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In the four-month trial of Adolf Eichmann, one dark chapter of the Nazi holocaust was never fully brought out:

the rule of Nazi-organized councils of Jewish elders in European ghettos. Backed by their own high-booted

Jewish police, the councils compiled death lists of Jews and rounded up their own people for deportation to

Nazi extermination camps. Refusal to help Eichmann's "transportation" experts would have meant immediate

death, but always there was the agonizing moral dilemma: even under duress, was cooperation not betrayal?

Last week Israeli Prosecutor David Libai gave the state's answer in the first trial of a Jewish policeman who

served the Nazis. Its answer was yes.

In the dock of a tiny, drab Tel Aviv courtroom, head buried in his hands, sat the assistant conductor of the Israel

National Opera. Hirsch Barenblat, 48, former commander of the Jewish police in Bedzin, Poland. For two years

after he managed to get to Israel in 1958, Barenblat attracted no particular attention. Then, during introductions

at a concert in a kibbutz, a member of the audience suddenly leaped up and shouted: "Barenblat, I remember

you! You murdered Jews!" The concert broke up amidst angry confusion. In 1961, after a police investigation,

Barenblat was arrested and charged under the Israeli law punishing Nazis and their collaborators who were

members of "hostile organizations" - the same law under which Eichmann was tried as a Gestapo member, and

which the government now wants extended to include the Jewish police. In Barenblat's case, the maximum

penalty would be seven to ten years in prison on each of twelve specific accusations of persecution.

On the opening day of what looked to be a drawn-out trial, a Tel Aviv carpenter tearfully recalled that

Barenblat's Jewish police once trooped back from a round-up in Bedzin "loudly singing, as if from a victorious

engagement." described how they herded Jewish men, women and children into trucks headed for Auschwitz.

"Even the streets wept," the witness said. Prosecutor Libai conceded that Barenblat saved "maybe ten or 20

Jews,'' but added: "This court will have to decide whether to save his own soul he was entitled to carry out the

tasks of the Jewish police."

Defense Attorney Arieh Rosenblum. supporting Barenblat's plea of innocence, said that his conduct was

justifiable, and argued that he was acquitted of collaborationist charges after the war... by a " Polish court. "The

Jewish police." Rosenblum said, "cannot be regarded as hostile to the Jewish people. Their intention was not

hostility. They did not seek to exterminate Jews; they served what they deemed the best interests of the Jewish

community under the worst possible circumstances."
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. . . due to Barenblat's high position and the attempt to impose comprehensive culpability on all Judenrat

members, his trial became an important milestone in the development of Holocaust memory as it pertained to

the Jewish leadership of the time. In Barenblat, the principle question raised throughout was the essence of the

Judenrat and its members, and this may have been the only attempt to respond to it.

The trial took place before two instances. First, the case was tried in the Tel Aviv District Court before Judge

Haim Ehrlich (together with Yaakov Gavison and Michael Harpazi), from March 11, 1963 to the concluding

summations on October 17, 1963, and the verdict on February 5, 1964. The District Court convicted Barenblat,

sentencing him to five years in prison. Barenblat's appeal was then heard by a special panel of the Supreme

Court: Chief Justice Isaac Olshan; Justice Haim Cohn, who earlier as Attorney General had been the prosecutor

in the Kasztner trial; and Justice Moshe Landau, who had been the presiding judge at the Eichmann trial in the

District Court. On May 1, 1964, the Supreme Court exonerated Barenblat.



The two rulings were materially different from one another and reflected the problematic nature of any attempt

to resolve the relevant issues in a judicial setting. Additionally and principally, however, they showed how

problematic it was to determine the true image of the Judenrat as reflected in the memory of the survivors.

 (1v vfkv v erp vru,v hsuxh ,ufkv o"cnr

,jt apb ovk urxnh ktu ikuf utnyh ifkuf ,t tnyb utk otu v,ut tnybu ifn ,jt ubk ub, ohcfuf hscug ovk urnta ohab
,jt apb ovk urxnh ktu okuf udrvh 'ofkuf durvb utk otu ubdrvbu ofn sjt ubk ub, ohcfuf hscug ovk urnt ot ifu 'ktrahn

ihrun ihtu 'ovk u,ut ub,h hrfc ic gcaf v,hn chhujn vhv ot 'ofkuf ,t durvb ut hbukp ubk ub, urntu ovk uvusjh otu 'ktrahn
/ktrahn ,jt apb ovk urxnh ktu ikuf udrvh v,hn chhj ubht otu 'vkj,fk if ovk

