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d not only to irrigate crops. They affect the climate and water

supply, and, consequently, human health (Ramban)..The
PARASHAS BECHU KOSAI blessings will be so inclusive that the rains will come at times
ill f : when they will not inconvenience people, such as the
> | f you will follow My decrees and observe My commandments and perform them;  then [ will ning of the Sabbath, when people are not traveling
i i P evening
provide your rains in their time, and the land will give its produce and the tree of the field will {Rashi).
give its fruit. 3 Your threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage will last until the sowing;
you will eat your bread to satiety and you will dwell securely in your land.
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_he expression “your rains” needs explanation. Are the rains not
God’s? In what sense are_they “our” rain? This teaches us fhat

the universe functions only due to man’s good deeds. When one
%,_performs good deeds and observes Hashem’s laws, the rains fruly

-"*belong to him because it was for his sake that the rains came.
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U 116 % RABBI FREIFELD SPEAKS

(\%\ n a number of occasions, we’ve mentioned the statement of
\_/the mishnah in Avos that the Almighty created the world
with ten divine utterances (see Chapter 2: Order and Chaos). And
the mishnah wants to know why this was necessary. Couldn’t He
have created the world with a single utterance? So the mishnah
says that-He did it in order to punish the wicked for destroying a
world created with ten utterances and to reward the righteous for
sustaining a world created with ten utterances. Clearly, the mish-
nah calls out for a good explanation, which the Maharal provides.
¥ The point of the ten utterances, he explains, is to show us that
there is an order and a hierarchy in the universe, that the entire
cosmos, both physical and.spiritual, functions according to a pre-
~ cise system, a vast and beautiful symmetry. All that supports the
rsymmetry of creation is good, while all that disrupts it is evil. In)
5 other words, the flip side of good and evil is order and chaos. The
mishnah is thus providing us with a supremely important principle
to take along through life.

T . B S
5 Tow let us take this line of reasoning a step further. We have
<3 . " to behave and act in a certain way in order to be in harmo-

i with the contours and the symmetry of the cosmos. We have to
Freat others with kindness and consideration, because to do other-
wise would be chaotic and a violation of the order of creation.
But the rules of symmetrical behavior are not rigid.
jometimes we have to be kind, and sometimes we have to be
ruel. Sometimes we have to laugh, and sometimes we have to
tv. Do vou know why? Because the symmetry is fluid. I’s flex-
ble. It keeps moving and changing as it flows through time,
pace and circumstance.
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This brings us lad\ to the Gemara that nl’il\CS a connection
between doas and the Names of the Almighty. What d()u one have
to do with the other?

Usually, the name we assign te something or someone defines
its essence, but obviously, this is impossible with the Almighty,
who is incorporeal, inscrutable and unknowable. So what is the

significance of a Divine Name? The Rishonim explain that the
(numerous Names of the Almighty are not descriptions of His?)
jessence but rather the manifestations of how He functions in<
he cosmos. As we read (Tehillim 19:2), “The heavens tell of /
His glory.” You look at the sky, you see a reflection of the
Almighty in His handiwork. You take note of the things that
happen in the world and see cither His kindness or His wrath,
be that as it may. And so we have Names for Him — such as
~J Rachum, Chanun, Elokim and so forth — that reflect these
attributes, that describe the way He appears to us in His provi-
dential guidance of the cosmos.

And here the Gemara makes a sharp connection and provides us
with an amazing insight. Just as the Names of the Almighty reveal

;ﬁf how He functions in the world, so is daas the instrument by which
we function in the sworkd, :

to exercise daas every minute of
our existence. Remember, the symmetry of the universe is not stat-
ic but fluid. It is flexible, always in motion, always shifting, always
changing, always adapting. If we expect to conform to the contours
of the universal symmetry, if we wish to avoid a chaotic existence,

{we too must always be changing, shifting and adjusting the way we
function in the world. From the time he wakes up in the morning -
'ill he goes to sleep at night, a person makes mnumuable decisions,,

