King Solomon’s Arc, Week 29: 7:13-51 — The Rest of the Construction

R’ Mordechai Torczyner — torczyner@torontotorah.com

7:13-14 Chirom

1. Divrei haYamim Il 2:6-13
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2. Malbim to Melachim | 7:14
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It appears to me that when Divrei haYamim says that King Hiram sent a written message to King Solomon, “Now | have
sent you,” that referred to the father of this Hiram, and his name was also Hiram. He was sent from the King of Tyre at
the start of construction... And he died after seven years, and Solomon sent for his son. Regarding this it says, “And
Solomon sent and took Hiram from Tyre,” for the first came at the order of the King of Tyre and the second came because
Solomon had sent for him. He was the son of a widow from the tribe of Naftali, and she was a widow because her

husband, Hiram, had died.

3. Talmud, Arachin 16b
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How do we know that one should not diverge from his craft, and from the craft of his fathers2 As it is written, “And King

Solomon sent and took Hiram from Tyre. He was the son of a widow from the tribe of Naftali, and his father was a man

of Tyre, a coppersmith.” We are taught, “His mother was from the family of Dan,” and it is written, “Oholiav, son of

Achisamach from the tribe of Dan.”

4. Midrash, Shemot Rabbah 40:4
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Rabbi Chanina ben Pazi said: There is none greater than the tribe of Yehudah and none lowlier than the tribe of Dan,
which came from the maids... Gd said: Let [Oholiav] be matched with Betzalel, so that they will not mock him, and so
that no one will be arrogant, for the great and small are equal before Gd... The Mishkan was made by these two tribes.
And so, too, the Beit haMikdash, Solomon was from Yehudah and Hiram was "the son of a widow from Naftali"...

5. Abarbanel to Melachim | 7:14

TR NPAWIW 7°2W 2191 OX ,NI2077 12 71202 17 ARWIY NPT AN WK L2377 VAW 113, N7 SN 0 RITW M2 WK
DANN 7202 N

It is possible to say that he was Tyrean from birth, as the text suggests, and his wife was Jewish, and she married him

for some reason — because she had been taken captive, or for some other reason.

7:15-22 Two pillars: Yachin and Boaz
6. Song of Songs 3:9-10
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7. Educational names
e Moon and Sun (Yalkut Shimoni Melachim | 185)
e Building seasons and Strong seasons (Ralbag to 7:21)
e Nature and Miracle (Malbim to 7:21)
e David and Solomon (Abarbanel to 8:11 Question 6)

8. Abarbanel to Melachim | 8:11, Question 6
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Therefore he called one of them Yachin, hinting at David, who prepared materials for the House of Gd... And he called
one Boaz, hinting at Solomon:
1) Who had the strength (bo o2 of the building and was its essence.
2) Also, he chose this name because Boaz was the father of Oveid [/abourer]... and Solomon was the “father”
who produced all of the deeds and labourers for the work of construction.
3) And it was also called Boaz because there was peace in his days, and strength [oz] and splendour in his reign,
and in him and his crown was fulfilled that which his father David said, “Gd will give strength [0Z] to His nation,
Gd will bless His nation with peace.”
And therefore the pillar called Yachin was on the right, and Boaz was on the left, because Yachin hinted at his father
David, and so he gave it the more honoured place...

9. Radak to Melachim |1 7:21
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He named the pillars to create a positive omen. They were at the entrance to the Temple, and he called them by names
to create a positive omen. He called one ‘Yachin’, an expression of establishment, that the Temple should be established
forever, like the phrase, ‘Like the moon, it should be established forever.” ‘Boaz’ is an expression of strength, a
contraction of ‘bo oz [strength within him]’, meaning that Gd should place in it strength and endurance, as it is written,
‘Hashem will give His nation strength.’

10. The Pillars of Our Faith
http://download.yutorah.org/2012/1053/Tisha_Bav_To-Go_-_5770_Rabbi_Torczyner.pdf

7:23-26 Solomon’s Sea

11. Not Solomon’s Pools

12. Lots of geometry  Eruvin 13b-14b

13. Divrei haYamim Il 4:6
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14. Talmud Yerushalmi, Yoma 3:8
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The “sea” was a place for kohanim to immerse, as in “the sea was for kohanim to bathe in.” But is it not a vessel2 A
channel of water flowed to it from [Ein] Item, and its southern legs had holes the size of pomegranates.

15.Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Biat haMikdash 5:15
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Solomon’s sea was like a mikvah, because a channel of water flowed through it from Ein ltem. Therefore, its waters
were not disqualified by remaining overnight, like the water of the kiyor. They filled the &iyor from it.

Copper Mines
16. Matti Friedman, An Archaeological Dig Reignites the Debate Over the Old Testament's Historical Accuracy,

Smithsonian Magazine, Dec ‘21
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/archaeological-dig-reignites-debate-old-testament-historical-accuracy-
180979011/

Ben-Yosef, 43, now teaches at Tel Aviv University. He speaks quietly, with the air of a careful observer. One of our
meetings took place shortly after he'd returned from a meditation retreat at which he said nothing for ten days. He has
no religious affiliation and describes himself as indifferent to the historical accuracy of the Bible. He didn’t come here
to prove a point, but to listen to what the place could tell him. “The mere interaction with remains left by people who
lived long ago teaches us about who we are as humans and about the essence of the human experience,” he told me.
“It's like reading a work of literature or a book of poetry. It's not just about what happened in 200 B.C.”