 (2(sh) t erp apb ,rhnau jmur ,ufkv vezjv sh o"cnr

ut uhkg ohtc ohyxhk ut ohc gcuy urhcj ,t vturv ifu lgr os kg sung, tk (z"y y"h trehu) kg rcug khmv tku khmvk kufhv kf
ut vgr uhkg ohcajn ohrxun ut ohud gnaa ut khmv tku ukhmvk ohrjt rufaha ut unmgc tuv ukhmvk kufhu uhkg vtc vgr vhj
uckca vn rhxvku urhcj kkdc uxhhpk kufhu urhcj kg kcue tuva xbtc ut hudc gsha ut ughsuvu urhcj izut vkd tku jp uk ihbnuy

:lgr os kg sung, tk kg rcug o,ut vaugv ukt ohrcsc tmuhf kfu uxhhp tku

 (3jha sung q (xthcuy) ohhjk cu,fv kf

gumhcc rzg hkf anak vrync rrumv h"g uneuva ",hsuvh vhmhkhn"c ut (ytrbsuh) "ohsuvh-,mgun"c ;,,avk r,unv :u vkta
',utyhd lu,k zufhrc ghhxk r,un otv ?ovhhjk vbfx iht ukhtf ruchmv ,hhkav hsf lu, vsnavv ,ftkn ka yeau h,yha
hkgc 'vkfav hkc 'aufr hkgc ka ,unhar rrumk epxku rrumv ignk vhhpf-,sucg iudrtcu rsxv ,rhnac 'vkvev iudrhtc

?vsnavv ,ubjn ka o,kgpvu onuhe rcsc gshn ruchmvn gubnk r,un otvu ?,urjtu vftkn

 / / / :vcua,

urcj izut vkhd tku jp uk ihbnuy ut vgr uhkg ohcajn ohrxun ut ohhud gnaa ut ///khmv tku khmvk kufhv kf" :o"cnrv exp
/r,uh vcjru vcr ,rguan vkmv oak 'k"bv iuregv lnx kg vesmvk ,b,hb vrutfk - "lgr os kg sung, tk kg rcug ///ughsuvu

rsdc tuv vzfa ru,cu vsnavv ,ftknk guhx ouan 'uc ah ifa 'tuva dux kfn vkugp ;u,ha sdb iugyk od i,hb - lshtn
hn vfkvv hkgc ihcn uhva od vn 'u,hc hbc unmg apb rhjnc ukhpt uku ubnn gbnhvk ihsv ihna '"ohns ,ufhpa ka uvhhrzhct"

v,rdxnc 'vuumn-,njkn ka cmn ohrmuhv 'ekngf ut ktrah kg tcv rmf tuv hmtbv acufv ka ubhs hf - khgk tcunf - uxrda
/lunxk vn kg ah ',hkhka vcua,k ivu ,hcuhj vcua,k iv hf tuv khgk .cuenvn vkugv /chutv og vkugp ;u,ha kf ruxt

 (4vx inhx j ekj i,b ,uruvk ,"ua
  

ohgarv ka o,rynu 'z"gkc ytrbsuh ,uhsuvh ,umgun ohgarv h"g ,utyhdc uneuv 'ihkup ,bhsnc icrujv ,ubac rat 'ktaa s"g
oshk ruxnk vmgunv atr cauhn uars ohgarvaf ,jt uyhdcu 'k"r ohsuvhv ,snavc o,nhznc ughhxh onmgc ohsuvhva v,hv
ut ujrca ahu ohgarv ,unhzn ohsuvhk gsub z"hgu ',gsk unmg schtu vkv lkv 'vdhrvk ohjekb ova gsh vkvu 'ohsuvh hpkt vnf

hf uyhdc ohtukfv ohsuvhvk urntc 'ohsuvh hpkt vnf ogp kf ohgarv shk atr cauhv rxn ,rjt rhgca uyhdc uktu /utcj,v
unmg tuv od ;uxcka sg 'ohsuvh ;kt vtnn vkgnk rxn ,tzf vrumcu 'rtav ,t khmn tuv ohgarv shk ohygn ,rhxn hsh kg

vue,c ohgarv hshc ohygn ohsuvh ohshc ruxnk ut sct,vk htar vhv vru, ihs h"pg ot u,ktac uapbu - k"r vdhrvk jkab
/rtav ,t khmvk

