The Barenblat Trial

Time Magazine, Friday, Mar. 22, 1963, Israel: Jew Against Jew

In the four-month trial of Adolf Eichmann, one dark chapter of the Nazi holocaust was never fully brought out:
the rule of Nazi-organized councils of Jewish elders in European ghettos. Backed by their own high-booted
Jewish police, the councils compiled death lists of Jews and rounded up their own people for deportation to
Nazi extermination camps. Refusal to help Eichmann's "transportation” experts would have meant immediate
death, but always there was the agonizing moral dilemma: even under duress, was cooperation not betrayal?
Last week Israeli Prosecutor David Libai gave the state's answer in the first trial of a Jewish policeman who
served the Nazis. Its answer was yes.

In the dock of a tiny, drab Tel Aviv courtroom, head buried in his hands, sat the assistant conductor of the Israel
National Opera. Hirsch Barenblat, 48, former commander of the Jewish police in Bedzin, Poland. For two years
after he managed to get to Israel in 1958, Barenblat attracted no particular attention. Then, during introductions
at a concert in a kibbutz, a member of the audience suddenly leaped up and shouted: "Barenblat, I remember
you! You murdered Jews!" The concert broke up amidst angry confusion. In 1961, after a police investigation,
Barenblat was arrested and charged under the Israeli law punishing Nazis and their collaborators who were
members of "hostile organizations" - the same law under which Eichmann was tried as a Gestapo member, and
which the government now wants extended to include the Jewish police. In Barenblat's case, the maximum
penalty would be seven to ten years in prison on each of twelve specific accusations of persecution.

On the opening day of what looked to be a drawn-out trial, a Tel Aviv carpenter tearfully recalled that
Barenblat's Jewish police once trooped back from a round-up in Bedzin "loudly singing, as if from a victorious
engagement." described how they herded Jewish men, women and children into trucks headed for Auschwitz.
"Even the streets wept," the witness said. Prosecutor Libai conceded that Barenblat saved "maybe ten or 20
Jews," but added: "This court will have to decide whether to save his own soul he was entitled to carry out the
tasks of the Jewish police."

Defense Attorney Arieh Rosenblum. supporting Barenblat's plea of innocence, said that his conduct was
justifiable, and argued that he was acquitted of collaborationist charges after the war... by a " Polish court. "The
Jewish police." Rosenblum said, "cannot be regarded as hostile to the Jewish people. Their intention was not
hostility. They did not seek to exterminate Jews; they served what they deemed the best interests of the Jewish
community under the worst possible circumstances."

Collaborator or Would-Be Rescuer? The Barenblat Trial and the Image of a Judenrat Member in 1960s
Israel, Avihu Ronen, Hadas Agmon, Asaf Danziger pp. 120-1

.. . due to Barenblat's high position and the attempt to impose comprehensive culpability on all Judenrat
members, his trial became an important milestone in the development of Holocaust memory as it pertained to
the Jewish leadership of the time. In Barenblat, the principle question raised throughout was the essence of the
Judenrat and its members, and this may have been the only attempt to respond to it.

The trial took place before two instances. First, the case was tried in the Tel Aviv District Court before Judge
Haim Ehrlich (together with Yaakov Gavison and Michael Harpazi), from March 11, 1963 to the concluding
summations on October 17, 1963, and the verdict on February 5, 1964. The District Court convicted Barenblat,
sentencing him to five years in prison. Barenblat's appeal was then heard by a special panel of the Supreme
Court: Chief Justice Isaac Olshan; Justice Haim Cohn, who earlier as Attorney General had been the prosecutor
in the Kasztner trial; and Justice Moshe Landau, who had been the presiding judge at the Eichmann trial in the
District Court. On May 1, 1964, the Supreme Court exonerated Barenblat.



