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Shemuel, Week 107: Chap 21 — Who is Doeg? Who is Dovid? X
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Who is Doeg? (continued)
1. Shemuel | 24:9

2. Talmud Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:2
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Doeg was great in Torah. Israel came and asked David: Does [baking] the showbread override Shabbat? He told them:
lts arrangement overrides Shabbat, but its kneading and shaping do not override Shabbat. And Doeg was there, and
he said, “Who is this, who comes to give rulings in my presence?” They said, “This is David, son of Yishai.” Immediately
he went and counseled Shaul, King of Israel, to kill Nov, city of the kohanim.

3. Talmud, Zevachim 54b
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And because of this Doeg of Edom was jealous of David, as it says, “For jealousy of Your house consumed me.”

4. Talmud, Sotah 9b
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And so we have found with Kayin, Korach, Bilam, Doeg, Achitofel, Gechazi, Avshalom, Adoniyahu, Ataliah and

Haman, that they set their eyes on that which was not suitable for them. That which they sought was not given to them,

and that which was in their hands was taken from them.

5. Midrash Tehillim 52:2
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And why is he called “Edomi”2 They were from Nov to Maaleh Edomiyim, and he was named for his city. Rabbi

Shemuel bar Nachmeni said: Because he was jealous of David, who was called “Edomi”, as in 16:12...

6. Talmud, Sanhedrin 39b
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“A vision of Ovadiah: So says Hashem Elokim to Edom” - Why was Ovadia the one to prophesy for Edom?2 Rabbi
Yitzchak said: Gd said, “Let Ovadia, who lived between two wicked ones and did not learn from their deeds, come
prophesy against wicked Esav who lived between two righteous people and did not learn from their deeds.” Ephraim
Makshaah, student of Rabbi Meir, cited Rabbi Meir as saying that Ovadia was an Edomite convert. As people say,
“From it itself, the hatchet enters the tree.”

7. Rabbi Moshe Lichtenstein, @"39y» 130 72
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Dovid's image is complicated. On one hand, it is full of drive and activity. If we had to define David in one word, we
would say: Energy! He is in constant activity, living the life of the field, always found in the camp at the head of his



armies and not resting at home. Even at the end of his days, he still stubbornly wished to go out with the troops, with
his warriors, and not to sit in his palace, until his men forced him to do it. (Shemuel 11 21:15-17)...

On the other hand, David is not the heroic warrior whose entire existence is battle and hunting, but he is the sweet
singer of Israel, dreaming of “to sit in the house of Gd all of the days of my life, to gaze upon the pleasantness of Gd
and to examine in His sanctuary.” The songs of Tehillim display a religious experience with extends from the field and
nature, as we expect from the man of the field, but there is also room in them for the experience of the home and the
Sanctuary... In the words of our Sages in their derashah regarding David (Moed Katan 16b, building on Shemuel I
23:8), “'He is Adino ha’Etzni’ — When he sat and immersed himself in Torah he made himself soft (adlin) like a worm,
and when he went out to war he toughened himself like wood (efz).” He lived in two worlds, but knew how to blend
them within his personality...

8. Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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Rebbe said: Doeg and Achitofel asked 400 questions regarding a cabinet open to the air [and not one was answered
for them]. Rava said: Is asking questions a sign of greatness?! In the years of Rav Yehudah, they only learned torts, and
we learn a great deal in vktzinl And when Rav Yehudah arrived at the law that if @ woman who pickles vegetables in
a pot, or some say olives pickled in their leaves, they are pure, he said, “I see the debates of Rav and Shemuel here,”
and we learn 13 yeshivot on vktzin! And when Rav Yehudah removed his shoes, rain came, but we cry out and there
is no answer!! But Gd desires the heart, as Shemuel | 16:7 says, “And Gd sees to the heart.”

9. Talmud, Sanhedrin 106b
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What is the meaning of, “And to the wicked one Gd says: Why do you speak My laws2” Gd said to wicked Doeg:

Why do you speak My laws2 When you arrive at the section of murderers and the section of people who speak

harmfully, what do you teach of them2 “And you put My covenant in your mouth” — Rabbi Ami said: Doeg'’s Torah was

only from the lips and outward.

10. Tosafot to Chagigah 15b s.v. ko/
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One whose reverence precedes his wisdom, his wisdom endures. Doeg and Achitofel, their Torah did not protect them,
because they lacked any reverence, as stated in Sotah 21a.

Dovid’s Descent?
11.You forced my hand Shemuel 1 26:19, 24:1-8




