LY,

Wisdom of Solomon: Mishlei Week 10: 13:21-25 — Reward, Punishment and More ‘ i

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com ’

All One Unit Hsracs®
1. Malbim to Mishlei 13:21-25
TV MT7N2 aNIR 77N AR%Y2 ROT WYY ayIT 7 ,NVA0 KXXN X2 INRA °3 "7 DRD R AR DOROIT WIW IR ,A¥7 7770 O°RLN (ND)
"7 12N RO MXAT DW LAR oan RUAT XX DM W R ,MnNa '[N‘?D N17 J0WA KT ,00XY Y7 Ya02 X0 WNYAW 191X ,a30wnw
..NIXPT YAV X 0 PIA L
210W *197 R ,110W PR RY PUIEAW AXIN AR RMY ,MOWA VW 000 00 W DR TAW 2VER DORIT URY o DRwh 20wn... (20)
< PTED IDX ROIT 2711 00 YT 1IWYA T YW RN ORI LR PMMNTA 10127 170w 270 ' ,0012 012
12 192 ,091771 QPR ONEY N1072 POR O INIAT2 OO AW PUTEAW IR VITAY 2%V pr7XAR 10w 1T obws XD 171 DRWN OX)... (20)
771 °"Y K2 90 27 MIRYENA KT W 20w "LwYH w"n 1210 2p2 19 07 212 R1IM 212 R0 D2w3A PRI 2w 90" 1HY naRY XO1T
7AW "o a0 DOIR K2 Q7 DY DWW MR WY WP aT2Y 9T ,0°77770 2°XP0 awn 9°07% TR DR 211 2w ava 1T ,Q°WRI
aglelali7alsbisiaNakirly s A IML A ) 501X 27w 2 121 .an7ay O 5Y X2 D07 oW 2 ,173‘7 DO TRY 2y72 <MW ,0Own X722 7901w QWA
92 9210197 27500 RY W 17 7P ORW YT "W 2101 7Y 12170 22217 07,2902 3903w 0P R¥A° 1192 ,VWn DR 0°20Vnn 2% DX
:0DWN 19377 921 19V 2N MR 11921 ,7A7370 PRI 71 .01 NI WIInR ¥R 10w RY an° 077 700 20w ORW 1D ,vow nR
12210721 1012 17 N1 1PII0 107 LMK NAARN I ,0OWN XD 7901 WA PATRT DY 2ON0° T X2 1T ORW ¥ 723Wwn a1 ox... (1)
Miakiaigt il
D3 NP IMNT WD YWD DIINRW AT O3 ,MINM RY 21907 27D WO VAW P ,102 RIN? IR KD PUINA W01 yawh YW 2278 (D)
SY 72N 7T ON ,NIRAY PR PRI AN MIRNR R0 WOW 9D 03,770 N0RN 0102 ,0102 KoY DOYINRY 2OYW DaR W1 NnaY P 7080
.2
13:21 - “Evil pursues sinners” — This says that the punishment of sinners does not come from Gd, for harm does not
come from Him. Only, the bad that they did, itself, pursues them constantly until it catches them, such that the punishment
is embedded in the bad itself. “The Satan is the Malach of Death.” “The snake does not kill; sin kills.” But the reward
for mitzvot will come from Hashem alone... aside from the good which is embedded in the nature of the mitzvot.
13:22 - ...It responds regarding that which we see at times, that the righteous suffer and the wicked are tranquil. Of this
it says, “If you see that the righteous person has not received his reward, this is because he will bequeath the good to
grandchildren, and Hashem will pay his reward to his children and generations after him... And if you will see that the
wicked person remains wealthy, know that the wealth of the sinner is stored for the righteous. ..
13:23 - ... And if you will ask: And why doesn’t Hashem pay the reward to the tzaddik himselfe And why do we see
that the tzaddik, in whose merit the world is nourished, is not nourished even in his own merit2 Like Rabbi Chanina ben
Dosa, about whom it says, “The entire world is nourished for My son Chanina, and for My son Chanina it suffices to
have a kav of carobs from Friday to Friday.” The verse responds that we have seen this in practice, that large amounts
of food come via the tilling of the needy, for the weak of the nation, the poor, till the land to remove the thorns and
nettles. This hard labour is performed by the needy, and through them come large quantities of food. And yet, there are
needy people who die unjustly, dying of hunger without food, even though all of the food comes via their work. So, too,
even though great quantities of food come via the righteous and their merit as they remove the thorns which prevent
bounty, still, it is found that some of them die of hunger, and it is enough for him to have a kav of carobs. This is because
Gd knows that if he had wealth, his merit would not be sufficient to bring down bounty, just as if the needy had bread
then they would not hire themselves out to plow and till. This is among the mysteries of [Divine] orchestration, and yet,
“The Rock, His deeds are perfect, and all of His ways are just.”
13:24 - ... This is also an answer to the question of why Gd brings suffering upon the righteous, and some die unjustly.
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This is because He loves him... He causes him to suffer, to rebuke him and to improve him in his end.

