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Shir haShirim Week 5: Rashi and Ibn Ezra on Shir haShirim

R’ Mordechai Torczyner - torczyner@torontotorah.com
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1:2-8 Gd finds us in Egypt

1. Rashi to Shir haShirim 1:2
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She speaks this song in her mouth in her exile and widowhood. “Would that King Solomon would kiss me of the kisses

of his mouth, as He once did.” Because in some places they kiss on the back of the hand or the shoulder, but | desire

and yearn that He should act with me as He did in the beginning, like a groom to a bride, mouth to mouth.

2. Rashi to Shir haShirim 1:3
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“The young women loved you” - Yitro came when he heard and converted. And Rachav the zonah also said, “For we

heard how He dried up... For Hashem your Gd is Gd in the Heavens, etc.”

3. Rashi to Shir haShirim 1:4
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“Draw me, | will run after you” — | heard from Your agents the hint when You said to draw me, and | said, “I will run
after You” to be Your bride.

2:7 Warning to the nations
4. Rashi to Shir haShirim 2:7
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“I have made you swear” - the nations
“By the deer and the harts” — You will be abandoned, food like the deer and the harts.
“If you will arouse and if you will awaken the love” — that is between me and my Beloved, to change it and to switch it
and to try to seduce me to follow you.
“While she desires” — While it is still embedded in my heart, and He desires me.

5. Talmud, Ketuvot 111a
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What is the purpose of these three oaths? That the Jews should not ascend as a wall, that the Jews should not rebel

against the nations, and that the nations should not overly oppress the Jews.

2:8-4:1 Journey to Eretz Yisrael
6. Rashi to Shir haShirim 2:8-17
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The poet returns to the earlier part, like one who abbreviates his words and returns, saying, “l haven't [even] told you
the beginnings.” He began, “The King brought me to His rooms” and he did not say how... And now he returns and
says: This “drawing” which | talked about... She was hopeless, saying that redemption would not be until the completion
of the 400 years told [to Avraham] between the parts.

“The voice of my Beloved is coming” — Before the end, as though leaping over mountains and jumping over hills.
“Behold, autumn has passed” — These are the 400 years; | skipped them, counting them from when Yitzchak was born.
“My dove, in the cleft in the rock” — This is said about that hour when Pharaoh pursued them and caught them camped
at the sea...

“Hold for us the foxes [small foxes, that damage the vineyard]” — Gd heard their voice, and commanded the sea to
drown [the Egyptians]. This is “Hold for us these foxes,” the small with the great, for even the small damaged the
vineyard...

“Until the day blows away” — Refers to the preceding verse, “My Beloved is for me and | am for Him” until sin causes
[otherwise], and the sun tanned me in the heat of the day and the heat became powerful.

7. Rashi to Shir haShirim 3:1-3:5
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“On my bed at night” — When | was in pain, sitting in the dark all through the 38 years when the Jews were banished.
“The guards found me” — Moshe and Aharon.
“I had almost passed from them” — Close to when they left me, at the end of forty years.
“| held Him and | did not release Him” — | did not release Him until | brought Him to the Mishkan in Shiloh because of
all He did for me.

8. Rashi to Shir haShirim 3:6-4:6
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“Who is this who ascends from the wilderness” — When | travelled through the wilderness, and the pillar of fire and
cloud walked before me, killing snakes and scorpions and burning thorns and nettles to make the path smooth, and the
cloud and the smoke ascended, and those nations saw and were shocked at my greatness, saying, “Who is this2”...
“Behold, Solomon’s bed” — The Tent of Meeting and the Ark they carried in the wilderness.
“He made for Himself an apiryon” — This is the Tent of Meeting established in the Mishkan in Shiloh. He made for
Himself an gpiryon, a crowning canopy of honour.
“Until the day blows away” - For they sinned before Me in the days of Chofni and Pinchas.

5:1-8 Failure during the first Beit haMikdash lead to Exile
Q. Rashi to Shir haShirim 5:1-8
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“Eat, friends” - In the Tent of Meeting, Aharon and his sons. And in the Eternal House, all of the kohanim.

“Drink and become intoxicated, beloved ones” — Israel, eating the flesh of shelamim sacrifices brought to dedicate the
altar.

“I am sleeping” — When | was tranquil and silent in the first Beit haMikdash, | abandoned hope of serving Gd, like one
who sleeps.

“And my heart is awake” — Gd, the Rock of my heat and my portion, is awake to guard me and benefit me.

