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Parshah Questions: Naso 5783: What Are the Kohanim Doing?

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com
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1. Bamidbar 6:22-27
And Hashem told Moshe, saying: Speak to Aharon and his sons, saying: So shall you bless the Children of Israel, say
to them:
e May Hashem bless you and protect you.
e May Hashem shine His face toward you and show you favour.
e May Hashem raise His face toward you and give you shalom.
And they shall place My Name upon the Children of Israel, and | will bless them.

2. Rabbi Moshe ben Yosef d'Trani (Mabit, 16t c. Turkey/Israel), Beit Elokim, Shaar haTefillah #12
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And according to what we wrote in defining prayer in the first chapter, it is appears to be prohibited to beseech a
person to pray to Hashem for someone else. When one independently prays for someone else or for the generation,
there is no problem with this, but for others to come to him and beseech him to pray for them to Hashem appears like
placing intermediaries between one’s self and Hashem, which is a grave sin. This is seen in Yerushalmi Berachot
(Perek 9), “Rabbi Yudin said: Flesh and blood has a patron. If trouble befalls him, he doesn’t go to him immediately.
Rather, he goes before the entrance to his patron’s yard, and he calls to someone from the patron’s household and
tells him, ‘So-and-so is outside.” But Hashem is not like this. If trouble befalls you, don’t call Michael or Gavriel, but cry
out to Him and He will answer you, as in Yoel 3:5, “All who call in the Name of Hashem will be rescued.”

3. Rabbi Yaakov Kranz (The Dubno Maggid, 18t century Eastern Europe), Ohel Yaakov Parshat Naso
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This may be compared to someone who was angered by his son’s bad habits, to the point of hiding his face from him.
The youth went unclothed and barefoot, and it was very bitter for him, and he went to the neighbour’s house and
asked him to intercede with his father to make clothing for him. [The neighbour] listened to him and went to the youth’s
father and pleaded with him: Have mercy and compassion for your son, and see fit to clothe him, for this is the time of
winter and ice! And the youth’s father answered, saying to him: | plead with you that | make clothing for my son. The
other fellow stood, stunned, not understanding what the words meant. [The father] continued, saying to him: Fool! You
came to me to ask that | have mercy on my son2 Do you instruct me regarding my son and the fruit of my womb? You
have the sense to understand that | am a father, and my entire desire is to benefit him with my spirit and life. It is only
because of his bad ways that | hide from him. If you want me to help the youth, to turn to him with favour and aid,
why did you choose to speak with me? Rise, go to the youth and speak to him, and educate him to straighten his
paths and improve his deeds...
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