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The mitzvah

1. Vayikra 26:1-3 (Koren tr. c/o sefaria.org)
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You shall make no idols, nor shall you erect a carved idol, or a pillar, nor shall you install a figured stone in your land,

to bow down upon it: for | am the Lord your Gd. You shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary, | am the

Lord.

If you walk in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them...

2. Vayikra 25:47-55 (Koren tr. c/o sefaria.org)
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And if a sojourner or stranger grow rich by thee, and thy brother that dwells by him grows poor, and sell himself to the

stranger or sojourner by thee, or to the offspring of a stranger’s family: after he is sold he may be redeemed again; one

of his brethren may redeem him:... For to me the children of Yisrael are servants; they are my servants whom | brought

forth out of the land of Mitzrayim: | am the Lord your Gd.

3. Rabbi Yosef Bechor Shor (12t century France) to Vayikra 26:2
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Do not sell yourself as an eved'to a non-Jew, who will command you to perform melachah on Shabbat. “And revere My

sanctum” — revere My holiness, and do not sell yourself to a non-Jew, desecrating the Name of Heaven, as he will

perform repellent things and desecration of Gd's Name, and the eved makes his avadim serve idolatry.

4. Vayikra 26:13 (Koren tr. c/o sefaria.org)
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| am the Lord your Gd, who brought you out of the land of Mitzrayim, that you should not be their bondmen; and | have
broken the bars of your yoke, and made you walk upright.

5. Rabbi Moshe Isserles, Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 31:8, as explained in Mishneh Berurah 131:44
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No one may fall on their face with extended arms and legs, even without a stone floor. But if one inclines partially on

his side, it is permitted, or if there is no stone floor. And so they shall do on Yom Kippur — when they fall on their face,

if they spread grass there to interrupt from the floor. And this is the practice.

Why not bow on a stone floor?
6. Rambam, Sefer haMitzvot, Lo Taaseh 12
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This, too, is prohibited lest it appear like idol worship, for so they would make decorated stone with sophisticated craft
before the statue, and upon it they would bow to the statue.

7. Sefer haChinuch, Mitzvah 349
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It is also possible that the reason is lest one appear to bow to the stone itself. Since they prepare and design it, and it
is attractive, there is room for suspicion. But one who bows upon attractive fabric, there is no reason for suspicion, for
the fabric is quickly destroyed...

8. Rashi to Vayikra 26:1
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“To bow upon it” — even to Heaven, because bowing is with extended arms and legs, and the Torah prohibited this

outside the Beit haMikdash.

9. Rashi to Megillah 22b x*
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“The Torah did not prohibit” in this verse other than to make a floor of stone in a synagogue, like that of the Beit

haMikdash.

10. Talmud, Avodah Zarah 43a
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“You shall not make with Me” - You shall not make the image of the servants which serve before Me... As is taught in

a braita: One may not make a house in the form of the Heichal, a large room in the form of the Ulam, a yard in the

form of the Azarah, a table in the form of the Table, a menorah in the form of the Menorah. But one may make [a

menorah] of five, six or eight [branches]...

11.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Beit haBechirah 7:10
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And one may not make a house in the form of the Heichal, a large room in the form of the Ulam, a yard in the form of

the Azarah, a table in the form of the Table, a menorah in the form of the Menorah. But one may make a menorah of

five or eight branches, or a menorah that is not of metal even if it is of seven branches.

12. Rabbi Yosef Dov Soloveitchik (20t century USA), Reshimot Shiurim to Succah 41a
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It appears that there are two elements in “memorializing the Mikdash”:

(1) The laws of mourning to remember the Mikdash. This is Bava Batra (60b). The foundation of this is learned from
the verse, “If | forget you, Jerusalem.” This is to remember Jerusalem as she was, and mourning her ruin.

(2) The law to remember the mitzvot connected with the Mikdash — meaning, to set in our hearts the Mikdash as it
will be when it is built — speedily in our days — and this is our [talmudic] passage. The foundation of these laws
is from the verse, “She is Zion, no one seeks her.” This is not mourning for the past, but fulfilling for the future
when the Mikdash will be built.

Perhaps this dual memorial is hinted in the verse in Eichah (1:7), “Jerusalem remembers the days of her affliction and
suffering, all of her treasures, which she had in earlier days.” “The days of her affliction and suffering” - the ruin and
the mourning for it. “All of her treasures” — the mitzvot fulfilled in the Mikdash then, which we fulfill now for the Mikdash
which will be built.



13. Rabbi Levi Yitzchok Horowitz, When and how to mourn: Judaism’s many contradictions

The same Jew who spends his midnight hours reciting 7ikkun Chatzos in tearful memory of the Destruction, nevertheless
marches proudly and happily around the bimah in shulwith his esrog and lulav on Sukkos — in commemoration of
Temple times. So he not only cries, in remembrance of the Temple; he dances, too. The same family that sits on the floor
on erev Tish'a B’Av eating eggs and ashes, several months later sets a luxuriant table for its Pesach meal — and, leaning
in a kingly manner, eats matzah and marror (bitter herbs) wrapped together fo remember how Hille! ate it in the time of
the Temple. Matzah and Marror are not the only things wrapped fogether at the seder; our joy and our remembrance
are intertwined too, not only in korech (Matzah Sandwich), but in the roasted egg and shankbone on the sederplate
and in the afikoman as well, all commemorations of what we had in the Beis Hamikdosh that is no longer standing.