“The voice my Beloved knocks” — He rests His Shechinah on the prophets, and warns via them, rising early and sending.
“I removed my tunic” — Meaning, | have already taught myself other ways, | cannot return to You again...

“Sent forth His Hand” — Showed His vengeance in the time of Achaz, bringing upon him the forces of the king of Aram...
“The guards found me” — Nevuchadnezzar and his armies.

“| have made you swear” — The nations, Nevuchadnezzar’s men. You saw Chananiah, Mishael and Azaryah giving
themselves to the fiery furnace, and Daniel to the lions’ den because of prayer, and the generation of Mordechai in the
time of Haman.

10. Midrash, Shir haShirim Rabbah 5:1 [2]
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Israel said before Gd: Master of the Universe! | am sleeping from the mitzvot, but my heart is awake for acts of generosity.
| am sleeping from [these] #zedakot, but my heart is awake to practice them. | am sleeping from korbanot, but my heart
is awake for Shema and the Amidah. | am sleeping from the Beit haMikdash, but my heart is awake for the synagogues
and study halls. | am sleeping from the end, but my heart is awake for redemption. | am sleeping from redemption, but
Gd's heart is awake to redeem me.

6:1-12 The second Beit haMikdash
11.Rashi to Shir haShirim 6:2
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“My beloved descended to his garden” — He instructed us to build His sanctuary, and He was with us there.

12. Rashi to Shir haShirim 6:10-12
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[Gazing] from a lofty place to a low one is called hashkafah, so the Beit haMikdash is higher than all other lands.
“Like dawn” — Gradually illuminating, so Israel were in the second Beit haMikdash. At first Zerubavel, pacha of Judea
and not a king, and they served Persia and Greece. Later, the Chashmonaim defeated them, and became kings.
“I did not know” — Israel grieves: | did not know [how] to be careful of sin, to remain in my honour and greatness, and
| stumbled in pointless hatred and strife which arose among the Chashmonai kings, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, until one
of them brought in the Roman Empire and received the throne from them and became their servant.

8:1-14 Nostalgia for Hashem in our exile
13. Rashi to Shir haShirim 8:1-4
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“Would that You would be like a brother to me” — to come comfort me as Yosef did for his brothers after they had
mistreated him, as it says, “And he comforted them.”

“I have made you swear” — Now lIsrael turns her words to the nations. Even though | complain and grieve, my Beloved
holds my hand and is my support in my exile. Therefore, | have made you swear.

“Why would you arouse and why would you awaken” — For it would not help you.

14. Rashi to Shir haShirim 8:14
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“Flee, my Beloved” - from this exile, and redeem us from among them.
“And resemble a deer” — To hasten the redemption, and make Your Shechinah rest upon mountains of spices, which is
Mount Moriah, and the Beit haMikdash, may it be built soon in our days, Amen.

The Approach of Rabbi Avraham Ibn Ezra

15.1bn Ezra, Introduction to Shir haShirim
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And in it is a secret, closed and sealed, for it begins from the time of Avraham Avinu [and continues] until the time of

Mashiach. And so He wrote in the song of Haazinu, “From the time the Highest One assigned to nation,” starting from

the generation of the dispersion, until Israel returns from the exile after the war of Gog and Magog.

And don't be surprised that it compares Israel to a bride, and Gd to her beloved, for such is the way of the prophets.

Yeshayahu... Yechezkel... Hosheia... Tehillim... Gd-forbid and Gd-forbid, for Shir haShirim to be a romance! But it is

strictly allegory.

16.lbn Ezra, Introduction to Shir haShirim
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Sine the text testifies that Gd appeared to Solomon twice, why would it be shocking that he would prophesy about the

future? For this book speaks with Divine inspiration. And so you find of Asaph the singer and Heiman that they composed

poems with Divine inspiration, and they were called prophets and seers.

17.lbn Ezra to Shir haShirim 1:2
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It begins with Avraham, who is the essence. And the “kisses of the mouth” are the Torah and mitzvot, as it is written,

“Because Avraham listened to My voice, and he guarded My preserves - My mitzvot, My statutes, my Torot.”

18. lbn Ezra, Introduction to Shir haShirim
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And know that many have been confused about the “daughters of Jerusalem”. Israel is speaking, so what are “daughters
of Jerusalem”2 Some say there are two — one in Heaven and one on Earth below opposite her, and “daughters of
Jerusalem” are the malachim above. And others say these are the nations of the world, like “I will make them daughters.”
It appears correct in my eyes that the parable is about a woman speaking to herself, and responding with her own
statements, as though conversing with her own thoughts, and these are the daughters of Jerusalem.



