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Ruth, Week 9: What were Naomi and Ruth thinking?

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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Outline of Chapter 3

3:1-5 Naomi’s plan

3:69 Ruth takes action

3:10-13 Boaz pledges to help Ruth
3:14-15 Boaz sends Ruth home discreetly
3:16-18 Ruth reports back to Naomi

The Goals of Geulah
1. Devarim 25:5-10

2. Talmud, Bava Batra 91a
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Elimelech, Salmon, Ploni Almoni and the father of Naomi were all sons of Nachshon ben Aminadav. What does this

teach us2 That even if one possesses ancestral merit, it will not protect him when he leaves Israel to go outside Israel.

3. The rest of the relationship Ruth 4:21, Ruth 3:12

4. Ramban to Bereishit 38:8
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This is a great secret, from the Torah’s secrets in the generations of Man, and it is visible before the eyes of those who
see, to whom Hashem has given eyes to see and ears to hear. And the early sages, before the Torah, knew that there
was great benefit in yibbum of a brother, and he should be first, and after him the closest relative, for all relatives who
are close to him from his family, who inherit his lot, can provide this benefit...
And the early sages of Israel, knowing this great matter, established the practice early in Israel to perform this with all
heirs for whom there was no prohibited relationship. They called it geulah. This is what Boaz did, and the reason for
Naomi and the neighbours. And one with insight will understand.

5. Prof. Feivel Meltzer, Daat Mikra Introduction to Ruth, pg. 19
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The general principle is that the Torah intends that every Jewish man possesses a portion in the land, a portion he
received in inheritance from his fathers and ancestors going back to the generation that settled the land in the time of
Yehoshua. And this portion passes via inheritance to his sons and grandsons, generation to generation to the end of alll
generations. Each individual is a stranger and settler in his portion, but the portion which passes from generation to
generation maintains the name of the one who holds it, forever. Therefore, it is a great benefit to the deceased who
bequeaths his portion to his son after him, for thus the name of the deceased is upheld upon his portion in the midst of
Israel. And therefore, it is a great sin to sell the portion of one’s ancestors to an outsider...

6. The family name  Vayikra 25:25, Ezra 2/Nechemiah 7

7. A separate goal  Ruth 3:1, 3:9, 4:5-6
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What was Naomi thinking?
8. Malbim to Ruth 3:1
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The three months of evaluation have already ended, and is it now upon me to seek a rest for you, meaning a husband...

9. Boaz trusts in Gd Ruth 2:12, 3:9

10. Malbim to Ruth 3:4
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There were embarrassed to demand of Boaz verbally that he marry her. She advised her to claim this of him via hints...

11.Talmud Yerushalmi, Peah 8:7
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“And you shall wash and anoint and place your clothing” — Was she unclothed!2 Rather: this meant her Shabbat
clothing.

12. Midrash, Ruth Rabbah 5:12, 5:15
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“And you shall wash” from the dirt of your idolatry, “And you shall anoint” refers to mitzvot and acts of righteousness. ..
“And Boaz ate and drank, and made his heart good” — What is “And made his heart good”2 That he blessed upon his
food. Or “he made his heart good” by eating sweets after the food, which aids the tongue in Torah. Or “he made his
heart good” by involving himself in Torah, as in Tehillim 119, “The Torah of Your mouth is good to me.” Or “he made
his heart good” in that he sought a wife, as in Mishlei 18, “One who finds a wife finds goodness.”

13. Malbim to Ruth 3:9
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“And she said: | am Ruth, your maidservant.” Meaning: Lest you think it immodest if a woman seeks a man, for | am

your maidservant. Just as there is a bond between a Jewish maid and the adon who must redeem her, so there is a bond

between me and you, as part of the mitzvah of yibbum...

14.Dr. Yael Ziegler, 29mm 932 nyowns ;0w nazy a»n onw:
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Presumably, Naomi was convinced that there was no more direct way to achieve her goal. While Boaz had accepted
upon himself to provide food for Ruth, it appears that he left to Gd responsibility for Ruth’s security (meaning, marriage
and children)... It appears that Naomi’s plan was based on meaningful biblical precedents. There are several meaningful
cases in which desperate women make use of direct, bold tactics to secure continuity for themselves. ..

15. Midrash, Bereishit Rabbah 51:8, Answer #2
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Rabbi Yehudah bar Simon said: They had a model of the next world, like Yoel 4, “On that day, the mountains will drip

syrup.”

16. Rashi to Bereishit 19:33
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Wine was made available for them in the cave, to produce two nations.



17.Rabbi Eliyahu Mizrachi to Bereishit 19:33
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One should be surprised - if so, how did [Rashi] abandon the view in Bereishit Rabbah of “How did they have wine in
the cave? Because wine was plentiful for [Sdom], they brought it to the caves,” taking the view of Rabbi Yuden ben
Rabbi Simon, who said... making it appear that their intent was for heaven and so Gd needed to provide a spring of
wine for them? And one could say that the master’s view was that even according to the view that they intended
promiscuity, Gd provided a spring of wine for them in order to produce these two nations from them...

18. Wine for the daughters of Lot https://www.yutorah.org/lectures/lecture.ctm/909399/
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