13:25 — “A tzaddik eats to sate his soul” — The tzaddik does not eat to fill his belly, only to sate his soul as it needs, not
in luxury. It also hints that he eats to sate his soul, as needed only to keep him alive. But the wicked eat to fill their bellies.
Their bellies are always lacking, for whatever he possesses, he desires more and there is no end to his desire. This also
answers the question...

13:21-22 Reward and Punishment
2. Mishnah, Avot 4:2
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...for a mitzvah causes another mitzvah and a sin causes another sin, for the reward of a mitzvah is a mitzvah and the
reward of a sin is a sin.
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3. Talmud, Chagigah 5a
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Rav Bibi bar Abbaye said to [the Malach of Death]: Do you have the right to [take someone before their time]2 He
replied: Is it not written, “And there are those who die unjustly”2 Rav Bibi replied: But isn't it written, “A generation goes
and a generation comes!” He said: | keep them until their generation is done, and then | send them to Dumah. Rav Bibi
said: Still, what do you do with their years? He said: If there is a young Torah scholar who is forgiving in his aoffairs, |
add them to him, and he is their substitute.

13:23 Food and Injustice
4. Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra (Rabbi Moshe Kimchi), Commentary to Mishlei 13:23
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There will be a lot of food for the needy when they plant and work the land, as in “The one who works his land will be
sated with bread. (Mishlei 12:11, 28:19)” And some die because they don’t know the mishpatof its tilling and sowing...

5. Rashi, Commentary to Mishlei 13:23
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Much produce comes to the world via the tilling of needy people. Meaning, much Torah emerges via students whose
mentors learn from them via their discussions of fine points in halachah.

6. Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer (Vilna Gaon), Commentary to Mishlei 13:23
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For most of the world eats the tilling of the needy. Meaning that the needy endure the suffering of their generation, and

the entire world is nourished because of the yoke carried by the needy... There is also reason to give to the needy, for

when they don't give [to the needy] their due, Hashem punishes those who steal from them, with their lives.

7. Ralbag, Commentary to Mishlei 13:23
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A great amount of food is found because of the plowing of the needy, for they struggle in plowing. Therefore there is

food for the landowners who did not do the work. So, too, there are people who die in evil, without justice, for he did

not perform the deed for which he was killed. And this happens a lot.

13:24 Rebuking Children

8. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 1:1
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Normally, if someone tells a person, “So-and-so struck your son,” he will fight this person to the death. What is the

meaning of “One who spares his rod hates his child”2 To teach you that one who keeps his son from rebuke, in the end
[the son] will come to a bad path, and he will hate him. So we find with Yishmael, that his father Avraham loved him

and did not rebuke him, and he went on a bad path, and he hated him and removed him from his house with nothing...

9. Talmud, Makkot 8b
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Even though one’s son learns, [rebuking him] is a mitzvah, as in Mishlei 29:17.

10. Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deiot 5:1
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A Torah scholar should not be a glutton; he should eat what is suitable to keep his body healthy. He should not eat large
amounts, and he should not pursue filling his belly, like those who fill up on food and drink until their bellies bloat...

11. Ralbag, Commentary to Mishlei 13:25
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The righteous person eats to satiation, for since he adheres to Gd, he will find his food. He is also energetic about

making the right food available through the right means. But the belly of the wicked will be lacking because they depend

on their violent theft to bring their bread. Therefore their bellies are lacking.