The dig quickly took an unexpected turn. Having assumed they were working at an Egyptian site, Ben-Yosef and his
team were taken aback by the carbon-dating results of their first samples: around 1000 B.C. The next batches came
back with the same date. At that time the Egyptians were long gone and the mine was supposed to be defunct—and it
was the time of David and Solomon, according to biblical chronology. “For a moment we thought there might be a
mistake in the carbon dating,” Ben-Yosef recalled. “But then we began to see that there was a different story here than
the one we knew.”

7:51  Solomon doesn't use Dovid's supplies?

17.Radak to Melachim | 7:51
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For he didn’t need those consecrated materials, for he had plenty of silver, gold and copper. But for his father’s honour

he used some of it for the work of the Beit haMikdash, and he put the rest in the stores of the House of Gd.

18.Ralbag to Melachim 1 7:51
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It was as though this was planned by Gd. Just as He did not want David to build it, for he had spilled much blood, so

He did not want it to be built with that which David had gathered from the spoils of the nations in war. But Solomon,

who was a man of peace, the wealth he had gathered had been gathered in peace, Gd chose him to build it with the

wealth he had gathered in peace.

19. Abarbanel, Introduction to Shemuel
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The prophet [in Sefer Shemuel] did not see fit to mention the instruction of building the Beit haMikdash for Solomon his
son and all Israel, and the form of the work assigned to Solomon, and the number of Levites and their division into shifts
for the work in the Beit haMikdash, and the other items mentioned regarding the Beit haMikdash, because he saw fit to
ascribe the entire construction of the Beit haMikdash to Solomon his son, not to David, not in deed, instruction or
preparation, because Gd desired it to be built via Solomon...

20. Midrash, Pesikta Rabti 6
DRI PYWNT WO maw? YT W
[R77] *nwADaw an 921,290 TNV WIPRT N0 MI0W SNRI2I2 CIX 79X 2R 127" 12 WK 1277 9V wpta TI7 nawh v
1230 179K 17V ,29P0RD N2 AWYY IAYR 102 20707 27120 7T an" 20N 2T DINIRT 100 XYW L2001 SNaw 2™y cnan
1AW 02 TR Xow 99501 797 ".a%phR N2 1200 annpl


https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/archaeological-dig-reignites-debate-old-testament-historical-accuracy-180979011/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/archaeological-dig-reignites-debate-old-testament-historical-accuracy-180979011/

O LWIPNT NP2 10120 Pnn fTW 7 21 0D PN2X NPN20N 19D T2 7O QW WOW TIT A0 200 RAW ORI WNTY 0
779 027 RY 1299712 92 M2R P 23X 0K 2V02 2007 Ch12 1ophRaT 17 R L0 WY KDY, MIWDIT DR DAY IR X
210199 11 DI TR AW PR 7M1 WY RY IMwoa 12 N ROR
Some explain it for praise, some explain it for disgrace:
Explanation for praise — David requested this. He said: Master of the Universe! | see prophetically that the Beit haMikdash
will be destroyed, and all that | dedicated comes from the houses of idolatry that | destroyed. Lest the nations say, “What
was David thinking2 He destroyed the house of our gods and built a House for Gd — and our gods were roused and
they took their vengeance and destroyed the House of Gd.” Therefore, he prayed that Solomon not need it.
And one who explains it for disgrace — For when a three-year famine came in David’s time, David had many stores of
silver and gold, which he prepared for construction of the Beit haMikdash. He should have spent it to support lives, and
he did not do so. [Gd] said to him, “By Gd! My children are dying in famine, and you collect wealth to build a building?!
You should only have saved lives! You did not do this. By your life, Solomon will not need to use anything from that.”...

21.Talmud Yerushalmi, Shekalim 5:4
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Once Rabbi Chama bar Chanina and Rabbi Hoshia Rabbah were strolling among those synagogues of Lod. Rabbi

Chama bar Chanina said to Rabbi Hoshia, "How much money my ancestors sank here!" He replied, "How many lives

your ancestors sank here! Were there no people exhausting themselves in Torah2"

Rabbi Avun decorated the gates of the great study hall. Rabbi Mana came to him, and Rabbi Avun said, "See what |

have done!" He replied, "'And Israel forgot its Maker, and built palaces.' (Hosheia 8:14) Were there no people

exhausting themselves in Torahe"

22.Rashi to Melachim | 3:3
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“He sacrificed on altars” — The text spoke of his shame, for delaying construction of the Beit haMikdash for four years.

23.Ralbag to Melachim 1 7:51
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It appears that this is why he did not begin building the House immediately upon becoming king, for in the fourth year

the building began, as was said before. This was so that he would build it from his own, not from the stores of his father

David who had dedicated them to Gd.



