Chinuch: The Long Term Goals

Rabbi Dr. Yosef Kalinsky
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12) Rav Schachter: “The mitzvah deoraisa of chinuch requires that parents f
bring their children to a realization of emuna in Hashem and kabbalas ol
mitzvos, teaching them that they will become obligated in the fulfillment of
the mitzvos from the Torah after they reach the age of bar or bat mitzvah.
Even though they are currently exempt on a level of deoraisa from observing
mitzvos, they must be made to understand that in the future they will be
required to keep all of the mitzvos haTorah. The gemara’s statement that
chinuch is miderabanan refers to the parental responsibility of training their
children to perfrom mitzvos even before they reach the age of bar or bat
mitzvah. Of course, children who are accustomed to abiding by the mitzvos
haTorah will more naturally continue on the this path after they reach
adulthood.”
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"Had Isaac and Rebecca studied Esau's nature and character early enough, and asked themselves, how
can even an Esau, how can all the strength and energy, agility and courage that lies slumbering in this
child be won over to be used in the service of God ... then Jacob and Esau, with their totally different
natures could still have remained twin brothers in spirit and life; quite early in life Esau's "sword" and
Jacob's "spirit" could have worked hand in hand, and who can say what a different aspect the whole
history of the ages might have presented. But, as it was, only when the boys had grown into men, one
was surprised to see that, out of one and the same womb, having had exactly the same care, training

and schooling, two such contrasting persons emerge."

Collected Writings of Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch Vol. 7 (p.280-284)

The concept of chinuch should not be underestimated. Chinuch implies consecration, the act of
introducing a hallowed object to the sacred purpose for which it was intended. Hence, chinuch is used
to denote the dedication of an altar or a temple. In our present discussion it refers to the introduction of
a young human being to the destiny for which he was created.



The initial phrase “chanoch lanaar” implies that, before all else, the educator himself should perceive
pure human destiny as a timeless ideal, universally binding and not subject to question, an ideal for
which he must train his pupil. The next phrase “al pi darko” implies that the educator must study his
pupil’s individual personality, along with the influences to which the pupil will be subject, given the
personal disposition ...."

Rav Hirsch Collected Writings (Vol. VII)

Translates Proverbs 22:6 as “Raise the boy according to the course his life will take when he is
grown; then he will not depart from it even in his old age”

“the goal of all child-rearing should be to train the child for his future unsupervised,
independent life in an adult world. Parents must educate their child in such a manner that he
should not be a stranger to the adult world outside his parental home, for if he enters that
world without being adequately prepared for it, he will succumb to its temptations. “

“Every child must be raised as an individual. The overall objective of child-rearing is the same in
every case, namely, that the child should grow up to lead a life of duty that is pleasing to G-d.
But the practical means by which we are to guide each individual child to this height of pure
devotion to duty are not the same. They are different from one another as the tendencies and
abilities, the temperaments and proclivities, the intellectual and emotional potential are in each
individual personality. Every shoe does not fit all feet. The objective of our educational work
should be to raise children as different as Jacob and Esau in such a manner that both of them
will grow up to be good and capable men. But if this purpose is to be achieved, the two cannot
be raised by the same methods.”




