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This is the idea behind tithing meriting wealth... For the distance [from God] is what leads to the

greatest closeness.

2. Genesis 28:12 - 2% .,n7> nowRna
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And [Yaakov] dreamed and behold a ladder was standing on the ground and its top reached the
heavens. And behold angels of G-d were going up and down it.
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And the angels were going up and down it, and they saw the face of Yaakov and they said, “This face
is like the face of the chaya on the Throne of Glory.”

4. Genesis 35:1 - R ;7% nOwRI2
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And Hashem said to Yaakov, “Get up and go ascend to Beis El and dwell
there and build an altar to the G-d who appeared to you when you ran
away from your brother Eisav.

5. Midrash Shir Hashirim Zuta 1:4 - =25 Ru wa7»
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We learn from here that Hashem showed [Yaakov] level upon level [of heaven] and showed him the
chambers of heaven.

6. Genesis 28:22 — 23 .5 nowR2
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And this stone, which | have set up as a pillar, shall be God’s abode; and of all that You give me, | will
set aside a tithe for You.”

7. Rashi Genesis 28:12 - 25 .75 nowN=a S"'wn
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[The angels] went up first and then they went down. [Because] angels that accompanied him in Israel
do not go outside of Israel. [So] they went up to heaven and the angels for outside Israel descended
to accompany him.

8. Genesis 32:2-3 - 3-2 ,a% w2
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And Yaakov went on his way and, angels of G-d encountered him. And Yaakov said when he saw
them, “This is a camp of G-d.” And he called the name of the place, Machanyim.
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What does Machanayim [two camps] refer to? At the time that Yaakov
was going to Aram Naharyim, the angels of the Land of Israel guarded 5 4
and escorted him. Once the reached outside the land of Israel, they Is Camp

left and other [angles] came down and accompanied him. When he T
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returned from Lavan, those angles that were given to him accompanied
him until the Land of Israel. When the angels of the Land of Israel
realized that Yaakov had arrived, they went out to meet him and escort

him. As it says, “And angles of G-d [proactively] encountered him.”

Thus, two camps stood by Yaakov, as it says “Machanayim.”
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Being made in the image of God is an even greater principal [in Judaism]
because the “image of God” [means] that one who breathes, breathes from
their essence.
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IV - The Redemption of Scientific Progress
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Hashem saw [all] from the beginning of time and set boundaries for intellectual
development for each era and generation. And not every generation was equal;
some eras were weak and no visions of wisdom sprouted, and other times were
filled with wisdom and many great, wise men. Everything has its proper time
and place; everything according to the will of Hashem who orchestrates

generations from the beginning [of time].

2. Zohar 1:117a — .15p R P90 1
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And in the 600" year of the 6" millennium (5600=1700s), the gates of

heavenly wisdom will open and the lower wellsprings of wisdom shall open

3. Orot Hakodesh 1:6 — 3y 1% R pbr @I NIIN
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As scientific inquiry progresses and discovers insights in
the field of the early development of the universe ...
[which] so closely resembles the [spiritual creation
process], the wisdom of [physical] creation becomes
more revealed as it is sought after by society and vitalizes
its spirit.
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And proportional to the exposure to the secrets of
[physical] creation, is the wisdom of spiritual creation
thus imbued and emmeshed into [everyday] life,
consciousness, and experience [of the masses]... The
spirituality proceeds to elevate and refine [the
consciousness and desires] of humanity and the world...
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Modern society with its improvements, its progress in
liberating the intellect and emotions, its heroic spirit and
physical might with all its grace and beauty, all coalesce
into the [international contemporary] desire for ‘eternal
perfection [utopia],” which only thorugh that will the
world rest in this revolutionary and tumultuous time.
[But] it is only through spiritual, moral values that are

derived from spiritual life that the world and its
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inhabitants - all the oppressed souls, and those who 772 IR ,DN”N DN Y IR ,MNMNTN)

dwell in darkness with [spiritually and morally] ill bodies - D’R7IPN D7V .DNX) Ny

finally achieve rest and eternal peace.

4. Ramban Exodus 13:6
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And from the open miracles a person will acknowledge the hidden
miracles which serve as the foundation for the entire Torah since a
person has no portion in the Torah of Moshe until they believe that all of

the events and occurrences — both for communities and individuals - are

all miracles and not the product of nature or ‘the way of the world’

5. Psalms 89:3 — a .15 2%9%1n
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For | said, "Forever will it be built with kindness; as the heavens, with which You will establish Your
faithfulness."

) ) ) Why the World is
6. Midrash Tanchuma Mishpatim 9 - X»man waT» Built on Kindness
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David said to God, “Master of the Universe... straighten your world ‘
with equalizing the rich and poor.” He replied, “If everyone would be i
rich or poor, then who would be able to do kindness?” Everyeone Needs Something

7. D’rash Moshe Bamidbar 25:11 — X3 .77 227122 qwn w07
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While it is certainly upon God to give sustenance [to everyone], He left over a bit for humanity to do
His work, for there is great reward [for kindness]. Even though it is clear that God is the one who is
actually providing sustenance to all of creation, nevertheless such is His wish.
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It is similar to a child who wants to help its mother, so she gives the child
something small to carry. In truth, the child isn’t helping at all since it would

not be difficult for her to carry it. However, the child’s desire to help, even if
it knows that it’s not actually helping, demonstrates its love for its mother.
And this is the greatest source of joy for a mother. So it is with the

commandment to give charity... God wanted us to finish His work.
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The following are the things for which a man enjoys the fruits in this world while the principal

remains for him in the world to come: Honoring one’s father and mother; The performance of
righteous deeds; And the making of peace between a person and his friend; And the study of the
Torah is equal to them all.
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Any derivation of benefit/utility causes a proportional loss of the principal on a much greater scale

candle nothing

to light

than it does by planting in the ground. This is because in our world, the act of
growth and birth are the phenomena that closest resemble creation ex nihilo.
And the closer that we to the realm of creation ex nihilo, proportionally the
concept of “destruction of principal” decreases.

