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Is Rosh Hashanah Judgment or Joy?
R. Judah Kerbel ~ Queens Jewish Center ~ 23 Elul 5781
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Talmud Rosh Hashanah 8a
This is in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Eliezer, who said: The world was created in the month
of Tishrei... Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak said: it is with regard to judgment, it is written: “A land that the
Lord your God cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are always upon it, from the beginning of the
year until the end of the year” (Deuteronomy 11:12); from the beginning of the year judgment is passed
as to what will happen at the end of the year.From where is it known that the day of judgment is in
Tishrei? As it is written: “Blow a shofar at the New Moon, at the covered time for our Festival day”
(Psalms 81:4). Which is the Festival dayon which the moon is covered, i.e., hidden? You must say that
this is Rosh HaShana, which is the only Festival that occurs at the beginning of a month, when the
moon cannot be seen. And it is written in the next verse: “For this is a statute for Israel, a judgment of
the God of Jacob” (Psalms 81:5). The Sages taught in a baraita: “For this is a statute for Israel, a
judgment of the God of Jacob”; this teaches that the heavenly court does not assemble for judgment
until the earthly court has sanctified the month, once the Sanhedrin has declared that day as Rosh
HaShana.
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Talmud Rosh Hashanah 16b
Rabbi Kruspedai said that Rabbi Yohanan said: Three books are opened on Rosh HaShana before the
Holy One, Blessed be He: One of wholly wicked people, and one of wholly righteous people, and one of
middling people whose good and bad deeds are equally balanced. Wholly righteous people are
immediately written and sealed for life; wholly wicked people are immediately written and sealed for
death; and middling people are left with their judgment suspended from Rosh HaShana until Yom
Kippur, their fate remaining undecided. If they merit, through the good deeds and mitzvot that they
perform during this period, they are written for life; if they do not so merit, they are written for death.
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Talmud Arakhin 10b
On Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, which are called an appointed day and also are sanctified with
regard to the prohibition against the performance of labor, let us say hallel. Hallel is not recited on
those days due to the statement of Rabbi Abbahu. As Rabbi Abbahu said that the ministering angels
said before the Holy One, Blessed be He: Master of the Universe, for what reason do the Jewish people
not recite songs of praise, i.e., hallel, before You on Rosh HaShana and on Yom Kippur? He said to
them: Is it possible that while the King is sitting on the throne of judgment and the books of life and the
books of death are open before Him, the Jewish people would be reciting joyous songs of praise before
Me?