The two rulings were materially different from one another and reflected the problematic nature of any attempt
to resolve the relevant issues in a judicial setting. Additionally and principally, however, they showed how
problematic it was to determine the true image of the Judenrat as reflected in the memory of the survivors.

D990 D P99 HNDN XN MAYN 0"anI (1

DNX YA DNY 1D DN 1210 INNV? 19910 NN NNVLI IND DRI NN XNV 129 NNX N NN 021D 1Ty DN YINIRY DY)
NNN W) DND YI01 DN D21 NI ,0I21D NN IND DX 1IN DN TAN NI NN D21 T2 OND 1NN DN 1), INIWND
PN PRY,OND IMNX NN’ 712 )12 YAV NIPN NN 7N ON,D0I21D NIX NI INONDI NI NN NN DN TN DX INXIVN
INIYIN NNX WA DNY 17D DN 1210 1)1 NIMN 1N PN ON) ,NYNNIY 1 ONY

() X P9 ¥9) NNV N¥Y MAFN NPINN > ©"aP9 (2

IN POY DN VD N O YV YPIN NX NIXIIN 12 TYI OT DY TNYN XD ("0 V™ RIPN) DY 121y 238N XD D8N 5190 9
N DY POY DXAYNND DD IN DN YNYY IN 2NN NI IDINND DINK NILIY IN XY NI IDINND 9157 PIY NRA DY 7N
1252W NN PONDHIPIAN 99X 109 5101 1PN DY TP NINY DIND N M YW IR WTIN 1PN JHIN 12X XY N 1D PIML

Y 0T DY TNYN XD DY 92y OMNX NIV IR D272 XYM 5110”9 X

NOY Y / (ON219) DPNY 21N90 Y5 (3

NI NYHODI YNV NIVND TNXN Y INPINY "TPTIN 7PN N (OXDTY) "DITHID-NIYIN"I GNNYND IMNN H NONRY
LSINDN TIND 115772 YHDY 9NN DXN 10NYND N3O0 PN IDIND NDNN IO YT TIN NTIYNN NINDN DY LPYY NV
YA ,NDOWN YD ,¥10750¥2 DY NIV INND PADDY TNNN WND MAI-NTHIAY PN VTON NPNYIA ,NONPN NN
MTRYNN INNN DY DNOYIM DNYP 272 YN MNXNN YN TN DN IMINKY NININ

...:NAWVYN

172N NN N7 NI NI PIMIV N DY POY DXIAYNND DD N D) YNV IN .28 NDY D3NND 5150 D" :0"11nN P9
NV NN N2 DWW NDXN DU ,9"IN PIPYN TAD DY NPTIND TN NNINIY - "T¥I DT DY TNYN XD DY 92 I
9752 XN IV NN NTHYNN NINDND YPO DIVN N ¥ 1OV, XINY DD DI10 NI PIPY T YO DI 17 - TPRND

M N29NN XYY PAN PHY DI 1D NN M MINY WO PNN TN DY NN YIPND PTN PRV, 'DNIT MDY YW in» "
NNNDNI,MNNN-NNNDN DY AN DINPN,PINYI N INIY DY NXIN TN NINONNIN YAON DY INT I - DY NI - 0NV
MOY NN DY W LIPS NAIVND M PN NIVND 11 D XN Y0 NNIPNNN NN DIND DY N2 NIY 5 MON

DO Y N PIN N MDY DWW (4

DOYYIN DY DNV F"YDT LRITY NPTIN MNP DOYWIN Y'Y TNV PN, P2 NPTHI JANND I WX IORVY T'Y
DY NONY NXWINT YR WP WIT DYYINYI NNN 1V D" DTN NTHYNA DNDINL WHD 0NNV DTPNIY NN
INHINIIY WY DOYYIN MR OITIDD YT I NYTD YIXY TR NDN TON ,NPIND ONPDI DNV YT NOM DTN 295N NNd
31V DNXIVIN OTIMNY YNNI ,DXTIN Y9YN NN DY Y DYYIN T YN 2WPN 0D NINK DYV 1Y) ION) ININND
XY NI D) POASY TY ,DXTIN GONX NINNDND NIYNY I0N NN NNN,INYN NN N0 NI DYYIN DY DOOYN NPON O DY
MPNA DYYIN YT DVYN DITIN O NDNI N TANNND RY 7PN NNN PTO"9Y DX ININYA WAN - 5" IPIND NHWI
ORYN DR DINND