,"hav suep ouhc hf '(v"x whx c"j) i,b ,uruvk ,"uac vzc tmuhf vktac ubc,f rcfu ',uapbk ,gdubv vfkvc kutak vaev vbv
f"gna iuhf n"nu /ugdb ohnsc ohns rat uz ihgn vktak eeszvk ubjrfuv hf o,unmg kg vz iug od seph 'vgarv vnut v,ut iug

 /htbpv ,xn oupk h"vzgc h,sumnc v,kga vn cu,fk h,rnt 'vzc ihhgk ohngp vnf hbrhmpv h"b
if ot tkt ovn sjt uk ub,h tk 'ubdrvbu ofn sjt ubk ub, ktrahk urnta o"ufg 'k"z t"nrv c,f (t"x i"ez whx) s"uh g"uac (t 

iusbc f"tu /k"fg hrfc ic gcaf v,hn chhj if ot tkt urxnk iht tbuud htvfc ukhpts ohrnut ahu 'hbukp ubk ub, urntu uvusjh
ruxta htsu f"t 'hrfc ic gcaf v,hn chhj,b tk ktrahn aht oua tkv usjh ot ukhptu 'i,hk hn ,t usjh tk ohgarva iuhf ishs
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smn tkt v,hn chhj vhv tk vru, ihscs p"gts 'hrfc ic gcaf uyeb hfvks 'c,f (j"ex) oa z"uycu /vdhrvk uvahn i,hku rrck
ihsv tuvu 'u,ut ihrxun uka ,ufknc srunu gaupa hn ubhbnzc ;t vbhnu 'uvusjh ot u,ut ihrxut n"n 'susc srna ,ufknv euj

ruxnk hutrv inu 'u,ut ihrxuna tyhap 'vbfx ovc aha ohrcs rta ut ohpuhzc exug iudf ovc ezjun sjta ,urhcg rtac
hf 'vz kf lhha tk s"bc vbvu /s"fg vghapc vauga ohgrv uhagn h"g ktrah rtak ;sur unf tuva iuhf 'uvusjh tk ot ukhpt u,ut

ktrahk o,tbau o,ugar ,njna tkt ohsuvh uaga kug ouan utk 'u"j ohsuvhv ,t shnavk vrzd vgarv ,ufknva vn
vgarv ,ufknva vns yuap f"tu / / / tbhs t,ufkns tbhs vzc lhha tks yuapu /vsav ,ukhtfu ,utcmf ovhhj ,t urhepv
hrfc ic gcak vnus vz iht sjuhn aht ruxnk uuhmaf ;t tkhnnu 'tbhs t,ufkns tbhs vzc lhha tk ktrah ka ons vrhepv

 /ruxtu
tcuvu (z"pux) ,unur, t,pxu,c uruen 'wufu ofn sjt ubk ub, ktrahk urnta o"ufgs tbhs lv vbvs 'vzc ihhgk aha vn okut (c 
udrvh 'ikuf ,t ihdruv ubt hrv utk otu ubdrvbu ofn sjt ubk ub, ohrfb ovk urnta ost hbc ka vghx '(j"pux) ,unur, hnkaurhc

t,pxu,c vbvu /udrvh ktu ovk uvub,h hrfc ic gcak usjha iudf ovk uvusjh ot kct 'ktrahn ,jt apb ovk urxnh ktu ikuf
ivu tuvu khtuv ohbpcn ovu ohbpcn tuva inzc kct '.ujcn ivu ohbpcn tuva inzc ohrunt ohrcs vnc vsuvh r"t 'ohhx oa

tuvu khtuv ovk vrnt wudu v,nfjc ogv kf kt vatv tuc,u (c"f wf wc ktuna) rnut tuv ifu 'ikuf udrvh ktu ivk uvub,h ihdrvb
t"rdvcu /v,hn chhj sus ,hc ,ufknc srun kf ovk vrnt lf rnut iugna hcr 'ofkuf udrv, ktu ovk uvub, ihdrvb o,tu drvb

tfhts ohbpc okufu .ujcn jmurva 'oa ohrufhc ,jbn whpc urthcu /ohbpcn ivu .ujcn tuva t"sc vsuvh wr hrcsc xrud oa
r,un usjhs tfhvs 'tmuh k"z uhrcsnu /s"fg urxnk r,un ohbpc okufc kct 'usjh if ot tkt urxnh tk ifk 'kmbh tna tehpx

hrcsc uarhp e"srvu h"ars 'rtucn vz kfnu / / /usjh tkc ;t urxnk r,un ohbpc okufcu 'kmbh tna epx tfhts tfhv ;t urxnk
 /u,ut ihdruv iht kmbh tnau drvh ot epxc kct 'drvh htsucs hfhv tkt u,ut ihrxun iht uvusjha hfhv ukhpts vsuvh wr