12. Rabbi Eliyahu Kramer (Vilna Gaon), Commentary to Mishlei 13:25
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“The tzaddik lives by his faith (Chavakuk 2:4)” and he trusts Hashem, and therefore he does not starve himself. “And
the belly of the wicked is lacking” because they fear lest they have nothing to eat tomorrow...
And so in Torah, the righteous eat to satiation, learning in order to be full, not seeing whether it is a litlle or a lot but
only trying to know it in its essence, to fill his soul and live. But the belly of the wicked is lacking because their intent is
only to be elevated in the eyes of people. They gather a lot [of Torah] at once, and they cannot swallow that much.
Therefore their belly is lacking... for nothing remains to them.

13. Talmud, Beitzah 16b
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They said of Shammai the Elder: All his life, he ate in honour of Shabbat. If he found an attractive animal, he said, “This

is for Shabbat.” He then found a more attractive animal, he set aside the second and ate the first. But Hillel the Elder

had a different trait; all of his deeds were for the sake of Heaven, as it says, “Baruch Hashem, day by day.”

Mishlei Influences Halachah?
14.Talmud, Bava Metzia 7 1a
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Rav Yosef taught...If you have a choice between your own poor and those of your city, choose your own poor first. If
you have a choice between the poor of your city and the poor of another city, choose the poor of your city first.

15. Talmud, Gittin 47a
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When [Reish Lakish] died, he left behind a measure of saffron. He applied to himself Psalms 49:11, "And they left their

strength to others."

16. Talmud, Eruvin 54a

77 700 50 DIRWA PIT - 2127 MIR RN ORI LIR0ANT MRY PRI NIVN PIRWA PRY T 2007 - 77 WY O 012 (RI1ADT 277 27 770 R
Rav said to Rav Hemnuna: My son, if you possess something then it is good for you, for in she o/ there is no pleasure
and death does not delay. And should you say, 'l will leave a portion for my son,' who will tell you [what happens to
it] in she'ol

17.Talmud, Ketuvot 53a
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Shemuel said to Rav Yehudah: Sharp one, do not be among those who divert inheritance, even from a bad son to a
good son; you don't know what sort of child may emerge from him.



18. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (20t century USA), Igrot Moshe Choshen Mishpat 2:50:1
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Although we rule with Shemuel's view... we find that the Tashbetz wrote that in early template documents they noted

that the deceased left four zuz to his heirs, and one gaon explained that this was to satisfy the sages.

See also the Chatam Sofer, who cited the Tashbetz as saying that leaving a quarter-Zahuv coin to an heir is not significant

enough to satisfy the sages, but four zuz is sufficient...

19.Benjamin Shmueli, Corporal Punishment of Children in Jewish Law, Jewish Law Annual 18 (2010)
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm2abstract_id=1514336

20.A pattern  19:18, 22:15, 23:13-14, 29:15

21.Talmud, Chullin 94a
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During a famine, someone invited three guests and only had three eggs to set before them. His son came along, and

one of them took his portion and gave it to him. The second and third did likewise. His father came and found him

holding one in his mouth and two in his hands; he struck the child to the ground, and he died.

22.Talmud, Moed Katan 17a
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Rebbe's maid saw a man striking his mature son. She said, "Let him be banned, for violating 'Do not put a stumbling

block before the blind."

23.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Deiot 2:3
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Anger is a very bad trait, and it would be appropriate for a person distance himself from it to the opposite extreme.
One should teach himself not to grow angry even at something which warrants anger. If he wishes to instill awe his
children, household or community — if he is a leader — in order to restore good conduct, then he should act as though
he is angry in order to rebuke them, but his mind should be internally calm.

24.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Chovel uMazik 5:1
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One may not wound himself or others. Further, one who strikes a kosher-acting Jew, whether young or old, whether man

or woman, in the manner of nitzayon, violates a prohibition.

25.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Talmud Torah 2:2
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They introduce the children to be taught at the age of six or seven, based on the child's strength and constitution. The

teacher hits them to instill awe, but he does not strike them as an enemy, cruelly. Therefore, he, he should not strike with

whips or rods but with a small strap.
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