shall be in one cake. And you shall set
them in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the Lord. And you shall put pure frankincense upon each
row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, an offering made by fire to the Lord. Every sabbath he shall set it in
order before the Lord continually, an everlasting covenant from the children of Yisrael. And it shall be Aharon’s and his
sons’; and they shall eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy to him of the offerings of the Lord made by fire by a
perpetual due.

9. Talmud, Menachot 95b
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This is what they told him: There is no bread, other than the showbread which has been removed from before Gd! He

told them: Not only is this [bread] not a problem, for once it has left the category of me‘ilah it is already in the manner

of the mundane, but even this [other bread] as well, which has been sanctified in a vessel today, they could give him to

eat, for he was endangered.

10. The impurity concern Devarim 23:11

11.Talmud, Yoma 3%9a
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Our sages taught: For the forty years when Shimon the Righteous served, the lot [of the “goat for Gd”] rose in his right;
from then on, sometimes it rose in his right, sometimes it rose in his left. And the tongue of red wool turned white; from
then on, sometimes it turned white and sometimes it did not turn white... And blessing was bestowed upon the omer
and the two loaves and the showbread, and every kohen who received an olive-sized amount, some ate and were full,
and some ate and had more left over; from then on, a curse was bestowed upon the omer and the two loaves and the
showbread, and every kohen received a bean-sized amount. Those who were #zanua withdrew their hands, and the
gluttonous ones took and ate. Once one of them took his portion and another’s portion; they called him ‘thief” until the

day he died.

12. Talmud Yerushalmi, Succah 5:8
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“And now, what is beneath your hand, five loaves, give to me, or whatever is found” — And Achimelech was from the
exiting shift.

13. Vayikra 7:11-14, Koren tr. ¢/o sefaria.org
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And this is the Tora of the peace offerings, which he shall offer to the Lord. If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shalll
offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil,
and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, well soaked. Together with loaves of leavened bread shall he make his offering,
these to be added to his peace offering of thanksgiving. And of it he shall offer one out of each offering for a heave
offering to the Lord, and it shall be the priest’s that sprinkles the blood of the peace offering.



14.Radak to Shemuel 1 21:7
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Perhaps it was in the oven at night, and they did not remove it from the oven until the time it was arranged [on the table]
and so it was still hot. Or they sealed the oven in order for it to remain hot on the next day.

15.Talmud, Yoma 21a
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There was a great miracle done with the showbread: its removal was like its arrangement, as it says, “To place hot
bread on the day it is removed.”

16. Mark 2:23-28