The same is true in the spiritual world of serving God. Since the world was

built upon kindness, and through kindness does the entire creation emanate

ex nihilo, this character trait transcends the rule of “destruction of principal.”

And the person who exalts themselves to exemplify the image of God and

becomes a creator of kindness in the world, their reward is ex nihilo, whose

fruits do not detract from the principal. Thus, the person eats from the fruits
[of their labors] in this world, while the principal is preserved for the World to Come.

10.Lonely Man of Faith Chapters 3-4 (excerpts)
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Adam the first is challenged by a hostile
environment and hence summoned to perform
many tasks which he alone cannot master... What
we call civilization is the sum total of a community
effort through the millennia. Thus, the natural
community fashioned by Adam the first is a work
community, committed to the successful

production, distribution, and consumption of

goods, material as well as cultural. The 2000 Year Old Man - Mel Brooks & Carl Reiner

[Through the creation of Eve], the contrast between the two Adam’s comes into focus. Adam the
first was not called to sacrifice in order that his female companion come into being, while it was
indispensable for Adam the second to give away part of himself in order to find a companion. The
community-fashioning gesture of Adam the first is... purely utilitarian and intrinsically egotistic
and, as such, rules out sacrificial action. For Adam the second, communicating and communing are
redemptive sacrificial gestures.

11.“Industry and Jewish Tradition” (R’ Norman Solomon) European Judasim: A
Journal for New Europe Vol. 18 No. 1 pp23-28 (1985)

It is often said that ours is the first generation that knows it
might also be the last. | would like to stress that ours is also
the first generation that has the knowledge and skills to
guarantee food and a fair standard of living for all. Ours is

the first generation that knows how to control its

population without war, want or famine. Ours is the first

s B generation to effect cures of many of our worst diseases
and to entertain realistic hop

es for the global elimination of ill-health...

This is progress. It is the direct outcome of the Industrial Revolution and subsequent technological
development, exploited for the benefit of mankind by skillful entrepreneurs. If we fail to
appreciate and nurture the technological and

Madame de Stael

managerial skills we have acquired, we will lose them.

Scientific progress makes moral

They cannot be taken for granted. We will find = progress a necessity; for if man's
. . . i Y power is increased, the checks
ourselves in a world incapable of supporting its . that restrain him from abusing it

must be strengthened.

population, striving futilely for bare necessities, and
ultimately reduced to barbarism. Peace itself, and the

AZQUOTES

future of mankind, hang upon the success of the
industrial enterprise.

12.And From There You Shall Seek Chapter 3C (Rav Soloveitchik)
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Rational religious experience also differs from revelational experience in the way it develops.
The former develops in the directions in which human cultural values take shape. At its height, it

is an idea embodied in the achievements of the spirit that rend the heavens. It is the most radiant
and brilliant thread in the frame of mind of cultured man, who is mobile and whose image is
changeable. Thus, it too embodies vital motion, fascination, and constant renewal. The horizons
are breathtaking, drenched in glory. Infinity and infinitude meet, time and eternity touch.

As science progresses, so does man's knowledge of God as His Creator, as the One who endows
man with reason. When man reveals new foundations of knowledge that explain natural

phenomenon which were not understood before, his rational religious experience is deepened.

God created humanity as male and female, and He commanded them to master the world: “fill
the earth and subdue it.” How can a human being master the world or even some part of it if not
by grasping the laws of nature and using them for man’s benefit? Scientific progress is part of
man’s destiny in the world that the Creator of the universe fashioned for us.

However, man’s mastery of the world, of the environment, cannot be complete until man

realizes that the mathematical laws of physics contain within themselves the primordial will of
the creator... Man’s mission cannot be completed merely by revealing the mechanical order of
the universe; dry knowledge cannot save man. Only the combination of scientific reason with the

heart that searches and years for the living God can allow man to progress. It is for this reason

that God made man a scientific creature, able to understand truth, and at the same time an

individual who longs for God and is capable of transcending the shackles of science.
The second sort of consciousness is altogether different. This aspect of religious consciousness is,

as mentioned, unigue — the awareness of a compulsory covenant, submission and acceptance of

the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven.

One who lives the vision of the revelation of the Shekhinah stands beyond the authority of the
cultured creative mind that is subject change and alteration...
The revelational form of life, with its firmly embedded

. - ) The true purpose of all
principles, forces the spirit to check its powerful course. technology and modern

Culture flows on, continually taking on new forms, sweeping up science is neither

natural religion in its eddies; revelational faith overcomes the
transitory, jealously guarding its eternal persistence... Any act of
repair or change of values in the realm of revelational faith
saps its original strength, and its benefits are outweighed by its

deficiencies.
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