  /,jt apb ivk ihrxun iht okuf udrvh ot ;t uvusjh tkc kct  / / /

 (51991 'vbac vba 'dhhp vbhbp  'vtuav ,pue,c vhmekx ihhbgc ohbcr ,ehxp

uyhdv hcau, ,t ,utrk ihbugn tuva ghsuvu veutr oac uptyxd shep ytrbyxyktv srank tc c"a, iuuaj wv 10/26/1941 -c
hcau, kf ohchhj reucc 6 vgac rcuyeutk 28 -v ouhca vgsuv oxrpk ytrbyxyktv kg seup tuv lfhpk '"ohbp kt ohbp"

'sck ytrbyxyktv hrcj iudf 'gush rsx hpk ekj,vk ohchhj ohabtv /"ohyreunsv rff"c cmhh,vk kkfv in tmuh tkk uyhdv
ovk ohgucev ,unuenc okuf ,t shngvk ,hsuvhv vryanv kg /u,muceu sjt kf ',ubua ,usucgc ohscugv 'sujk vryanv

obhta utmnha tkt /vsucgv ,usug, ,t vahtu aht kf kmt euschu vruau vrua kf hbp kg rucgh tuv /rsxv kg jhdavku
unuj,k iuuf,n tuva ihcvk vhv rapt uhrcsn /ihhm tk urcgh ouen vzhtk /rjt ouenk uyhdv in urcgh ,uae ,usucgk ohkduxn

/"iyev uyhdv" ka

/,ntv kf ,t ovk rphx tka ujhbv ov /ytrbyxyktv hrcj kg vae oaur uag veutr hrcs

vsuepv rjt tknk ot /duvbk lht ,hdtryv vktav 'sjtf ,uhrjtu iupmn ka vkta hbpk vga v,utc sng ytrbyxyktv
uyhdv ,ryank ,unht,n ,utruv ,,k if-unfu 'uptyxdv ,ahrs kg uyhdv hsuvhk vgsuv oxrpk rnukf 'veutr hsh kg vb,ba

?veutr ka u,suepn hrndk okg,vku vhukd vwzyuctx ka vehyetyc ogpv yuebk ut 'uzv vahrsv ,t gmc,a ,bn kg

lrsc rjch ot kct /uyhdv hcau, ka kusd ekj hkutu ekj er uku khmvk kufh vbuatrv lrsc rjch ota rurc vhv ytrbyxyktk
ka ovhhjk ,uhrjtv adru uzv vrfvv /vtknv u,snavk od hkutu uyhdv sdbf stn ,uae ,uphsrk lfc thcvk rcsv kukg vhbav
ghpav vz kf /xb ajr,h iurjtv gdrcu '"ojrh hkuta" ,h,ruxnv ,hsuvhv vuue,v og udzn,b 'okhmvk sug rapta ohsuvh hpkt

/ohbnrdv sdbf vhukd vwztyuctx ka lrsc ,fkk tk ogpv od yhkjva ytrbyxyktv ,sng kg

vehxpv

ka iezv crv og ,umghh,vu hkhk ruehc hrjtu ,ucr ,uga vfrta vchah hrjt ohhtrub ohhapb ohruxhh lu, vkce,b vykjvv
aaut,va hrjt /;kg,v odu stn kvcb "ytrbyxykt"v hrcs ,t crv gna ratf /trhpa sus ovrct crv /vbcue ,khve

crv ghsuv ,rjnk /hsuvhv rxunv hpk uzf vrm ,gc duvbk ah lht ohrpxc eusck hsf ,uga vnf ka ,uva uk ,,k aehc ,menc
.nut ruztk uhkg uyhdv ,hhxukfutn sckc ekj ukhpt khmvk ushc vkgh vsuepv ouhe hsh kga vuuen ytrbyxyktv ota trhpa

/"vsuepv rjt tknku ,uhrjtv ,t unmg kg ,jeku


