“10” Inspiring Ideas for Your Seder
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Rabbi Zev Goldberg
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She opened [it], and she saw him the child, and behold, he was a weeping lad, and she had
compassion on him, and she said, "This is [one] of the children of the Hebrews."
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Jacob saw that there was grain being sold in Egypt; so Jacob said to his sons, "Why do you
appear satiated?"
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Praiseworthy is he in whose help is the God of Jacob; his hope is in the Lord his God.
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7 Novominsker Hagadah
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Yaakov had the capability, the foresight, and the emunah in >pby

1py, Yaakov’s God, to know that within every 72y there i§ concealed
hope. The present was 12v, a tragic and incomplete reality, but Yaa-
kov saw the 12w, the bright future ahead. The pain of the tragedy is
often overpowering, but hidden deep below the surface, completely
out of sight, is a spark of hope, a spark that one day will be ignited to
light up the darkness. When we take the matzah and break it, we are
in a sense experiencing a 12v, a breaking of something whole. The
piece of the broken matzah that we place on the table along with the
maror corresponds to the pain of the enslavement, the temporary
hester panim, concealment of Hashem, of galus. The second, hidden
half of matzah is the 72y, the hope that only one who fully believesin
Hashem’s salvation recognizes; it is hidden from plain sight.
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This is the bread of destitution that our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Anyone who is
famished should come and eat, anyone who is in need should come and partake of the Pesach
sacrifice. Now we are here, next year we will be in the land of Israel; this year we are slaves,

next year we will be free people
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11 The Night that Unites
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider
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Now that we are no longer slaves, we can fulfill our noble mission to help the
“hungry” of the world. We do this both by providing for those who are physically
in need, and by offering our assistance to those who have spiritual needs.

Rav Kook teaches that we first call out, “
However, this is only one aspect. We actuall
“Let all who are in need spiritually,

Let all who are hungry come and eat!”
y aspire for more, for it is followed by,
let them partake of the Passover.”

According to Rav Kook, we were liberated from bondage in Egypt so we could

bring liberation to the entire world ~ however, we must first liberate ourselves so
we are able to fully serve the world.
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And even if we were all sages, all discerning, all elders, all knowledgeable about the Torah, it
would be a commandment upon us to tell the story of the exodus from Egypt. And anyone who
adds [and spends extra time] in telling the story of the exodus from Egypt, behold he is
praiseworthy.
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It happened once [on Pesach] that Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah,
Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Tarfon were reclining in Bnei Brak and were telling the story of the
exodus from Egypt that whole night, until their students came and said to them, "The time of
[reciting] the morning Shema has arrived."
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23 Novominsker Haggadah
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The sefer Maaseh Nissim answers: When the Torah says that we
should respond to the rasha’s question by saying, npa nat o N
'no w0, You shall say it is a pesach-offering for Hashem, we are not
responding to the wicked son. This cynical son is an apikores and
deserves no answer. But hearing these malicious words spoken by
the wicked son, we need to give ourselves chizuk and reinforce the
belief in our minds, if not in his, that we are fulfilling the mitzvah that
was commanded to us. The Torah is telling us to say to ourselves,
2 npg najl

The Gra, in a similar explanation, says that the Baal Haggadah is
not telling us how to answer the rasha; we are not meant to engage
him in conversation at all. The Baal Haggadah is telling us how
to respond to the rasha's outburst to the other child sitting at the
table and taking in the scene — the son who is unable to ask. That
is why the Torah does not say, Pox onaN), You shall say to him,
but just opoN), You shall say. It does not say, 79 N9 *b, to me and
not to you, but 12 N9 ¥, to me and not to him. We are speaking in
third person, because we are not addressing the son who asked s0
impudently.
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