Why is this so? Because we have
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A prominent rav once came to visit Rav Chaim Soloveitchik where
he was vacationing during the summer in Polonga by the sea. He
went to the shul and found Rav Chaim sitting bent over in a corner
and listening to the town shoemaker who was speaking to him briskly
and vehemently. In Europe, shoemaking was considered to be a
lowly station in life, usually occupied by ignorant people, vet this
shoemalker was vociferously filling the car of the gadol bador. The rav
waited impatiently for Rav Chaim to extricate himself, but a half hour
passed, an hour, two hours, before the shoemaker finally left.
~»“I don’t understand,” the rav said to Rav Chaim. “How can
you allow a simple shoemaker to browbeat you for two hours?”

Rav Chaim gave him a puzzled look. “What are you talking
about? The man has a broken heart. He has terrible tragedies in
his life. I shouldn’t listen to every word he has to say?”
1
" During those two homs Rav Chaim used his daas to respond
to that aspect of life, and by doing so, he filled his rooms with pre-
cious and pleasing things; he deposited gold and diamonds in his
storehouse of eternal treasures. After those two hours, when the
shoemaker went home with his heart a httle hghtex Rav Chaim’s
dnas told him that the symmetry of thc LOSIHOS cé'ﬁld f()r lf‘"To
return to_his Gemara.
o We_need balance, We need 01dcr Above wall we need daas to
avoid the pitfalls of chaos, to perceive the ever-changing Lontouxs
of the cosmos, and to discover the pathways that move o the
rhythms of its fluid synametry. 93 J‘L' N _B
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And how do we effect these consts
ant adaptations and adjust- PID NWAIN W PR - 7PIwR - Mt 3% abwn Y5 nRY mIy Nk ¥7on”

ments? With that crucial little device called daas. So it follows that
- pur daas must be in operation at all times and that the caliber of
our Aaas can be discerned from the way we function in the world.

Now we see the connection clearly. This daas is such a great
thmg says the Gemara, because the Torah inserted it between two
Divine Names. For the human being, daas plays the role that the
divine Names play for the Almighty. Just as the Almighty’s Names
M reflect how He fun ctions, so is daas our means of function. -

T - :

Do you think a ‘good morning’ is a trivial matter? It is a very
significant matter. I’ve seen people who could say such a 5()()d
morning’ that every limb of your body tingled with warmth.
once met Rav Aryeh Levine, the famous tzaddik of Ycrushalavzm
at a chasunah. I went over and gave him shalom aleichem. Believe
me, D’ve given shalom during my lifetime to countless people,
including many big people, but I have never had anyone return
my shalom as he did. Never. He was 2 genius at it. He took my

~hand in both of his and smiled at me, and 1 felt a warm flow of
electricity pass through my body.

Of course, people have responsibilities, problems, distractions.
It is not easy to clear your mind and give that person extending his
hand to you a full-hearted smile. It is not easy to make him fee
that seeing him gives you exquisite pleasure. But think about it in
a moment of truth. If you don’t make him feel warm and wel-
come, are you handling your burdens with daast Are vou acting
sxg)mmtmall\ in tune with the order of creation? =
& The key is symmetry. That is the vardstick by which to measure
our performance in this world.
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;mbaumz Yonal ¢ Jil()tLS from the Yalkut, “The Community of
Israel is beloved through its voice and hatnd through its vmu It

156 @@ WITH HEARTS FULL OF FAITH

is beloved through its voice, as it is \Vllttul ( Smm of szm 14), i
% Heas hatcd

bLL'lUSL your \'()ILC 15 SW LL[

. “Let Me hear your voice, because y¢
rhmug,n its voice, as it is written (Jes eminly 12: 8), ‘bhc raised h hu
voice against Me, therefore I have hated her.” This is s the meaning

of that which is written ( Proverbs 18:21), PL cath and life are in thL

it slmll eat its fruit.

