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Shemuel, Week 93: 19:14-19:21 — Michal Chooses Sides2 / Shemuel Chooses Sides?

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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19:11-17 Michal Chooses Sides? (continued)
1. Metzudat David to Shemuel | 19:14
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“And he sent” — In the morning, he sent after him to stand before [Shaul], as he had before.

2. Malbim to Shemuel | 19:15
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“To see David” for if he would actually not be ill, he would be rebelling in pretending to be ill. And if he were truly ill,
[Shaul] could claim against him that this was why he had not fled, because his illness had prevented it...

3. Rabbi Amnon Bazak, %171 2pws soms ypa By 92011 717 92 2°%en 7 nown, Megadim 36 (5763)
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The text emphasized that Michal identified herself as “his wife Michal”, and acted accordingly. Michal’s love for David

brought her to aid her husband to flee from her father.

4. Shemuel | 19:12 and Shemuel Il 6:16
5. Bereishit 31:4-5, 14-16
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It appears that the root of the matter is embedded in that which we noted earlier. As we've said, Michal’s love for David
was one-sided. In such a situation, Michal’s self-sacrifice and her ability to stand before her father could not last long.
With David’s flight, and the active severing of the bond between David and Michal, Shaul’s influence over Michal
became stronger, and she began fo feel that she was first and foremost “the daughter of Shaul”, and only later — “the
wife of David”. It appears that this is why Michal did not object to marriage with Palti ben Layish.

7. Malbim to Tehillim 59:1
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First it spoke of the time when he was before Shaul, and [Shaul] cast his spear to strike him, and Gd saved him. (1-7)

Then it spoke of [Shaul] sending guards in the evening to watch the house, to kill him, and how the matter became

known with Gd's help. He prayed to escape from them. (8-15)

Then he cursed his foes. (16-end)

19:18-24 Shemuel Chooses Sides?

8. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 19:18
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And David this because Shaul had been anointed by Shemuel, and David had also been anointed by him, and Shemuel

was a prophet of Gd, and [so] David went to him to complain about what Shaul was doing against him, and to ask him

for advice and comfort, and for him to tell him prophetically what he should do and how he should escape. David

believed that all of his fate and deeds were overseen by Gd.




9. Radak to Shemuel | 19:18
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It comes from the term naveh. The place was called Nayotin the city called Ramah, and so the text says, “in Nayot in
Ramah,” “from Nayot in Ramah,” meaning, “which is in Ramah”. Or, this place was outside the city called Ramah,
close, in her area, and “in Ramah” is like “And it happened when Yehoshua was in Yericho”. This is the correct
explanation. Therefore it said, “And he and Shemuel went and sat in Nayot.” And this place was for student prophets,
who sat there and learned before Shemuel, as Targum Yonatan said “place of teaching.”

10. Shemuel 1 10:1-6

11.Talmud, Zevachim 54b
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Rava taught: What is the meaning of, “And David and Shemuel went and sat in Nayot in Ramah”2 What connection is

there between Nayot and Ramah? Rather, they sat in Ramah and were involved in the beauty (noy) of the world...

12. Divrei haYamim | 28:11-12 (JPS 1985 tr. ¢/o sefaria.org)
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David gave his son Solomon the plan of the porch and its houses, its storerooms and its upper chambers and inner

chambers; and of the place of the Ark-cover; and the plan of all that he had by the spirit: of the courts of the House of

the Lord and all its surrounding chambers, and of the treasuries of the House of Gd and of the treasuries of the holy

things...

13. Ralbag to Shemuel | 19:20
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This prophecy was a sort of Divine inspiration, while still in control of their senses. It was as though Shemuel had
conveyed the spirit that was upon him, upon them.

14. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 19:19-20
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15. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 11a
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