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Shemuel, Week 103: Chapter 21: Infroducing King David at Nov
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Review Questions from Chapter 20

20:1-4 Yehonatan insists that his father doesn’t want to kill Dovid

1> Why was Dovid back at the palace, after fleeing Shaul in Nayot2

2> How can Yehonatan think Shaul doesn’t want to kill Dovid, when he tried to capture Dovid in the house with Michal
- even after his oath?

20:59 Dovid's proposed Rosh Chodesh test
3> Why would Shaul be angry when Dovid is absente
4> Dovid says to Yehonatan, “If I've wronged you, kill me” — does he really believe that Yehonatan wants to kill him?

20:10-17 A new pact
5> Does Yehonatan request for protection for his family indicate his approach to Dovid is pragmatic?
6> Why doesn’t Dovid respond to Yehonatan’s new pacte

20:18-23 The arrow notification plan

7> Why does Yehonatan switch from 7w to 052

8> If all is well with Shaul, why will Yehonatan need to shoot arrows at all?

9> Can we see a message in the sets of 3 — 3 days, 3 arrows, 3 parts of the field, 3 bowings?

20:24-34 Yehonatan's tragedy
10> Why do we emphasize Shaul’s seat by the wall2
11> Why doesn’t Shaul react on the first day?

12> Why does Shaul call Dovid “son of Yishai”2
13>  How does Yehonatan respond when his father lashes out at him physically?

20:35-42 Yehonatan admits the truth to Dovid
14>  Why do Dovid and Yehonatan drop the arrow plan, and reunite?
15> What is the meaning of describe their crying “until David did more”2

Outline of Chapter 21

21:1 Yehonatan's Losses
21:2-4 David, a fugitive, sneaks help from the Mishkan in Nov
21:5-10 Achimelech helps David innocently, and is caught

21:11-16 David flees to the Philistines

Introduction: The Mishkan at Nov
1. What do we know about the Mishkan of Shiloh in Chapters 1-62

2. Midrash, Seder Olam Rabbah 13
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In the beginning of these twenty years they brought the tent of meeting to Nov, even though the Ark of Gd was in Kiryat

Ye'arim. They brought offerings in Nov all thirteen years, and then seven years in Givon. At the end of twenty years,

David brought the Ark of Gd up from Kiryat Ye’arim to the house of Oved Edom of Gait...

3. Ralbag to Shemuel | 7:2
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Meaning: It already stood in the House of Avinadav for 20 years until Dovid removed it. All Israel followed Gd after Eli
died, and they regretted their bad deeds when they saw the great plague that struck the nation in that war and the other
disasters which beset them, and they recognized that their bad deeds had led to this.
Or it means that a long time had passed from the time the Aron sat in Kiryat Ye'arim, a period of twenty years, and
then all Israel followed Gd. In truth, the Aron was there for more than 20 years, for it stood there until David had reigned
for 7 years.

4. Shemuel Il 6:1-2, Yehoshua 15:9

5. Abarbanel to Shemuel | 21:1
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David went to Nov, which is called Noveh (the two are the same) to Achimelech the kohen gadol, because then the

Aron of Gd was in Nov, and he wanted to pray there and to bow before Gd and inquire of his affairs before going...

6. Mishnah Zevachim 14:4-8

(1) Mishkan No bamot (2) Gilgal Yes bamot
(3) Shiloh No bamot (4) Nov, Givon Yes bamot
(5) Beit haMikdash No bamot (6) Post-Beit haMikdash No bamot

7. Ralbag to Shemuel | 21:3
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It appears that David inquired of Gd, whether the path he was travelling would succeed, for it will be shown later that

David inquired of Gd. And because he told Achimelech that the king had ordered him not to reveal his secret to any

man, he was forced to ask of him only in general terms.

21:1 _ Yehonatan's Losses
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“And Yehonatan arose and came into the city.” (21:1) This verse sharpens the reality that in the end, Yonatan did not
go with David, but returned to the city. Perhaps there was no other option here, and one should not entertain the thought
that Yonatan should have gone with David and separated from his father. But the bottom line is that in this verse, Yonatan
seals his lot. Once he ties his lot with the lot of his father, and not with David’s, it is necessarily decreed that Yonatan
will die with his father in the Gilboa mountains, and not take part in David’s future monarchy. This moment was, it
appears, the most tragic in Yonatan's life. It is very possible that this is the subject of David’s elegy, “Shaul and
Yehonatan, who were beloved and pleasant in their lives, and in their deaths were not separated.” Yonatan’s choice to
remain beside his father in his lifetime brought about the fact that in their death the father and son were not separated
from each other.

21:2-4 The fugitive arrives in Nov
Achiyah and Achimelech Shemuel | 14:3

Ploni Almoni Melachim Il 6:8, Ruth 4:1



