Shoftim: Do we have to listen to the Rabbis?

Rambam vs. Ramban
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Hilchot Mamrim, Chapter 1

The Supreme Court in Jerusalem represents the essence of the Oral Torah. Its members are the pillars of
direction; law and order emanate from them to all of Israel. Concerning them the Torah assures us, as it is
written: "You shall act in accordance with the directions they give you' (Deuteronomy 17:11). This is a
positive command. Anyone who believes in Moses, our teacher, and in his Torah, must relate religious
practices to them and lean upon them. Whether their direction is based upon what they have learned from

tradition, referred to as the Oral Torah, or it is derived from what they have independently discovered by

means of any of the rules whereby the Torah is interpreted, and meets with their approval, or it is in the

form of temporary regulations designed to preserve the biblical laws, measures consisting of decrees and
ordinances and customs, we are biblically comman r with regard to any of these three

categories. Whoever disregards one of them breaks a prohibitive command.

Sefer Hamitzvot, Shoresh 1

That it is inappropriate to count rabbinic commandments in this category: You should know that it is not
[truly] appropriate to bring up this topic to explain it. For since the words of the Talmud (Makkot 23b)
are, "There were 613 commandments stated to Moshe at Sinai," how can we say about something
rabbinic, that it is included in the count. However we have been prompted to it because many erred and
counted the Chanukah light and the reading of the Megillah (Scroll of Esther) among the positive
commandments...I cannot see anyone imagine - or it even coming to his mind - that it was nevertheless
stated to Moshe at Sinai that he should command us that when, at the end of our monarchy, such and such
happens to us with the Greeks, we will be obligated regarding the Chanukah light. And it appears to me
that what led them to this is that we make the blessing [on these commandments], "who has sanctified us
with His commandments and commanded us''; and the Talmud's question (Shabbat 23a) - *And where we
commanded?" And they said, "From 'you shall not veer'" (Deuteronomy 17:11). But if they counted them
from this, they should count everything rabbinic: For everything that the Sages commanded us to do and
everything they prohibited to us [would then have] already commanded by Moshe, peace be upon him, at
Sinai when he commanded us to do so.
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