NHYN TIPS 0PI (N0 PO 2"N) 1N MNNY NMYA NI XXV NYNYA NIAND 92, MYAD NYINN NIDNA INWD NYPN 1IN
2"YNY 1D N AV DNTI DNT IWNR W PYN NORYD PRTIND NNINMN ¥ DMNYY DY M PY D) TP ,NYYIN NN DMK )Y
INION NON DAY Y'Y ONTINHDI NNYYY NN 1IN0 SNIAN M YD DY 119D NP )

19 DN NION DN TAN 1D NN XD 1NN 0N TAN N7 NN IXIVD 1INRY DMOY 2" X'DIN AN (N'O Y'Pr YD) 7' vy wa (N
PNTIA DN .D"IY 1152 12 YAWD NIMD 29N 1D ON NIN 1IDNT PN NXIND ONNDI PANT DINN YN INJA 1T NN YININ) MTHY
MONY ONTI I"N )92 12 YWD NIMHD NN XD IR YOX DY XIN YTN DX AN I M) NN YT XD DOYWINY 19D YT



The Barenblat Trial

TN NON NIPN 2PN 7PN R NNN PTAT "YRT PI52 )2 YAV 10VP) INDT, AN (N'PO) DY 11V .IPIND WM IO 912D
PTN NI NN PIDN DY MIDN TN YYHAY 3D 1IN GX NP NNTH OXHIMNX PIDIN N'D,TITA TIIY MINN PN
M0NY NNIN PO HMN PIDNIY XVOWH ;MDD DN WOV DT INY IN DM POIY ID DN PINID TANY MDY INYA
D,/ DD POV RD T2 NI .T'IY NYWAI NYIYY DIYIN PYUYN Y'Y IRV INYI 717100 XINY 1P IMTNY KD DN IDIN IMN
INIYD DNNIYY DMYYI NNNNY NON DTN WYY D1y DIWN IND Y'N DTN DN PRYND D93 NYYIN MoYnny Nn
DYYIN MIINNY NPT VY I'NY. .. NPT NMIDNT XPT M POV XDT DY .NTYN MDND MINXIND OOPN NN VPPN
102 32 YAV YT Y PR TAVNI LOX NN IPNYWI GN NI NPT XMIDNT RPT M THY RO ORI DY DNT NPPIN
0N

N2 (3"9HD) NN XNIDIND YNPN 1D DN TN NI NN DRI YIIRY ODYT XPT 0 MINT M YD ¥Y Nn OOIN (2
1917,1970 NN PIND NX N IND DN NN DIN TN N NN D11 DNY ININRY DTN 72 DY NYD (N'9HD) MMIN MO 1
NNODIND MIN NN INY DN NN 102 )2 YYD YTHOYW IO OND HHNTN ON DN ,INIWIND NNX W) DND I DN 191D
1 NI NI 0920 DM D92 XINY P12 DAN NININ 1) D920 NINY Y2 D NNN 02T NN NN’ 'K ,070 DY
NI 9NN ONY NN M NNNON DY DI DX NWUNN XI1IAM (273 D '3 HXIIY) TN XIN 197,)910 177 IN) 112 NN PIIN)
N")N2) NN 2PN TIT 2 MIDNA TN 93 ONY NN TI IIN NYHOY 317,092 NINN DN DN NN PIINI DNNXIY XM
NONT D292 02191 YIN2N NN , DY DN NN P92 1IN D920 1) YINND NINY X' T2 DTN '>7271 D) OV
AN YTOT NOT NP 9"T PIATHY TV 1IDND IMN DN D102 DANX NTNY 12 DX NIN 11D XD 199,98 NNDY Ni>9D
ATV PITIN 'WAT NN DY DI .. T KD GXINDNY MM D92 D312 ,08) KNIV PAD RINT XN N 10N
AN PINN PR DX NI XTI DN PODA DN )N ONTIAT YN XION IMN PIDIN PN IMTIY 21 122X T NI ')