u)mmi of the tongue, and those that love

The tongue controls the power of life and death. One can build
with the tongue, and one can destroy with the tongue. One can

heal with the tongue, and one can harm with the tongue. One can

give life with the tongue, and one can take away life with the
tongue. God loves the Jewish people when they use their tongues
properly, “because their voice is sweet.” And if they do not, He

“hates” them, so to speak. Of course, God does not hate the
Jewish people. Nonetheless, the prophet employs the harsh word
“hate”

when we abuse the power of speech.

as a figurative term to show God’s extreme displeasure

Rabbeinu Yonah focuses on the end of the verse. “And those

that love it shall eat its fruit.” What does this mean? It refers, he

explains, to a person who loves the tongue. In other words, he
like to talk? Itis a

loves to talk all the time. Indeed, who doesn’t

normal thing. So what is a person to do if he really loves to talk a
lot? He should “cat its fruit.” He should not satisfy this desire with

idle chatter. Instead, he should ralk words of Torah, Mussar and

. wisdom. He should speak about ways to bring people together in (

{ peace and harmony. He should speak about ways to raise up the |
& )

spiritual level of the community. He should praise the good and’

condemn evil. He should encourage people to seck the truth.
=B If you like to talk, then talk. That is perfectly fine. No one is
stopping you from exercising your power of speech, but you don’t

have to abuse it. Why do you have to mock people and talk against

them? Why wouldn’t you rather use your power of speech to bring
them together and to raise them up? Be aware that you hold the
power of life and death in your tongue. If you feel the natural urge
to talk, “eat its fruit.” Usc it wisely and well.

L AP B & e

e

In particular, it refers to the characteristics associated with the

Name of Elokinz, which is translated as “the sole Power in the cre-
ation and the control of the world.” By saving that we were creat-
ed. betzelem Elokim, the Torah is tefling,
us-that God gave us the power to control Creation, both in the
lower and the higher worlds.

“in the image of Elokim,”

~J/ We can more readily relate to the idea of human control of the
physical world, but our control also extends to worlds beyond our
comprehension and imagination. Just as the unseen puppeteer
pulls strings that cause the puppet to move about, so do the
actions of the Jewish people in this world pull strings that effect
changes in the higher worlds.

- > Therefore, every person must have yiras Shamayim, which is

translated as f(‘ll' of Heaven.” It does not mean that we have to

( to be
m.ud of (x()d not of Huvcn Rathez it means that we have to fear

be afraid of Heaven, says R’ Chaim \0107hmu' We have

thL dfeut ()f our actl()ns in Heaven. Ou1 u’u Yy \\'()ld and deed can
bmld gr mt ed1h@é in thL .Hl(.{h(,l‘ worlds.

# One day, we will come to Heaven and survey what our lives in
this world have wrought in the next. If we are not careful, we may
survey a scenc of great devastation, with ruins and rubble strewn as
Tar as the eye can sce, a scene that would cause us untold pain and
anguish. Better to have “fear of Heaven”
we_can do to Heaven, so that when we arrive in Heaven we will
find towering spiritual edifices rather than scenes of destruction.

now, to fear the damage _
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message to every smvfc Jew. No
one sh()uld say, “VVhat am I? Wi hat.powu' do I possess? How can
my humble deeds have any influence at all?” On the contrary, he
should know and affix in his heart that not one of his deeds, '
words and thoughts ever goes to waste. If used constructively,

redeemed from this long and bitter exile, but somehow, deep
down in our hearts, we do not believe it. Why? Because we do
not have faith in ourselves. .

"Lhis then must be our first step to gain control of the power of
speech. We have to believe in ourselves. We have to believe that
eyery word we speak leaves its mark in the lower worlds and in the
higher worlds. We lmvc to bchcv that our words can build and
they can destroy. We have to recognize the awesome power " of

/prLLh tlmt God has mm%d in us, thc  divine power He has shared

with us when He CF L&th us in Hls image. Only if we respect the
- i

pgwer of speech can we harness it for the good.