NN W) 12 PIDIM PN O NI DX G IMNTN XD VAN ...

1991 ,nIva NIV 39 NI NNIYN NPNA PXPHD 1I¥a B39 NPPDI (5

V)N AN NN TN PIYH NINY WTIN NPIND DY IINRVD) TP ONNVODLIND TIVNY NI 2"WN IWN ' 10.26.1941 -2
YWIN Y DXIMN IPHA 6 NYVA IIVPIND 28 -1 DYV NYTIN DDID LXNVOVONN DY TS NI TI9D "D HN DN9”
,T22 ONMVLOVINN PIAN PID ,WIT VT 29D PONNNY DXANN DIVWIND ."DOVIPIITH 132" AXMNND DD Y2 XY NOD IV
DNY DWIAPN MMPNA DD IR PRYND TN NIVWNN DY INNIAPY TR DI, 7MY MY DTN, TIND NIVYNN
DYNRVY INNDY XON DTV MTIYN NN DYIN) YOIN DI DIX PITIN NN NNV 99 DY MY NN .ITON DY NMIYNDY
YINND DN NINY PAND 7PN IWAN PIATH PN XD 112 DIPN NIHNRD NN DIPND NN 1D 1Y MYP MMIYD DONON
MoPN VNN HY

JIND DD N DN IO NIOY NN DN ONNDVOVIND 1IN DY NYP DY WY NPIND T

NTIPON NN XIND ON . NMD PR MMINIOVN NIRYN , TIND NPINNI NN DY NORY 19D NYY NN THY OXDVDVIND
NN NIVYNY MIRNND THIXNN NN 1I-19D) NIARVDIN NYOIT IY VNN YT NYTIN DDA 1D ,NPINI YT DY MMV
MPINT DY INTIPN N7 DOYNNDI NMZ) NTVIARD DY NPPVPRVA DYAN VIPIY X NN NLOITH NN YNINY 1IN DY

THT2 N2 DN DN VNN MAVIN DY 1T PONODINY PON P11 DI8NY D12 INYRIN TITA TN OXY NI 7PN DXDVDLIND
2V DMNY NPINNRD WX NN NIINN ININNHINTIVND DI ODIN) VNN TN TN MYP MOTID 7O NXAND 12TH 20y MIVN
WAYN MY DI .0) YNIM NINNKD YXI12Y,"DNIHOINRY" THPRNDNN THITIND INPNN DY NVIN ,DINND THY IWIRY DI’ 29N

DINNN TN M) NIRVIARD DV TIT2 NIOY XD DYN D) VIINNY LXDVODVINN NTHY DY

nNPoaN

SV PN 290 DY MXYONN D NP2 >INNY NI MYY NIINY N YINX DOXIN DHYI DND» TIN NYAPM NVININ
YYINNNY MINNR QOYNN DN TN DN "ORDVDLIN'N 12T NN 20 YNV IUNRD XPAY TIT DNIIN 290 .M NP

290 WTHIN NINKD STHINPN IDIIN 297 NI NIN NYA NMD W PR DD PITAZ XTI MY NN DY MNY Y NNY vipdl N8pna
NN IMND POY IOVNN IMOIIND 252 PON AN DIXND YT NOY NTIPAN DR YT DYV MNPN OXMVDLIND DXV RPIY
"NTIPON NN NINDY NMINND NN XY DY NNPY



